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By Mlke Latona
Staff writer

Only in the last decade, Father Stephen A

Dohner maintained, has the Catholic
Church taken strong action'to-address do-
mestic violence in our culture.

“The issue has been around for years,

but the church has come late to it,” Father -
Dohner said, noting that the U.S. bishops .
‘began increasing their efforts against do- -

mestic violence in the early 1990s.

Father Dohner is doing iis part to make
up for lost time. He founded and maintains
a domestic violence program in the Dio-
cese of Cleveland. In addition, he travels
the country giving seminars and work-
shops on the subject.

Father Dohner was due to visit the
Rochester Diocese Oct. 24-25 to conduct
domestic violence workshops for parish
staff. They were to be held at St. Francis
de Sales Church in Geneva and St
Bernard's Institute in Rochester.

_ The workshops, held in recognition of

National Domestic Violence Awareness
Month, mark the diocese’s first formal
training for pastoral staff on domestic vi-
olence. According to Suzanne Schnittman,
the diocese’s domestic violence outreach
coordinator, 110 staff members from 40
parishes were expected.

Parishes are crucial support systems for
families affected by domestic violence, Fa-
ther Dohner stated. He said that it’s im-
portant to raise the subject in all areas of

Preschooler Hao Ly (center) holds up acut-out bird with the help of his teacher,

church life —among staff, in: youith groups,
in sacramental preparation classes. In ad-
dition, panshes should offer literature and

‘bulletin notices on domestic violence, and

pubhcnze phone numbers of social agen-
cies for victims.

“I think there is a moral obligation for
those who purport to have a moral voice,”

Father Dohner said. “Other institutions -

come and go, but the church is there from
birth to death. We're the ones who have
families for the whole life cycle.”
Father Dohner noted that domestic vio-
lence affects anywhere from one-quarter
to one-third of all households jn the Unit-
ed States. The same statistics, he said, like-

1y apply to Catholic households. He added

that at least 90 percent of domestic vio-
lence victims are women. -

Staff and panshnoners should be ready
to act as “a link in the chain,” he said, in
getting help for a victim. Yet direct contact
with a victim can be tricky, he acknowl-

edged, because the victim may be unwill- |
" ing to discuss a problem. To further com-

plicate matters, he added, the perpetrator
may be an active parishioner.
“The abuser can also be your head ush-

er, or a member of the finance council,”

Father Dohner said. -
He said that parish staffand parishioners

must not rush a victim into leaving her vi-

olent situation. He explained that the vic-

tim is at greatest risk when she decides to

leave: The abuser, fearing loss of ‘control,
may lash out.
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Joanne Lamphron, at Holy Family School, Rochester. The students' artwork wel-
-comed home Seaman Edward Love, who survived an attack on the USS Cole.

School kids welcome seaman

By Rob Cullivan
Staff writer

Students and faculty at Holy Family
School, Rochester, made sure Seaman Re-
cruit Edward T. Love felt at home after he
was injured in the attack on the USS Cole
in Yemen.

The 21-year-old sallor, whose family
lives next door to the school, suffered a
punctured eardrum -in the Oct. 12 blast
when a bomb-laden beat exploded next to
the Cole, killing 17 sailors. .

Children in Holy Family's early child-
hood program, ages.3, 4 and 5, with
fourth- and fifth-graders in Holy Family’s
after-school program, decorated the win-
dows of the west side of the school —
which faces the Love home, according to

Sister Lorraine' Burns, SSND, principal.
Words on the windows declared, “Wel-
come Home Seaman Edward Love.”

- Love, who is home for a month, ac-
cording to a Navy official, visited the
school the morning of Oct. 20, and
thanked the children for their sign.

He also received a plastic plaque with
an eagle and a US. flag from the school’s
3-year-olds, according to Ro Muscolino,
Holy Famxly s early childhood coordina-
tor.

She added that the kids told Love they
had been praying for him.

A group of fourth-graders also asked

Love questions about the attack, Muscoli- -

no said. She noted they were particularly
intrigued by the fact that someone would
deliberately attack the ship. -

on domestlc violence

- On the other hand, he said, a victim
should never remain in an abusive situation
for the sake of preserving marital vows.

“The sacrament of marriage does not
say you have to live this way,” Father Dohn-
er emphasized.

Domestic violence involves battering,
psychological abuse and/or sexual abuse
that one partner inflicts upon another. Fa-
ther Dohner said that abusers can be peo-
ple who are not socially mature and haven't

“learned to properly deal with stress, as well

as people who depend heavily on their
partner for self-image and exert excessive
control as a result.

“The heart of what makes an abuser an
abuser is not violence. It's a need to con-
trol,” Father Dohner said. .

The most violent abusers are those who
are “violent as a means of getting through
life,” and are also the most difficult to
counsel, he said. :

Father Dohner added that “70 percent
of spousal violence is carried over to chil
dren,” and that those children are likely to
adopt violent traits as well.

Father Dohner, 50, serves as director of
the Cleveland Diocese’s Department of
Marriage and Family Ministry. He is a mar-
ital and family therapist who has practiced
psychology for 24 years.

In 1992 he began the Domegtic Vio-
lence Task Force in Cleveland. The ecu-
menical group works in conjunction with
such social agencies as shelters for battered
women and rape crisis centers.

Sister Lorraine Burns, SSND, princi-
pal, takes pictures of the signs. -

Although no firm link has been estab-
lished between any group and the attack,
Yemeni and U.S. investigators have listed
Osama Bin Laden, a Saudi who was be-
hind the bombings of two U.S. embassies
in Africa two years ago, as a prime suspect.

Attempts to contact the Love family by

_the Catholic Courier were unsuccessful.

Although the Loves do not belong to
Holy Family, Sister Burns and Muscolino
said they have been great neighbors to the
parish.

“They're a lovely family,” Muscolino
said.

Nazareth College alumna leaves $1.5 million bequest; funds to be used for expansion

The late Nazarcth College alumna Mar-
jorie Loos, class of ‘31, made a $1.5 million

_bequest to the college. A ‘resident of Pitts-

ford, she and her late husband, J. Mallory
Loos, a former vice president at Rochester

Gas & Electric (now RGS), have long been

generous supporters of the college.

“We are very grateful for the steadfast
generosity that Marjorie and Mallory Loos
have shown.to Nazareth College over the
years,” said Robert A Mlller, college presn-
dent.
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to expand the campus and its curriculum
over the next five years.
Mrs. Loos served as president of the col-

lege's Alumnae Association during the ear-

ly 1950s, and continued to be an active
member of that association over the years.

" In 1997, the atrium of the Speech and
- Hearing Department i Carroll Hall was

dedicated and named for the Looses.

.., Mrs. Loos helped to organize annual’
membershlp dnves for the Catholic Youth

Oxgamzauon and the Commumty Chest.

of Lourdes Parish, she was a member of its
Rosary Society. A veteran of World War I,
Mr. Loos was senior vice commander of
the New York Department of the Veterans
of Foreign Wars and a member of the Na-
tional Board of Directors of the VFW. He
was appointed by Gov. Nelson Rockefeller
to the Board of Visitors of the New York
State Women's Relief Corps Home.
Nazareth College recently announceéd
plans to double the physical size of ‘the
campus, purchasing 73 acres of adjacent,
property from the Sisters of St. Joseph.
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