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Church's renovation an occasion of joy, pride
It certainly is a lively time of the
year. It's also a very beautiful one. I
am grateful for the ways in which God
has spoken to my; heart through the
faith and goodness of people, the
beauties of nature and the splendid
rituals of our faith tradition.
The people of Christ the King
Parish, Irondequoit, gathered yesterdav to rededicate their church, which
renewing the community's worship
thev have renewed with affection,
space.
generosity and great care. It is always
I do not know the full detail of that
a pleasure for me to preside at such
endeavor as the parish community
liturgies. They are rich in the kinds
does. I am sure that on the journey
of symbols that put people in touch
there were hard decisions to be made
with God, with one another and
and some moments of doubt. What I
with the great moments of their own
do know is that they have come
lives.
through it all in wonderful spirit.
That was evident yesterday at Christ
the King when families who started
One could sense that during the
the parish 44 years ago joined others
liturgy yesterday. The boys and girls,
who have come along quite recently. I
men and women who gathered there
could sense among them — and, there- were beaming with joy. What a great
fore, cou\i share with them — a sense joy it was to be with such a confident,
of belonging and quiet pride about
hopeful community of people. I am
what they had achieved.
sure that the people of Christ the
King will not mind it if I invite you to
As I have reflected on the experivisit their parish for the eucharistic
ence since, I realize that that sense of
belonging did not rest in surface reali- liturgy some Sunday.
ties. Rather, it had to do with deep
Three other events — two already
faith long held in common and now
celebrated, the third to come on
revitalized through the experience of
Saturday — I also describe as confi-

dent, hopeful and joyful. I refer to our
annual Hands of Christ recognition
celebrations. At these wonderful
events we honor high school seniors
who strive to live their faith at home,
in school and in the activities of their
lives. This year we'll be thanking more
than 600, a number that represents
the faith commitments of many more
of their contemporaries. In the weeks
ahead I expect that you will be hearing from some of these young women
and men in your home parishes.
I am off to Chicago this morning to
spend a couple of days with the executive committee and board of the
National Federation of Priests'
Councils. I have been invited to give
one of three papers that will be given
at the session.
My topic is "The Relationship
between Bishops and Priests." It has
been a pleasure to work on that talk,
primarily because it made me more
deeply aware of the goodness of the
priests of this diocese and their generous response to today's challenging
realities. More about that at another
time.
If I don't stop now and get moving,
I'll miss my plane!
Peace to all.
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newest and finest rental retirement community,

that comes from having priority access to a full

are finding the joy of retirement living. Once
you've experienced life at Chapel Oaks, you may
find yourself falling in love with the true joy of
living all over again.
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all in love with the tradition of St. Ann's of
Greater Rochester,.Inc., who for 125 years has

provided senior adults with a truly fulfilling
retirement lifestyle. The location of being

f ^ / e t i r e m e n t is your time to seize the day and
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for more information about Chapel Oaks
or to arrange your personal tour. Once
you see all that we have to offer/ you may
just find yourself falling in love with the
true joy of living all over again!

perfectly situated on 14 beautiful, secluded acres
of the St. Ann's campus and just minutes away

from Rochester's finest shopping, entertainment
and cultural activities. The independence to
continue an active life style without routine
maintenance and tiresome daily chores. The value
of a rental concept with no entrance fee, which
makes Chapel Oaks Rochester's most affordable
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spacious one- and two-bedroom apartment homes.

retirement living options. The convenience of
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