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Salvation

Continued from page 1

"It has caused difficulties,” observed Im-
maculate Heart of Mary Sister Nancy
Hawkins, an assistant professor at St.
Bu nard’s Institute.

“I think to myself, did those who put the
document together realize there are very
practical ramifications to putting out a doc-
ument like this?”

The document definitely should en-
courage people to consider how they think
about Jesus, she said. “At the same time,
when vou put a document out like this,
when people read it the first thing they
think off the top of their heads is, “This is
the end of ecumenical dialogue. How can
we possibly ,;shalogue with the Catholic
Church if it bélieves we don't have any truth
to speak=’”

Longtime ecumenical and interfaith pro-
ponents including Father Joe Brennan, a
retired priest and adjunct professor at the
University of Rochester, acknowledged
what manv describe as the documnent’s neg-
ative tone and its effect on some dialogue
partners. The fact that Cardinal Ratzinger
has also said that other churches are not to
be considered brothers and sisters — the
~ verv phrase Pope John Paul II used in Ut
Unwon Sint, “That All Mav Be One™ — es-
~ pecially set them off, the priest noted.

Yet Father Brennan said, “It certainly
raises problems but doesn’t change my
views o1 plans to continue working in this
tield at all. I can understand why people
feet frustrated and angry, but I think you
have to keep going.”

The priest-professor belongs to a task
force assigned this month by the diocesan
Ecumenical Commission to write a re-
sponse that parishes can use. He meets reg-
ularlv with a group of rabbis and priests
who will be discussing the declaration.

What it said

Nowhere in its text did the declaration
single out Asian or other regions as its pri-
mary subject. In a letter encouraging the
presidents of bishops conferences to dis-
tribute the document, Cardinal Ratzinger
stated there is a “growing presence of con-
fused or erroneous ideas\and opinions
both within the church generally and in cer-
tain theological circles™ about church uni-
v and the necessity of the Catholic Church
for salvation. The document’s “principal
uruths” require “irrevocable assefit by the
Catholic faithful.” he wrete. “Particularly in
the areas of ecumenical and interyeligious
dialogue and in Catholic universities and
faculues of theology.” the declaration must
be a point of reference.

Pr(qucn[h cuing previous d(mmmems
the declaration makes the f()ll(j\'snng key
p()ll][\ - .

» There s a difference bclwtux  theolog-

wal futh, which is adherence o thc tuth re-
vealed by the one and triune God, and be-
liet 1 other rehgions, "which is religious

experience sull in search of the absolute
tuth and sull lacking assent o God, who
reveals himself.”

2 Onlv the Old and New Testaments are

mnspired texts. Sacred books of other reli-
grons recene from .hri;é, the goodness and
mercy they contaimn, :

* Anvone who s saved. s saved through
Christ. And, "Just as there is one Ghrist, so
there exists a simgle bodv of Christ.” which
exists tullvy anbvin the Catholie hurch,

¢ Separuted churches and communities
“suffer from defects” and “derive-their ef-
ficacy from the very fullness of grace and
truth entrusted to the Catholic Church.”

e Ecclesial communities that have not
preserved the valid episcopate and “gen-
uine and integral substance of the eu-
charistic mystery, are not churches in the
proper sense. ..." A valid episcopate implies
bishops who have been ordained in an
apostolic succession, going back to the days
of the Apostles.

In perspective
™ Msgr. William H. Shannon, professor
enteri ﬂuﬂegeﬂsoneoﬁsew-

T O

eral local ob-
Servers who
urged that the
document be tak-
en in perspective.

“This in no
way reflects what
I've seen 1o be
the spirit of Pope
John Paul 1, in
his writings and
contacts with
people of other
religions,”  he
said. “His att-
tude has been far
more open and
loving and work-
Ing in-terms 1n
the sense of a
sharing rather
than a narrow
view that restricts

Paschal mystery
is given 1o
them.”

And indeed,
Dominus  lesus
does state, “For
those who are
not formally and
visibly members
of the church,
‘salvation’ in
Christ is accessi-
ble by virtue of a
grace  which,
while having a
mysterious rela-
tionship to the
church, does not
make them for-
mally part of the
church but en-
lightens them in
a wayyhich is ac-

salvation to those

comihodated to

ﬁeutec S

who belong to their  spiritual
the church ... Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, prefect of the and material sit-

“There'sanar- Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, uation. This
rowness that talks to journalists at the Vatican June 26, at grace  comes

does not seem to
reflect the very
open spirit of
Pope John Paul
II. His ecumeni-
cal meetings with people have been won-
derful. Not only would I say it does not rep-
resent the spirit of Pope John Paul I, but
it seems to be in conflict with his 1995 en-
cyclical Ut Unum Sint. He speaks about the
rediscovery of brotherhood among Chris-
tians ... that they are no longer seen as
strangers or enemies but as brothers and
sisters,” he continued.

In fact, some local speculation matches
international speculation (both unattrib-

a conference unrelated to the declaration,
“Dominus lesus: On the Unicity and Salvific
Universality of Jesus Christ and the
Church,” which he released Sept. 5.

from Christ.””
The passage is
quoted from the
encyclical Re
demptoris Missio.
Regarding missions

In India, Archbishop Ivan Dias of Mum-
bai stated Oct. 10 that the only people up-
set over the new document are a few
Catholic theologians and intolerant follow-
ers of other religions, Catholic News Ser-
vice feported.

The majority of Catholics and others “ac-

cept the fact that this is our identity,” he
said. Yet it is widely believed among the-

uted to individu-
als) reported by
Catholic News
Service as to how
aware the pope
was of the docix-
ment’s implica-

“Thas kind

of statement

ologians in the In-
dian  Catholic
community that
mediators other
than Christ or
other means of
salvation exist, he

tions. said.

Because of its “There’s no
strict  language ionger the atti-
and selective cita- does nOt h elp tude that if they
tions from Vati- have not received
can I docu- y the Gospel they'l
rr?:ms, Msgl;. the unzty be lost[,)’fa Miygr.
Shannon said, Shannon said of
“One of the . »” missions in gener-
mmpieenis  Of the churches” — 5Eomi&ss:
evidence of an al- gift of God. Salva-
most desperate tion is really
effort to rebuild . - Rev. Ellen Wondra something that
walls, walls that ultimately God
Vatican II tore does for us.”
down between “Since the (Sec-

Catholics and other peopie. ... It's an indi-
ca[ion Of a vcry strong movement il’l [he
church to take Vatican II apart piece by
piece. I think it's an unfortunate docu-
ment.”

He and other critics noted that the doc-
ument makes no mention of progress of
ecumenical and interfaith work over the
past three or four decades.

Point by point, Msgr, Shannon com-
pared Dominus lesus with such documents
as Ut Unwmn Sint. Dominus lesus states, for
example, “Certainly the various religious
traditions contain and offer religioﬁs ele-
ments which come from God and which
are part of what the Spirit brings about in
human heaits and in the history of people

Butit goes on to say, “If it is true that the
followers of other religions can receive di-
vine grace, it is also certain that objective-
ly speaking they are in a gravely deficient
situation in compar.son with those who, in
the church, have the fullness of the means
of salvation.”

Here, Msgr. Shannon commented,
“This is the picture of ecclesiastical smug-
ness which would tend to decide how God
can act. ... In other words, God can’t do as
much for them, in their situation. .

“The Second Vatican Council said that

= ozt peopleof good willy the grace-of -

ond Vatican) council, missionary people
have changed their approach, they are
more interested in entering into dialogue
with people of other religions, but certain-
ly open to receiving them into the church.
But their goal, I don’t think is primarily
conversion. If some of them are interested
when they hear about the Catholic Church
that's fine.”

In June, Sister Hawkins will moderate a
talk about the legitimacy of converting Hin-

. dus in India, which has become a big issue.
The talk will be part of a meeting of the |

Catholic Theological Society of America,
and the overall missions theme was chosen
by an officer from Asia.

“It’s a topic we all need to look at,” she
said, “to ask ourselves serious questions —
what is my obligation to spread the word
of Jesus and how do I do it — and at the
same time remain respectful of someone
not of my faith.”

Often just the day-to-day contact with
each other most influences others, she said.
“I would love it if people would embrace
what I know to be wonderful about Jesus.
But it has to be their choice. ... I truly be-
lieve God is in charge of all of this.

“The idea of being saved is a Western
term. Westen theology is very linear; East-
ern theology is very eydlical, The way to ap-

proach- dcath~mrcr fifevis verydifferent. -

We're not able to talk till we find 2 com-
mon place.” That common place appears
to be prayer and mysticism, she added, say-
ing “I don’t think God deals with us differ-
ently in prayer depending on what religion

you are: ‘Oh, a Jew is talking to me. A Chris-

tian is talking to me. It’s time to listen to a
Protestant now.” God is God. No faith has
a market on God because God is a mys-
tery.”

What is ironic about Dominus lesus, she
said, is that “a statement like that tends to
push people away. I am a Catholic, I am go-
ing to die Catholic. For me, the Catholic
Church is the truth.” -

But she would not take Dominus Jesus to
others and use it to say they don’t have the
truth, she said. “Unfortunately when docu-
ments like this come out they tend to put
you in a corner. It is very unfortunate. [ do
not wish to be put in a corner about my
faith. I guess you could say I prefer to speak
of these matters in more pastoral terms.”

Wildfire

For a document perhaps intended for
Asian church leaders, Dominus lesus is trav-
eling far and wide, judging from published
responses. By Oct. 1, the Rev. Womack was
preaching on it at Covenant United
Methodist Church, where he is co-pastor.
Former president of the Greater Rochester
Community of Churches, Rev. Womack
has sent out on request numerous copies
of his sermon, titled “A Protestant’s Reply
to the Cardinal.” - .

“I am not convinced by reading it that
my faith journey is deficient, that my
church is deficient based on the standards

declared in the Declaration, or that my Jew-

ish and Islamic friends are any less ‘saved’
than my Roman Catholic brothers and sis-
ters,” the sermon states in part. “I at least
must confess my deficiency in living out my
faith; but, that deficiency comes from my
failures as a moral human being, not be-
cause my church’s essence is deficient.” -
Having heard Southern Baptists and

members of such churches as the Southern-

based Church of Christ make similar claims
that their church or doctrine is absolutely

essential for salvation, Rev. Womack stat- .

ed, “it did occur to me one day that they all
cannot be right. Somebody must be wrong.
So, to make the claim that ‘my way is the on-
ly way’ divides the Christian witness and
turns us Christian folk and our faith into

argumentauve contentious religion an-
grily mamtammg the ‘truth’ of our partic-
ular perspective.”

“Christian triumphalism,” he said, often
breeds skepticism and drives many away
from the church.

Rev. Womack likewise took on the World
Methodist Council for a statement he said
he was not prepared to defend: that Christ
is the one Savior of the world. He added
that such a position, however, “does merit

“every Christian’s reflection on the extent

to which we deny the validity, truth, and
merit of other faith traditions.”
He said a statement like Dominus lesus di-

rects energy from social justice and the pur- -

suit of justice and mercy. “It makes the case
that what is important is not faith, but the
form in which religion occurs.”

Word from the source

Cardinal Ratzinger himself responded to
criticisms in an interview published Oct. 8
in the Vatican newspaper, L Osservatore Ro-
mano. He expressed “sadness and disap-
pointment” that public reaction, for the
most part, ignored the document’s true
theme. He said it was written because Pope
John Paul II “wanted to offer the world a
great and solemn recognition of Jesus
Christ as Lord at the culminating moment
of the Holy Year,” according to a CNS ac-
count. He also said the declaration was not
against ecumenism.

The cardinal restated the Vatican IT con-

clusion that the church as Christ founded

it “subsists” in the Catholic Church, as stat-
ed in the Vatican I document Lumen Gen-
tium.
Hesaldntmadenosensetoassertdlat
“only ecclesial fragments exist and one
> nmust seavelifor the best pieces amorig
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