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Brighton parish reaches out to ‘sister’

‘By Father Lee P. Chase
Guest contributor

Mission statements can €reep up on vou.
As pastor of St Thomas More Chutch on
East \venue  Bughton, T had not paid
mnuch aticntion to the mission stateitient
our Parsh Pastoral Goundal had adopied
Dive 01 sIx years piios o iy attival 1 1998
“...to be
Chiist's prescnce i the wotld...” Lately,
we've Lahen tis setoushy. Over the last two
vears, our parish community has entered
into sister parish relationships with St. An-
diew’s Church in the city of Rochester and
Ss. Peter and Paul Church in Novgorod.

Novgorod is one of 10 Sister Cities of
Rochester. From Aug. 20 to the 31, I ac-
companied Mayor Biil Johnson and some
30 other Rochesterians on a trip to Nov-
gorod in honor of the 10th anniversary of
Rochester's Sister City relationship.

Novgorod is an ancient city, the first cap-
1tal of Russia. While a very industrial city,
Novgorod has a great commitment to the
atts and w celebrating the cultural history
of the country.

With encouragement from members of
Linkages, a Rochester group established to
strengthen ties between the two cities, we
as a parish had been invited to explore the
possibilitv of a sister parish relationship.

Qur Parish Pastoral Council had recent-
Iv discerned that one of our pastoral pri-

Part of that statement 1eads,

of Ss. Peter and Paul in Novgorod) or to the
ultimate insult — museums of atheism — as
in the case of the Orthodox Cathedral of
Our Lady of Kazan in St. Petersburg. Yet
the faith of these people remained strong.
Most Russian Christians are Russian Or-

orities would be outreach ministry: min-
istry to broaden our knowledge and
awareness of what it means to be church
and how we can serve others in necd.
Reaching out to this Russian parish seemed
to be one path where we were being led.

Atter <o many vears of praying for the
conversion of Russia and a return to reli-
gious freedom for the people of Russia —
and in 1he jov of that actually happening —
1 is time as American Catholics, I thought,
16 take the next step.

Our delegation spent a few days touring
Moncow at the beginning of the trip and St.
Petersburg at the end. The bulk of our stay
was - Nosgorod. My hosts were Father

thodox; yet, there is a small and very strong
presence of Roman Catholicism.

Ss. Peter and Paul Church, a parish
founded more than 100 years ago, was re-
constituted as a parish seven years ago. Its
church building was reclaimed from the
governmient in 1995. This community gath-
ers daily in good numbers to celebrate
Mass, host retreats, but mostly to proudly
celebrate their faith freely and withotit fear.

I gained another perspective of our uni-
versal church as I concelebrated the Mass
with the parish (in Russian!). You can imag-
ine my horror when I was asked to preach
during their Sunday celebration. I gave the
homily both in English and French with si-

Miroska Korsak, the pastor of Ss. Peter and
Paul. and the newlv ordained parochial vic-
1. Father Konstantin Periederv, along with
two Franascan Sisters of Mary: Sister
Bozana and Sister Marie (I never learned
therr last names!).

During five days with them, [ lcarned
muwch about the state of the Roman
Catholic Chuich in Russia. The country
contdins tour dioceses with Moscow being
the archdiocese. There aie no native Russ-

i pastors. From the 1917 Bolshevik revo-
lution through the Soviet era, dergy and
religious were either imprisoned or sent o
tabor camps: most priests, nuns and monks
were executed.

It has only been five vears that, with the
asivtance of American Catholies through
the annual collection for Eastern EumpC

and the generous assistance of Cardinal
Maida of Dewroit, the Archdiocese of
Moscow has been able 1o conduct s semi-

narv i St. Petersbury. '

Lenjoved a lunch wuh the taculty of this
~senmmaa v, all of them priests and religious
Jom other countries. The redon o priest
rom Monaco, explained 1o e that going

o seimnary for a Russian student is quite a
ommutnent. Bevond the primithve condi-
sons he must Ihve i and the ever<onstant
nreat of torced military duty, he must also
e academicaliv fluent in another language
ich as English, French or German. Verv
‘w Roman Catholic theology books are
ritten or translated into the Russian lan-
ruage.

As T oured the seminary building (all of
it under construction), I learned that the
soviet government had confiscated the
seminary building, like most religious edi-
fices, in the 1920s and 1930s. They turned
most of the building into a warehouse and
the chapel nto a bank.

Most church buxldmgs were demolished.

These f_hat peinamed were converted to 4

multaneous translation into Russian.
Parishioners there were from Lithuania,
[.atvia, Estonia, Belarus, Poland, the
Ukraine, France and Spain.

How moving it was during the Lord’s
Prayer when that common prayer of our
church was recited in all the languages of
these countries in addition to being chant-
ed in both Russian and English.

[n the midst of not only religious perse-
cuton but also cxtreme poverty, the
Catholics of Russia have remained com-
mitted to the core Gospel values of hospi-
talitv and joy. A typical Sunday collection
for Ss. Peter and Paul Church would
amount to only five American dollars. The
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(Front, from left) Father Konstantin Periedery, Sister Marie, FMM; (back, from
left) Father Lee Chase, Sister Bozana, FMM, and Father Miroslav Korsak.

priests of the parish make no salary. They
live completely on the stipends they receive
from Mass intentions ( the usual offering
amounting to only a few cents in our cur-
rency) and the generosity of others.

Visiting the apartments of the priests
and women religious who serve the parish,
I realized their apartments could fit into the
average suburban living room with room
to spare. Parishioners, priests and religious
all insisted on hosting meals for me. Itis a
very humbling experience to know some-
one has spent a month’s salary on one meal
‘where you are the honored guest.

“...to be Christ’s presence in our world...”
carries a whole new meaning for us now on
East Avenue. Our perspective has changed
and we are even more committed to learn-
ing about and becoming closer with our sis-
ter parish. Beyond financial assistance we
can offer, it is our hope to learn more about
these people — to break down the walls that
have barred communication for so many
years. We hope to establish an endowment
in the future and raise money to not only
assist them; but, hopefully, to enable people
from both communities to meet each oth-
er and grow together as church.

Over the front door of the seminary I at-
tended, St. Mary's Seminary and Universi-
ty in Baltimore, there is an inscription: Go
Teach All Nations. Little did I know that
when [ met the archbishop of Moscow
there in 1993 that seven years later I would
be in his diocese learning in another way
what it means to be a priest.

Indeed, mission statements are funny —
they creep up on you.

Recognizing

Mary Ellen Lopata, who -co-directs Catholic Gay. & Leshian Faml
the Diocese of Rochester with her husband, Casey, was elected
National Association of Catholic Diocesan Lesbian and, Gay ‘Mihis
tional conference Sept. 7-10 in Oakland, Calif. Tom Ferrarese, a p;
cred Heart Cathedra] Rochester, was elected the orgamzatmn -

vice president of the Canon Law Society of Amem:a durmg its © ‘
tion in Arlington, Va. He will become president of th samety i
Father McKenna has written two books on canon law;:F ]
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Family Owned and Operated

‘ FUNERALHOME [NC
.27 cmh Avenue 426-7830

MR. DOMINICS
AT THE LAKE

Open during road work.

Shuttle service available.
Delicious appetizers,
soups, veal dishes,
vegetarian, chicken,
fish, and homemade pasta

10% Senior Discount

Lunch;
Tues.- Fri. 11-2

Dinners Daily
Jrom 4-9 p.m.

4699 Lake Ave
(716) 865-4630
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