PAGE 4 THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 2000

-

- A

P e e e ay e

DIOCESAN NE

: S -
. A8

CATHOLIC COURIER DIOGESE OF ROCHESTER, N.Y.

Network welcomes new rules

By Rob Cullivan

Statf writer

After fighting fuor two vears to have the
ity of Rochester more closely regulate
sexuallh oriented businesses, Interfaith Ac-
ton, a network of local congregations, has
won 2 najor victory. City Council voted
unanimousty Sept. 19 to enact new legisla-
tion affecting such establishiments.

Although some adult business owners
had criticized the proposed legislation in
other publie sessions, no one spoke up
against it at the Sept. 19 meeting.

In part, the new legislation prohibits
“bady tub” parlors, prohibits physical con-
tact between strippers and customers in
cabarets, and requires the licensing of
some adult businesses. employees and
managers. Sexually oriented businesses
have until Jan. 31 to oblain licenses.

Jenniter Cruppi, a member of Interfaith
Adtion’s organizing committee at Most
Precious Blood Parish, said she and her
naghbors welcomed the new legislation.
Ao, nude juice bar opened up the street
~ o her home in 19949, she said she and
other neighbors teared 1‘thzn many ills
would plagne her aea.

1 ihought that it would bring the neigh-
“oihood down” she said o the juice bar.
tehink 1 diminishes the quahity of life,
wid T thoucht the orime rate would in-
Chenase h

Vet fostg then vear-long fight against
the quice bar, ~he and other Inter faith Ac-

tion members continued to push for
tougher rules and regulations on adult
businesses. Crime did not increase notice-
ably iri her area after the juice bar opened,
but she and her neighbors see the new leg-
islation as a preventative measure.

“The legislation is a big, big deal here
because it's going to make sure that these
problems don't start up or increase here,”
she said. :

Parishioners at Most Precious Blood
were supported in their efforts by mem-
bers of neighboring churches also affiliat-
ed with Interfaith Action: Holy Rosary and
Sacred Heart Cathedral, as well as Grace
United Methodist Church/Grace Urban
Ministries. Interfaith Action collected
4,000 signatures on a petition opposing
adult businesses, and worked with the city
in crafting the new legislation. A city task
force spent several months identifying and
studving adult businesses in the city, rang-
ing from topless bars and bookstores to es-
cort services and massage parlors.

“I think citizen input from Interfaith Ac-
tion and a number of other citizens was
very important ..,,” said Linda S. Kingsley,
the city’s corporation counsel (chief attor-
ney). She noted that the new reguiations al-
low adult businesses their constitutional
right to operate but still sausfy many of the
cammunity residents’ coneerns.

“I think the businesses probably feel,
grudgingly, that what we've done is fair,”
she said.

The new regulatons specify, among

many things, the following requirements
for sexually oriented businesses seeking to

operatein thecity: . * - . .

"o All businesses carrying more than 40
peicent sexually oriented. merchandise,
along with all adult cabarets, adult arcades
and adult theaters, will be required to be li-
censed. Businesses with less than 40 per-
cent of such merchandise nonetheless
must separate their adult material from the
rest of their merchandise, and control ac-
cess so as to prohibit access to minors.

* Vertical and horizontal separations will
be required in all cabarets to prevent phys-
ical contact between entertainers and cus-
tomers, essentially prohibiting “lap danc-
ing.
%Al] adult businesses must be located at
least 1,000 feet from such places as church-
es, playgrounds, schools, hospitals, cultur-
al facilities, libraries, parks and communi-
ty centers, an increase of 500 feet more
than previously mandated. All sexually ori-
ented businesses must be 500 feet away
from any residential zone.

* Body rub parlors are banned, and on-
ly massage professionals licensed by the
state will be allowed to operate massage
businesses. - .

Cruppi said she felt the law struck a
proper balance between the concerns of
the neighbors and the rights of the busi-
nesses.

“I believe that when these laws do go in-
to effect, I think it's going to eliminate any
problems,” she said. :

Diocese places Auburn pastor on leave

Fuhor Robert [ Behg >ui,°p;15mr ot 5t
Pranos of Assisi ChurcheAuburn, s on a
feave of absence for an undewer mined pe-
nod. according o Father Joseph AL Hart,
hiocesan e general.

He will be dealing with personal con-
cerns "not related o any tvpe of criminal
activiny or behavion,” stated a diocesan re-
lease dated Sept 21

According o the statement, Father Be-
Lot will remain pastor of St Francs, but
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Bishop Matthew H. Clark soon will ap-
point a temporary priest administrator.

“St. Francis of Assisi is a parish with a
rich history and a deep spirituality,” Bish-
op Clark said in the statement. “The skilled
staff will be of tremendous assistance dur-
ing this time.”

Father Michael F. Conboy, diocesan di-
rector of priest personnel. spoke at Sept.
16-17 Masses at St. Francis. -

“We have every confidence in the staff
at St. Francis and ask vou to be of support
to them during this difficult time,” he said,
in part. “The staff has not done anything
wrony or anything inappropr{ate that has
led to Father Beligotti's leave.”

“We also have heard that some parish-
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ioners feel that the parish now is to be
closed. Again I must be very clear — the
parish is not closing.”

Father Conboy reiterated diocesan sup-
port for the parish. He also said that cards
or notes to Father Beligotti may be sent
through the parish secretary, Lee Gaylo,
to his attention at the Pastoral Center.

Father Beligotti, 58, has been pastor of
St. Francis since 1993. He left the parish
Sept. 15.

Bob Delaney, immediate past president

of St. Francis’ Parish Council, said Father
Beligotti was well-liked. He said rumors
have been circulating about the cause (_)f
the priest’s departure, but “if anyone
knows anything, they're not talking.”
- “It seems to me it would be better if the
people really did know and coulq figure
out a way to contend with it,” Delaney said.
“I hope it's something that could be
straightened out and he will be able to re-
turn.”
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