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Mass is the launching pad to Christ-like service 
In this final segment of a series of ar­

ticles using parts of the Mass as a basis 
for reflecting on our moral lives, I've 
chosen the closing invocation: "Go in 
peace to love and serve the Lord." 

Common sense tells us that those 
words simply conclude the ritual and tell 
us to get going. But theological sense 

• lells us that something far more signifi­
cant is actually going on as those words 
are pronounced. 

In context, when we hear those 
words we are just concluding our expe­
rience of communion in the Risen Lord. 
We are finishing our participation in the 
lord's Supper, a pre-taste of the heaven-
K banquet, our commemoration of his 
death and rising. We have experienced 
union with one another in faith, we have 
experienced communion with God 
through that union and through the 
noui ishment of his Body and Blood. We 
ha\e eaten the Bread of Life and drunk 
from the cup of unending salvation. 
Whew! 

Now we are told to "go." It really can 
sound somewhat anti-climactic. 

Still, we don't come together in or­
der to be kept at the table. We come to­
gether in Eucharist precisely for this very 
mobnen^: to be sent back into the world, 
into our lives, nourished by our fellow­
ship with one another and our union 
with God. Baptized Christians are called 
to take up the mission of Christ and to 
carr"v on his work in the world. The ob­
ject-of our faith is not to stay in church; 

the object of our faith is to serve the 
dawning of the kingdom of God on 
earth. 

The object of Eucharist is not simply 
to enjoy intimacy with God ourselves, or 
remain in the beauty of the church or in 
the joy of the liturgy. Our intimacy with 
God, experienced and renewed at the. 
table of the Eucharist, grows and 
strengthens as we move from Sunday to 
Monday, as we seek to realize God's will 
in our work, in our family life, with our as­
sociates, in all our joys and sorrows. We 
read in Scripture that God came to save 
the world. Christ did not come to save the 
church; he came to save the world. 

We are invited to join in that effort, and 
we are strengthened for the task through 
our sacramental celebrations. 

Johann Metz, a German theologian, 
calls the church the "table and story-telling 
community." In his terms, we experience 
the church most profoundly at Eucharist 
as we gather around the table for the eu-
charistic meal. In his terms, listening to the 

readings of the day is akin to the story 
telling that families always engage in when 
they gather for special events and meals. 
We hear again die stories (in this case the 
stories of Israel in die Old Testament and 
the stories of Jesus in die New Testament 
that are die very foundation of our faith 
and our identity as Christians) that form 
us as a people, as individuals called to dis-
cipleship, as the church of God sent forth 
on behalf of die kingdom. 

For Metz, die gadiering widi one an­
other at Eucharist, combined widi hearing 
the stories that supply our basic vision of 
life and value, is significant in itself, but it 
also equips us with die inspiration and en­
ergy to take up our daily lives with a sense 
of mission and ministry. At liturgy we re­
alize what it is to enjoy the nourishment 
of the Lord and the support of die com­
munity of faith. We realize, too, that as we 
offer our lives to God and as we consecrate 
fhe "stuff of those lives," symbolized by die 
bread and wine, we also take on die mis­
sion of Christ to be realized in our daily 
lives. 

Like Jesus, we are called to heal what 
is hurt or broken, to relieve suffering, to 
forgive sinners, to rebuke injustice, to con­
front the haughty and die arrogant, to 
make room for die excluded, to serve the 
cause of righteousness. All diis takes place 
in die very worldly, very secular lives Uiat 
we live through die week. Like Jesus, we 
are called to take up a life of selflessness 
and service. Like him, we are called to con­
front our own demons, whether these take 

the form of a lust for power or things or 
dysfunctional relationships. Like him, we 
are to search for God in die encounters of 
our life that take place all through die 
week, outside and beyond die walls of die 
church. 

Sometimes as Cadiolics we are tempt­
ed to turn baptism into a "cosmic insur­
ance policy" that keeps us safe from some 
unpleasant fate that may befall us beyond 
the grave. Sometimes we associate min­
istry widi what happens closest to die altar. 
We tend to assume that church ministers 
are diose who have been ordained or who 
work for die church. The words spoken at 
die end of every liturgy assure us of some-
diing else. 

They tell us diat baptism is a call to 
take up the mission of Christ It is a call to 
mission, not some kind of passive assur­
ance diat we can escape an unfortunate 
spiritual ending. Those words at die con­
clusion of Mass tell us diat ministry is not 
just what happens in die sanctuary of our 
churches. Real ministry happens in our 
jobs, our friendships, our participation in 
politics, die personal work we do to over­
come our own sins and flaws. Church min­
isters are not only diose who take dieir pay­
checks from die parish. Church ministers 
include all of us who, as die table and sto­
ry telling community, go fortii from diat 
gathering into the world "to love and 
serve the Lord." 

• • • 
Sister Schoelles is president of St. 

Bernard's Institute. 

1PWH 

Could you identify someone who may 
victim of domestic viotenee? — 

— Would you know how to resj 

mm 
% 

In recognition of October being Domestic Violence Awareness Month, the 
Women's Commission of the Diocese of Rochester is co-sponsoring the 
first diocesan formal training sessions for pastoral staff members on 
domestic violence and three prayer and healing services. 

3 p .m . 

7 p.m. 

7 p.m. 

Service of Prayer and Healing 
Sunday, October 1 

(bilingual) Sacred Heart Cathedral, 296 Flower City Park 
St. Mary Our Mother Church, 816 W. Broad St., 
Horseheads 
(bdmguai) St. Stephen Church, 48 Pulteney St., Geneva 

Training Workshop on bomestic Violence 
led by Rev. Stephen Dohner, Ph.D., director of the Department of 

Marriage and Family Ministry in the Cleveland Diocese and founding 

member of the Domestic Violence Task Force in Cleveland. 

October 24 
9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. 
St. Francis"DeSales 

130 Exchange St., Geneva 

October 25 
9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. 

St. Bernard's Institute, 
1100 S. Goodman St., Rochester 

Training at both locations is free. Registration is due October 10 to 
Suzanne Schnittman. Diocese of Rochester, 1150 Buffalo Road, 

Rochester, NY 14624 or by email to schnittman@dor.org. 

n O M A N C A T H O L I C 
D I O C E S E Of R O C H E S T E R 

For more information about the prayer services 
or training workshop, contact Suzanne Schnittman 
at (716) 328-3210, ext. 354 or email 
scrmittmantSldor.org. 
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Announcements 
ADOPTIONS The Catholic 
Courier does not publish 
adoption advertising. To obtain 
a list of agencies that serve 
birth mothers and adoptive 
parents, call 716-328-4340. 
Agencies wishing to be includ­
ed on this list may send infor­
mation to the Catholic Courier. 

Card of Thanks 
THANK YOU TO THE 
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY for 
favors received concerning 
health for my family and me. 
JMP 

Drug Store 

Help Wanted Moving & Hauling 

W.A.B. DRUGS 
COMPLETE 

SURGICAL-OSTOMY SUPPLIES 
Free Delivery in Monroe County 

Phone 323-1470 
4358 Culver Rd. Rochester. NY 14622 

FAX LINE 323-2810 

Merchandise 

We buy all antiques & household 
goods for highest cash prices. 

One item or entire estate. 
Complete estate services. 

Appraisals, sales conducted. 

's Antiques 
7r6-647-2480 

BUSINESS MANAGER: Part-
time, 15 hours/week (days) 48 
weeks/year. Financial*, com­
puter, telephone skills neces­
sary. People skills mandatory. 
Flexibility needed in assign­
ment of tasks. Contact Sister 
Mary Ann Ayers, R.S.M. 
716/544-5698. 

NURSE'S AIDE: Assist elder­
ly woman with light house­
keeping and personal needs. 
City area. Call 716/392-2577 
or 716/737-2861. 

PITTSFORD/PERINTON: 
Childcare wanted for infant. 
Our home or yours. 3 Vi> days 
per week. 716/385-7705 i 

Celling Repair 
TEXTURED/SWIRLED CEIL­
INGS: 9' x 12' ceiling only $591 
Water damage, drywall, plaster 
repairs. Any size patches or 
repairs. Quality work; reason­
able prices. 716/392-5076. 

K-D Moving & 
Storage, Inc. 
Experience in office, 
household moving and 
deliveries. 

Big or SKOU, K4 do Mum AW 

47M610/47S4357 
23 Arlington St. RocheKer NY 14607 

NYDOTt9657 

Painting ft Wall 
Covering 

AL MEYVIS, JR: Ext/int. 
painting. Basement walls 
repaired/painted. "Wet base­
ment problems." Carpentry. 
Driveway sealing. All types 
small jobs welcome. Sr. dis­
count. Certified. 392-4435 or 
323-2876. , 

B U R G - M A S T E R 
PAINTING/PAPERHANGING, 
textured ceilings, walls, ceil­
ings repaired, rugs sham­
pooed. Insured, powerwash-
ing. Dan Burgmaster, 716/663-
0827. 

Masonry 
MASONRY REPAIRS: All 
types, brick steps, sidewalks, 
basement wall repairs. Rea­
sonable. 35 years experience. 
716-323-1007 Al Meyvis' Sr 

Plaster Restoration 
Wallpapering Painting 

Free Estimates 

716-482-3243 • 716-703-8245 

7erry & Nina McCullough 
A Couple That Care 

Musical Instruments 
VIOLINS Full and % in sizes 
Maggini instrument beautiful 
tone $400 Call 716/453 
9619 

e-mail ISfeed a classified? 

Kids' answers from page 11: name, kingdom, earth, bread, forgive, against, temptation, evil 
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