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Doctors group
will be a forum

By Kathleen Schwar

Assiniant editor

Dowcersi the Rochester Diocese are ex-

S ent o 2athar nest month o review re-
ooe ot astnvey and set the stage tor anew
o e canization of Cathohe physiaans,

“sad Father John A Fir-

Cates. "We

I s happening,
oo puston of S Helen's Paesh,
S dome o rhongnhtully and with the best
aierest of the doctors and the Catholie
( hurch.”

A Sept. 20 meeung was postponed and
A new date s bemg set, he said.

Father Fupo. appointed by Bishop
Matthew H Clark as diocesan laison to the
projedt. sad asteering committee sent a
surves fast tall o 1,400 Catholic and non-

¢ whole plasiaans m the Finger
Fakes Momoe County area. The response
Sroni about 20t phnsioans was heartening,
even phumxmn il” given busy
~Ciedules oday,

“He noted that 97 percent of doctors re-
sponding suongh agreed that they make
ctionts e retlect on the ethical implications
‘of the health care they provide. Among
ctiicad concerns they reported facing were
the b distnibution of health-care services
aned nd-ob-iie isues, he said. ’

O the steenng committee are Dr. Jack
Mclnnvre, head of psvehiatry at Lml\
Health Ssstemi: Dr. Marguerite Dynska, bS]

AssisLant professor of surgery and director

e sand.

ot medical students and physician assistants
A ViabHealth-Rochester General Hospital;
In Ruth Lawience, a nationallv-known tac-
tanion specuibist, of the University of
Rochester Medical Center: Dr. Joseph Sali-
pante, an mternal medicine physician: Bet-
< Mackimnon of Unity Health Svstem; and
Marvin Mich, diseawor of social policy and
rescarch ar Catholic Famhv Center of
Rocctiesten

Formanon of a new Catholic physicians

~2roup s imnended o create a forum for
open didlogue on ethies as related to
health<are services and an arena in which
physicians can share fellowship. The orga-
nizaton abso s intended o assist the larger
Cathohe community with struggles related
10 health<care experiences and their faith,
where appropriate, or to serve as a “think
tank.” according to Father Firpo.

Dr. Lawrence added that the group
could possibly provide a registry of
Catholic doctors.

Currently, if Per)PIc wish 1o find a
Catholic phvsician, Father Firpo suggested.
“1 think it's alwavs wise to contact their
parish mimsters, 1o see if there are Catholic
doctors within the parishes and ask them if
thev know of any regarding a speciality,
whether psvchiatry or podiatry or whatev-
er It is.

The tormer Catholic Physicians Guild
operaung in the diocese changed its name
i 19497 1o the St. Luke’s Medical Associa-
ton and disassociated itself with the dio-
cese. That move followed a disagreement
over Bishop Matthew H. Clark’s “compas-
stonate treaunent of homosexuality.”

Uhe carrent president of St Luke'sis Dr.
Joseph DiPoalo St an mternal-medicine
phyvsican, who said his group has 20 1o 25
membeors St Luke’s s associated with the
nanonal Catholic Medical Assoctation, now
Breaded by Di AMichael Aicllo, former pres-
dene ob St Tauke's and tormerly of
Rochester D DiPoalo also sits on the dio-
cose s Consstent Lafe Erthie Committee.
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programs.

Memory walk

Arnie and Mary Jane Gissin of Rochester walk along the Erie Canal path during the Alzheimer’s Associaton Memory
Walk on Sept. 17 in Rochester. The seventh annual walk raised $78,000 for the association’s Rochester chapter. it
included 35 teams with more than 600 participants. Proceeds will support education, advocacy, support and research

John PowelllPhoto Intem

- Obituary

Sister Joan of Arc Pero, SSJ, dies at 100

Sister Joan of Arc Pero of the Sisters of
St. Joseph died Aug. 12, 2000, one week
short of her 101st birthday.

She was a native of Rochester and en-
tered the Sisters of St. Joseph from Our
Lady of Perpetual Help Parish in 1918.
She was a graduate of Nazareth High
School and earned a teacher’'s degree
from Nazareth Normal School.

Sister Joan of Arc taught in the
parochial schools of the diocese for b1
vears. Among the schools in which she
taught were: Blessed Sacrament, St.
Patrick Cathedral, Nazareth Hall, St.
Agnes Institute, Sacred Heart, Holy Apos-
tles, Holy Rosary, all of Rochester; St.

Mary, Canandaigua; St. Agnes, Avon; Im-
maculate Conception, Ithaca; and St.
Patrick, Mt. Morris.

Sister Joan of Arc attended business
school and helped provide secretarial sup-
portin some schools, at a time when some
schools did not have secretaries. Of all the
schools in which she taught, her favorite
was said to be St. Patrick, Mt. Morris,
where she worked 21 years, her longest
time at any of the schools.

In 1999 Sister Joan of Arc celebrated
two milestones — her 100th birthday and
80 years of religious life. She said she did
not envision living to 100 but in her own
words, “It’s been a long time to live, but

look at all I would have missed had I died
young.”

Sister Joan of Arc is survived by her sis-
ter, Rhea Englert; her sister-in-law, Renata
Pero of Rochester; nieces; nephews,
cousins and her sisters in the congrega-
tion.

Msgr. William H. Shannon celebrated
her funeral Mass, assisted by Father Bruce
Ammering, in the motherhouse chapel
Aug. 16.

Burial was in Holy Sepulchre Cemetery.

Contributions may be made in her
memory to St. Joseph Convent Infirmary,
4095 East Ave., Rochester, NY 14618
3798.

Recognizing

* Susan Bielat, an English teacher at
Our Lady of Mercy High School,
Brighton, has been recognized as an
“Outstanding Educator” by the Univer-
sity of Rochester. Bielat was nominated
for the honor by 1999 Mercy graduate
Heather Eysaman of Pittsford. “Mrs.
Bielat made English senior year the best
ever,” Eysaman said. “She treated us like
adults and taught in the same manner.
What we read and discussed was helpful

PR

and wonhwhﬁc not oniy acaxlcmlcally o

but personally,”

* Catholic Faxmly Centér's Cathohe
Youth Organization (CYO) has rece
a gift of $500 from the Rochester esge
Radio Club's Children CharitigsiGo
mittee. The gift was given
CYO in its work with yo
which covers such areas as:

ration, conflict resolunon srammg e-

cxslon-makmg and leaderslup sklﬂs
¥% Ji-Yoen Choi, 28, organist:at]
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