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How do we reach our young Catholics? B

I enjoved my chat with Abby Rose before all. »
the Red Wings game yesterday (Aug. 20). It I agree with our columnist friend that we By M
was Catholic Diocesan Family Day at will not meet this need by adding youth Styaff
Fronuer Field. As part of that observance, pages or printing more pictures of our —_
this beautiful voung woman from St. John's along young people. 1 hope you will agree that . SE
Parish, Spencerport, was to sing our there is much exciting youth ministry going f:;’:,lrtg
national anthem a cappella before the the Way on in our diocese these days, and that the ed in
game. 1 was to throw a ceremonial first Catholic Courier does a very good job in cov- annu
pmh : : % ering our youths and their activities. And ~Th
While we waited for the Red Wings staff By BISHOPM ATTHEW H. CLARK yet we know that we are not realizing our loner

to lead us to our assigned places, I asked > desire to connect with them as consistently -C—ht?ri
Abby if she was at all nervous about singing Noting thai surveys indicate diocesan and effectively as we would like. more
before thousands of people. She smiled a newspapers attract an older readershlp, To get back to Abby for a moment and, . Clark
verv peaceful smile and said, “A little bit.” I~ Father McBrien miaintains that “... the through her, to the kids I meet all year to ob
said I would have been surprised if she had ~ Catholic press, and diocesan weeklies in 'round: They are just great. They’re gifted, ' ‘It
- rexp(mded otherwise, and confessed that1  particular, are not going to attract a generous and faithful. They have much to ?ﬁ;
was nervous about my assignment, t0o. younger audience simply by adding some give to the community and generous spirits . Th
- What I did not tell her was that last year, youth pages or running more photos of for the giving. But they also need and wel- by th
doing the same thing at the same event, my  young people.” All of the evidence, he sug-  come the support of the community as ‘ Wors
pitch wiped out a family of earthworms on  gests, indicates that the best way to reach they deal with the many complex issues | the (
its way to the catcher. I did not want to do.  younger people is through the Internet. they have to deal with in this day and age. Miss:
that again. Father McBrien's piece is on target, in ~ They are wise enough to recognize that the 2::1311‘
As it turned out, Abby’s rendition of the ~ my opinion, and I am happy to tell you road can be hard, and are humble enough ' Addi
song was just beautiful. And, although I that we have been thinking about these to welcome our encouragement, support o ited «
could never describe my pitch as beautiful,  issues for some time. Our paper is read and guidance along the way. ; part.
I did manage to get the ball into the catch-  mainly by people of my generation and the The experience with Abby yesterday rein- ‘It
er's mitt without destroying any wildlife in ones just before and after mine. We are forces my conviction that we need to be : ‘ for%;
the process. I do credit and thank Abby, also aware that our readership grows older  concerned for one another and share our d com:
whose calmness and peace in the face of an  each year. While deeply grateful for the gifts as best-we can. That certainly includes, - shou
assignment much more difficult than my loyalty and support of all of our readers, but is not limited to, consistent, loving and | Com
own did so much to relax me. we need to face the hard fact that, unless respectful communication across genera- 5 ary; |
Even as [ write about Abby, I think of the =~ we make some changes, we run the risk of  tional lines. Yesterday I tried to help Abby. - hanc
Father Richard McBrien’s recent “Essays in ~ not connecting as effectively as we would I know she helped me. We need to explore ; gﬁ;c_
Theology” column (Catholic Courier, August  like with our gifted and faithful younger all possible ways, including the Internet, to | ter C
10) in which he argued that newspapers are  sisters and brothers. Failure to find such connect with the young. Just think of the i T
= not effective means of communication with  ways to share our faith and encourage one  future without them. ! " tanc
the young people of today. another would be to the detriment of us Peace to all. ] i ltll:)af:l
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No Entrance Fee Required. Call us today! T
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the Incredible Value” | § &

e French call it joie de vivre, or-love of life. apartment homes. Or, fall in love with the security | &3
That ability to approach life joyfully and fully =~ and peace of mind that comes from having priority fami
“When 100 king into retirement appreciate all that each day has to offer. Every day, access to a full continuum of health care services ‘B“’l:
- s - residents of Chapel Oaks, Rochester’s newest and right on the St. Ann’s campus. » < atA
comnunities, I made sure I upderstood ) . . .
finest rental retirement community, are finding the ) . . ) 4 , ton
the variety of options available to me. joy of retirement living. Once you've experienced Retfrement is your time to seize the day and ing:
life at Chapel o ) life to its fullest; to experience your . onic
With no entrance fee, I feel I get a real ife at Chapel Oaks, you may find yourself falling “joie de vivre.” Please call (716) 342-3052 ’ Schx
in love with the true joy of living all over again. L . ‘ ‘ M
value because I'ni not locked into any for more information about Chapel Oaks t ! Hor
V . . all in love with the tradition of St. Ann's of or to arrange your personal tour. Once i sche
type of program. And having that kind . @ary
Greater Rochester, Inc., who for 125 years has you see all that we have to offer, you may min
ofj: cerlom allows me to travel exten- provided senior adults with a truly fu[ﬁlling just find yourself falling in love with the } -
sively, whzch I have always enjoyed. retirement lifestyle. The location of being perfectly ~ true joy of living all over again! : E}
- won I ) situated on 14 beautiful, secluded acres of the St.
1en, when I return to the sec1111t3/ and Ann’s campus and just minutes away from A
comfort of my home at Chapel Ouks, Rochester’s finest shopping, entertainment and Eyml'
I continue to relive my excursions by cultural acnvmes.' The mdepfmdeanz to continue an Brig
active life style without routine maintenance and , “;i‘il
pl'L’SE’iltl‘llg fi'lZI’L’I()gllL’S Uf my fﬂblll()lls tiresome daﬂy chores. The value of a rental concept S T ° A N N S o C
- . . CHAPEL OAKS )
trips, both near and far.” with no entrance fee, which makes Chapel Oaks Full of Life ﬁlre
.. ’ . .. ez
‘ R@%ter s most aﬁ?rdabl? reuren.\e;\;lhvmg. 4 1550 Portland Avenue Rochester, NY 14621 gf a
— Marguerite “Peg Pinney” | opuor.15-. The convemem::e of exceptional services an (716) 342-3052 ; Tow
amenities, and the spacious one- and two-bedroom An affiliate of St. Ann’s of Greater Rochester, Inc. . mb
Iromdequoit, Newe York ‘ @ in_](z
) .




