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Couple celebrates 50 years, lifetime

By Liza R. Mugnolo
Editorial intern

ROCHESTER - The Jubilee Year 2000
marks a significant year especially for An-
thony and Jean DiGiovanni, who cele-
brate their golden wedding anniversary.

The DiGiovannis renewed their wed-
ding vows at Ss. Peter and Paul’s Church
on July 23. Father Paul Tomasso, former
pastor of Ss. Peter and Paul’s and close
friend to the couple, presided. The guest
list included the DiGiovannis’ family,
many of the original members from their
wedding party and any parishioners who
wanted to come.

The couple has belonged to Ss. Peter
and Paul’s throughout their 50 years of
marriage and, through the parish, has de-
voted their-lives to ministry outreach.

“They are wonderful people,” re-
marked Craig Bullock, pastoral adminis-
trator. Somewhat apologizing for using an
overused term, he said, “They are really

" like pillars of Saints Peter and Paul in the

best sense of that.”

They really have the “right spirit” and
energy, he said. “Though they aren’t
young anymore, they’re always there will-
ing to do anything.”

Those who frequent this inner-city
parish know Tony and Jean’s friendly
faces well. The couple, who live in Hilton,
show up at Ss. Peter and Paul’s at least
three times during the week to help fulfill
the parish’s mission of reaching out to the
less fortunate.

“I think the fact that they are enriching
their lives through service brings enrich-
ment to their marriage,” Sister Barbara
Kuhn, SSJ, commented. “It’s a great way
to contribute.”

Sister Kuhn directs the 18-year-old St.

Peter’s Kitchen; one of several-Ss: Peter

Andrea Dixon/Staff photographer

Father Paul Tomasso blesses Tony and Jean DiGiovanni during the renewal of
thelr wedding vows at Ss.. Peter and Paul’'s Church in Rochester on July 23,
marking the DiGiovannl’'s 50th wedding anniversary.

and Paul’s ministries and an operation

that Jean frequently volunteers for. Dur--

ing an interview with the Cathiolic Courier,
Jean dished out lunch to as many as 200
people in the basement of the former:St.
Augustine School building, where Tony
had attended school as a child.

Not one day goes by that the St. Peter’s
Kitchen doesn’t receive food supplies
from Tony, who delivers goods all the way

- from their home in Hilton. He acquires

the food through donations from the
Hilton Big M, Wegmans grocery and any
surplus from St. Joseph’s House of Hos-
pitality. Tony also supplies breads and

other food items for the St. Paul’s table
on Sundays, an after-church ministry that
provides baskets for needy members of
the community.

Jean also works the hospitality table af-
ter Masses, where she serves foods and
beverages to church visitors. She also
oversees the liturgy committee and eu-
charistic ministry, which involves weekly
planning and scheduling for the church.

Tony is the “unofficial welcomer of
new people,” Bullock said. “Tony makes
people feel warm and welcome. He re-
members their names.” s

“He's.there an hour before every Mass,

Thoughts to Consider

EDWIN SULEWSKI
Funeral Director
When should we get back
to a regular routine
after a loved one dies?

No two people react in exactly the
same way to the death of a loved one!
Some people do well-by plunging into
old routines or setling up new ones.
Others need time to adjust without the
deceased. They need time to express
feelings, to. leamn new-ways of doing
things and to put affairs in.order. The
critical matter is that the grieving person
be aware of and willing to deal with the
changes death has created. Activity
solely for the purpose of escaping’
feelings and running from the pain will
not work. On the other hand inactivity
can further depression. The newly
bereaved should take time to deal with
feelings and then begin the tasks
necessary to make life meaningful.

SCHAUMAN-SULEWSKI
FUNERAL OE

1717 Portland Avenue
Just North of Ridge Road

(716) 342-3400 .

Since 1975
GEN-SEE investors have
done better for 5 great reasons:

* Regular monthly checks
+ No fees or commissions

. » Low minimum initial investment
- $5,0(_)(_).00

* High yields and capital growth
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* Guaranteed rate of interest for term of Certificate

Make the phone call that will earn you‘8.7 1% annually.

Call 716-881-0696
1-800-507-4393 B

Gen-See Capltal COrporatnon

Earn More,

Worry Less

Go with experience
you can trust...
Because Gen-See cares about your retirement money!
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of service

funeral and wedding, setting up, pumng
up mikes, taking care of everything.” ]

Both serve on the finance committee
and, Tony said, there are “very generous
people — if they can't give their time, they
give their money.”

Every Thursday the DiGiovannis faith-
fully attend the parish’s healing service, a
ceremony meant to bless less fortunate
people of the conimunity.

“We pray for people and for each oth-
er,” Jean said. “We bring our prayers in
for people who need consolation.”

The retired Rochester firefighter and
former legal secretary have four children,
Gina, Mark, Connie and Andrea, two of
whom are parishioners at Ss. Peter and
Paul’s. They also have six grandchildren
and two greatgrandchildren.

Raised on the west side of the city, Tony
has belonged to Ss. Peter and Paul’s since
he was a boy, an outreach parish for as
long as he can remember. Originally from
Binghamton, Jean had converted to
Catholicism before meeting Tony in
Rochester just one year later. The couple
was introduced at a friend’s wedding,
which took place at the former American
Legion House on Dewey Avenue.

According to the DiGiovannis, their
marriage success is no secret — raising
their family and serving their neighbors
together has been the key to their cele-
brating 50 years together, which Tony
added are “all good memories.”

THE HURLBUT

Three Generations of Caring

We are a full service medical facility
providing the following services for the
comfort of our patients and residents:

« Comprehensive rehabilitation services for
short term stays

* Specialized care services in the form
of infusion therapy, wound care and
management, tracheostorny, colostomny,
illeostomy, and gastrostomy tube care,
hospice care

» Skilled nursing care and rehabilitation for
those in need of long term placement

* Physical, occupational, speech therapy

Admissions and tours
available 7 days a week

1177 E. Henrietta Rd. Rochester, NY 14623
(718) 424-4770 Fax (716) 424-1922
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Blossom View

Nursing Home

|
Serving Wayne & Monroe Counties & The Fingeriakes|
Quality Service Since 1973
» Qutpatient Rehab Services seven
days a week
¢ 24 Hour Professional Nursing Care
* Physical Occupational and
Speech therapy F
* Recreational Activities program |
* Country gourmet meals with
selective menus
« Telephone and Cable accessible rooms |
* Private and Semi-private rooms
» Enclosed, landscaped courtyard P
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« Environmentally controfled heating
& air system
» Private lounges with TV and Telephone
* Beauty and Barber shop
« Security system
* Chapel
« Medicaid & Medicare approved

315-483-9118

6884 MAPLE AVE., SODUS
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