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‘ ago, and evolved into the Martha and Mar-

SR R
e

THURSDAY, AUGUST 10, 2000 PAGE §

By Liza R. Mugnolo
Ed.ttonal intern
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Marthabusied herselfservmgjesug during
his prief visit  (Luke10:; 38-42 ‘Martha also
exemplified the. ibli P
ing those who are bereaved, as evident with
her approach to her alhng bmther Lazarus
(John 11:13), |,

The umeless art of hospltahty contmues ]

today thh the, Mq;tha* Minist
diocesan pafishés lﬁﬂndln'é.St.
Webster, St. Francis'de Sales iri Geneva and
St. Mary Our Mother of Horseheads. |

) ;;oy:dé’ﬁxheral
receptions on church pro rty:Stich a'con-
venience frees families from the over-
whelming task of feeding a large group of
funeral guests while they themselves are

. grieving,

At St. Paul’s Parish, the families provxde

* the necessary foods, while/Connie Campisi,

cochair of the Marthas, selects people from
-a committee-to assist with meal prépara-
tion. The parish may provide baked goods,-

coffee and punch for the receptions.
“We're the social ministry designed to
help St..Paul’s Parish in times“of need,”
Campisi said. * °
St. Paul’s m:mstry started about 10 years

tins Ministry, as- its male members pre-
ferred the masculine reference, she said.

She said the “M and Ms” also prepare cri-
sis meals, which are distributed to families

undergoing surgeries or other diffit
They also prepare sunshifi k,ets
packages “just to let them know
family is.concerned with théit

Fach November, the Marﬂmnd‘Mams

organize a memorial Ma§§ at St. Paul’s.
where all those who have passed away over
_the,, ear are announced and remen;bered
sal
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~ “Jes Hvery worthWhﬂeﬁniniStry, _
Mary Kay. Winters, .one of the origi

members of this mxmstry, whlch curmmly‘

meals, sunshine baskets
or the memorial Mass.

“We have a lot of good people thai vol

unteer here and come back,” Grassi stated.
St. Francis dé'Sales* Martha Ministry was
started about a year ago by Father Ronald
Harley, former parish pastor, and ernger-
dereda of about 200 volunteers.
Theresa Caito said that Father Harley

ua]ly gave the Rosary Soaety the responsi-

n,}gitc Blud
Phone. 288,4664""’1"3:(.

fooddgnamdformneral

bility of carrying out the xmmstry A sepa-
raté comnmittee now administers the pro-
- gram, undet Caito's direction. Like that of
St. Paul’s, this ministry provides funeral re-
ceptions arid sends-out sympathy cards.’
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At John M. Hedges, we respect and value traditions. Teaditions of trust
and, of true persenal interest in every. respect, including the appreclatlon

of theﬁnanual concerns of every famx[y.

Please call or visit, we are available for: .
. At need ‘funeral semce arrangements

lrrevocable Trusts -
Weaare centrally lochted at Empu'e

!« Pre-need;drrangement consultation ~
. Memonal Service Anangements
and Culvetr(across from St. Ambrose) - -

to meet “the needs of-faniilies-from every section of Rochester and i its suburbs. o
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Sales Church ln Geneva. mWB”men are pan (mm Martha mnlsuy They prepare

“The ~people  just marvel at it,” said Caito,

. who also serves as vice-president of the
Rosary Society “St. Francis de Sales is a
 very giving parish.”

While the parish supplies food and bev-
erages. ‘the Martha Ministry goes to work
- preparing the meals in the basement of the
old St. Francis DeSales School building for
a funeral reception.

In Ovid, Holy Cross Parish even offers
. famiilies ‘three guiest bedrooms-in the for-
mer. rectory, thanks to the creative hospi-
tality of Father Bernard M. Maloney, OFM

~ Cap., pastor of the Seneca County pansh

“It's all clamed up and painted,” stated
| Sandy Huhn, parish réceptionist. Ovid, she
' noted; is soriie’ 20 miles away from the near-
“est hotel, and sometimes a family has many
funeral guests arriving from far away.

Meanwhlle, wormen of Holy Cross make

crt bereaved

use of the building's huge dining room,
na, glassware and kitchen to provide warm

_ Teceptions for grieving familics,

St. Mary Our Mother in Horseheads pro-
vides services for the bereaved through its
Lazarus Society. Father Thomas Burr, pas-
tor, derived the title from a book about
church ministry called The Total Parish
Manual by Father William Bausch.

“T've always felt that we don't do enough
when a person- dies,” remarked Linda
Stundtner, coordinator of the society. Her
husband, Harold, died 17 years ago, when
they lived in another community.

As parish council chairwoman at St.
Mary Our Mother she learned of various
programs, and presented her ideas to Fa-
ther Burr, who became pastor several years
ago. Jim Lynch, funeral director from Van-
Buskirk-Lynch Funeral Home and a parish-
ioner, helped develop the program.

“It’s like we all came to the same idea at
the samie time,” Stundtner said]

Today the Lazarus Society prepares fu-
neral meals, offers visitation to the funeral
home, and sends sympathy cards as well as
cards throughout the year after a death. If
requested, a volunteer accompanies a fam-
ily member to the funeral home upon the
death of an individual. Funeral meals are
prepared in either in the family’s home or
St. Mary Our Mother School basement, at
the family’s discretion.

The Lazarus Society provides something
tangible, Stundtner said. “This helps them

- when they're most vulnerable.”

Families who suffer a death also may
contact a volunteer at any time for conver-
sation, company and general support.

Stundtner, a retired teacher who has a
master’s degree in counseling from Alfred
University, usually receives these calls.

“I think sometimes people don’t know
what 10 say at a time like that and don't
knowhow to go abonrhe]pmg If someone
is dymg, they kind of just back away. You
say ‘I'm sorry’ and it drops. People kind of
fumble around for the right words. This
kind of gives them a focus.”

'SHARE A GREAT ﬂﬂMPASSIﬂN

Chnst Himself; invites us to imitate the (oo Sahantan who, on
seeing a suffering man... "had compassion... bound up his
wounds... and took care of hlm. "

nsymahié vMassachusetts * Georgia * Minnesota

We nve ir comrpumty, take vows of pover!y chastity and obedience, and pursue
a-deep prayer life. Giving witness to the
eer patients in‘sevén; modern nui'smg homes. All care is free. Many who enter
“our Commumty have‘ne prior: n‘ﬁ?smg expenence -
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sanctity of life, we nurse incurable can-
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