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When we pray, our audience is God 
This week I'm continuing this short se

ries considering the moral implications 
that might follow from the aspects of 
worship that are part of the eucharistic 
celebration. Todav I'm focusing on the 
praver. After we gather and participate 
in the opening rues, including the ritual 
of reconciliation, we pray- In the missal 
I used growing up, this prayer was called 
the "collect." I always thought that must 
mean the prayers of the whole congre
gation were "collected" together at that 
point and directed to God. 

I'm not sure whether that interpreta
tion has much validity, but I am sure that 
this is an important moment in the litur-
gv We greet each other, we acknowledge 
that we have sinned and that we stand in 
need of reconciliation, and then we pray. 
We open our hearts and minds to God. 
We diiect our attention away from our-
seKes. our ordinate concerns, our usual 
distractions, out customary responsibili
ties and refer to God. We pray. 

We know, of course, that prayer can 
take mom forms. Sometimes we ask God 
foi what we need, sometimes we praise 
and thank God for the good things we 
have received, somet imes we simply 
open oursches to God ' s presence and 
goodness. The praver of lament has re-
t ei\ed attention recently, and seems now 
to characterize some of our moments of 
pra\er. Bv this we refer to the conversa
tions with God that are actually "com

plaining" or expressing anger — even at 
God! This mode of prayer is found in 
many of the Psalms, and seems particu
larly appropriate when we are faced with 
suffering or the situations of great suf
fering. Some theologians writing from 
the perspective of the Third World ad
vocate this form of prayer for everyone, 
in view of the fact that such enormous 
suffering is present today for the major
ity of our planet's inhabitants. It is no se
cret that two-thirds of those alive today 
live in sub-human misery and depriva
tion. This fact, in the face o f our worship 
of a good God who cares for all of us, 
seems to invoke this kind of "prayer of 
lament." Even Jesus apparently used this 
prayer shortly before his death, when he 
complained: 'My God, my God, why have 
you forsaken me?' 

For me today, however, with my task 
being to try to uncover moral implica
tions that flow from the actions we un

dertake at Mass, I am thinking of a rather 
peculiar phrase. It asks the question: 
"What audience are you playing to?" 

Living our lives in the complex society 
of today means that we all belong to mul
tiple communities, and each one of these 
makes particular demands on us. At 
work, we need to do what the boss wants, 
appeal to our colleagues and associates, 
maintain the standards of our profes
sions and jobs. At home, our spouse has 
needs and demands, our children make 
constant — and mostly justified — claims 
on us, we have to be accountable for our 
financial responsibilities, we have to find 
a balance in terms of household chores 
and family relationships. 

Our parents, our social lives, our out-
of-town associations all make claims on 
us. We need to make sure we've worn die 
right outfit for the right occasion, that 
our appearance meets the expectations 
of die occasion at hand. 

We have to be sure that we're on time 
for our appointments, that our umbrella 
is handy if it rains, diat we aren't neglect
ing our dental care or our fitness needs. 

Surely we face many audiences every 
day of our lives. It is obvious that we have 
a great number of people to whom we 
must appeal, and to whom we are ac
countable. We clearly have many duties, 
sometimes even conflicting ones. We 
have multiple sources of the many de
mands we face and the countless re

sponsibilities that comprise our lives. -
But at die beginning of each Eu

charist, we join together, acknowledging 
that we really are pretty weak and flawed 
people, and we pray to God. We "raise 
our minds and hearts to God," remind? 
ing ourselves again diat die real "audi
ence" before whom we are living our 
lives is God. Praying obviously involves 
words. When he "taught us to pray" Jesus 
used words (though perhaps fewer than 
we might have expected, and less "ex
ceptional" ones that we might have await
ed), Praying involves a special kind of at
tention (to the God who is both absent 
and presence, whom we both know and 
don't know). 

But in looking at our moral lives, it is 
no small thing just to remind ourselves 
diatt praying involves the reminder diat 
die ultimate one to whom we appeal and 
for whom we live is God. Our true and 
ultimate audience is die God of die Uni
verse who creates us, and redeems us 
and sanctifies us. We have many respon
sibilities to many people, but we d o our
selves a grave injustice if we overlook die 
fact that there is an ultimate and most 
important focus for all we do. The ulti
mate source of meaning, the ultimate fo
cus of direction^for our lives is the God 
we worship at every Eucharist. 
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Announcements 

ADOPTIONS The Cathol ic 
Courier does not publish adop
tion advertising. To obtain a list 
of agencies that serve birth 
mothers and adoptive parents, 
call 716-328-4340. Agencies 
wishing to be included on this 
list may send information to the 
Catholic Courier. 

CARD OF THANKS 

THANKS T O BLESSED VIR
GIN MARY for favors received 
regarding health and financial 
matters. JN 

Drug Store 

WJL1. DRUGS 
COMPLETE 

SURGICAL-OSTOMY SUPPLIES 
Free Delivery in Monroe County 

Phone 323-1470 
4358 Culver Rd Rochester. NY 14622 

FAX LINE 323-2810 

Merchandise 

We buy all antiques & household 
goods for highest cash prices. 

One item or entire estate, 
estate services, 
sales conducted. 

's Antiques 
'6447-2480 

Help Wanted 

PITTSFORD CHURCH SEEKS 
VOLUNTEER coordinator. 
Part-time, flexible hours. Great 
opportunity in warm communi
ty for creat ive, energet ic, 
friendly individual. Basic com
puter skills helpful. 586-0580. 

^PROPERTY 

Independent Living 

Gracious Independent 
Senior Living 

Brought to you by tie owners of 
DARK IV CONSTRUCTION CO. INC. 
Smtyfct Gam tata* Am brOm X Mm 

CALL 388-7663 
rochesterindependentliving.com 

Ceiling Repair 

TEXTURED/SWIRLED CEIL
INGS: 9 ' x 12' ceil ing only $59! 
Water damage, drywall , plas
ter repairs. Any size patches 
o r repairs. Quality work; rea
sonable prices. 716/392-5076. 

Masonry 

M A S O N R Y REPAIRS: Al l 
types, brick steps, sidewalks, 
basement wall repairs. Rea
sonable. 35 years experience. 
716-323-1007. Al Meyvis, Sr. 

Moving & Hauling 

K-D Moving & 
Storage, Inc. 
Experience in office, 
household moving and 
deliveries. 

Big or Small, We do Item All.' 

4734610/4734357 
23 Arlington St. Rochester tfY 14607 

NYDOT#9657 

e-mail 
cathcour@frontiernet.net 
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Painting & Wall 
Covering 

AL MEYVIS, JR: Ext./int. 
painting. Basement walls 
repaired/painted. "Wet base
ment problems.1' Carpentry. 
Driveway sealing. All types 
small jobs Welcome. Sr. dis
count. Certified. 392-4435 or 
323-2876. 

B U R G - M A S T E R 
PAINTING/PAPERHANGING, 
textured ceilings, walls, ceil
ings repaired, rugs sham
pooed. Insured, powerwash-
ing. Dan Burgmaster, 716/663-
0827. 

Plaster Restoration 
| Wallpapering Painting 

Free Estimates 

716482-3243 • 716-7034245 

J6ny & Nina McCullough 
A Couple That Cam 
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rochesterindependentliving.com
mailto:cathcour@frontiernet.net

