R oyt A Eea s Y e o e T e e e T ettt ot T o i o S
AR AT A o B DL N unt Uy W e R

KBt e WA QR we et e s e w h e a o+ s

_ CATHOLIC COURIER DIOCESE OF ROCHESTER, N.Y,

THURSDAY, AUGUST 3, 2000 PAGE 9

T esus exglams the lwmg bread

BY ]0E SARNICOLA

Alarge crowd of people had gathered
to hear Jesus speak. Someone asked,
“Teacher, how can we do God’s work on
sarth?” And another asked, “What sign
do we have so that we can believe what
you say’ Moses gave our ancestors

manna when they walked tlu'ougl'l tl\e.

desert.”
The people were quiet while they

waited for Jesus.to answer the questions. -

Jesus looked around at the people before
he spoke. “You only need to do one thing
and you will be doing God’s work. That
is, to believe in the God has sent

to you. Manna fed our fathers and moth-

ers who spent forty years in the desert.
But the manna did not come from Moses,

it came from God. And now God has

sent bread which gives life to those who

_eatit.”

This statement by Jesus caused much
whispering among the crowd. “Give us
this bread that gives hfe," one of them

“Just as manna
came down from
heaven and fed the
people, I am the liv= | .
ing bread, the bread | -
of life. I, too, have
come from heaven
Whoever eats this
bread will have eter-
nal life, and this

.bread is my flesh. I
give it freely so. that
the world may live.”

* ‘Now the people,
especially the Jewish
leaders, began to

‘atgue about what
Jesus was saying.
“How can we eat a
man’s flesh and live
forever?”

Jesus continued. “Unless you eat the
flesh and drink the blood of the Son of
Man, you do not have his life inside of
you. Those who do this will be raxsed
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Many of the disciples of Jesus were
there, and they also wondered what §
Jesus was talking about. So they asked o
him privately, “We don’t understand.

The’ fguxtGospels record'the impor-
at ‘events-in the life of Jesus. The
,,ks of Matthew, Mark and Luke
“are similar, and many stories from
one can be found in the others. For
this reason they are called the synop-

e Bospels, from the Creek word that
edns "olew togsthar” Sama Biblas
and religious "education : Dooks
include charts:that-show where these
stories-occur in‘the.three Gospels;.
-Each of these books is told fromia.

different. pomt ‘of view. M;xtthew, for, 4

gs Jesu;dla An Lk forused
esus as a humatt bei m.addx- ‘

How can we do what you ask?” .
“Why are you surprised?” Jesus e
asked. “What if I were to go back to ¢
heaven in front of you? It is the spirit that .
gives life. The flesh is useless. The words b
I speak are spirit, and they give life. But g
there are those among you who doubt. o
No one may: come to me, unless my 2
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Send your essay — including name, home disciples if they believed, Peter said,
address, telephone number, school and grade — “Lord, we know you are God’s holy
to Catholic Courier, P.O. Box 24379, Rochester, NY 14624. Deadline for entries is one.” ' . '

" Aug. 17, 2000. The winner will be notified by phone and receive the savings READ MORE ABOUT IT
" bond by mail. In addmon, the winner’s essay will be published in an upcom- John 6 ’

ing iésue of Kids’ Chronicle. Last mionth’s winner was Emma Christiantelli;’
- who will be a second-grader at St. Joseph School, Aubumn, In answer to the

question, Why do you think Jesus came to live on the earth?, she wrote: I think
§ Jesus came to live.on earth because he wanted to tell us not to do bad things,
] 1 and to tell us not to-be mean to other people. He told us to live good lives.

Q&A

1. What did Jesus say about God's work?
2. What was Peter’s answer to Jesus?

Puzzle /

~ Fill in the blanks to discover some of the miracles Jesus
performed in the Gospel of John. Chapter numbers are given to
help you find the answers. Answers on Page 6.
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