3
i
5‘
!

——

- Tty

e e e oMo

THURSDAY, JULY 27,2000 PAGE?

Cathdhc News Servxce

“NEW YORK (CNS) — Heady afteralate :

season fishing trip that netted a big catch,

the s:x men aboard the Andrea Gail head 13

s taken Sebastian Junger's non-
b Bestseller and fashionied it into-an
‘ xﬁ ria e of men againgrthc sea,ﬁjn

uawler, the Andrea :Gail,

swordfisir off Newfoundiand, It's a digey

proposmon 50 late in the season but his -
crew of five all need the money badly-.' ¥

enaugh‘to_nsk the trip:
Heai Tng back out are Bobby (Mark

Wéﬁ]berg) who needs the cash to settle | <

down-:with. girlfriend Christina (Diane
Lane); Murph-(John C. Rellly) ‘who’s sup-
porting a 4n estranged. wife and small son;

* newcomier Sully (William Fichtner), who in-

stant.ly icks a fight with Murph; lovelorn
Bugsy (]ohn Hawkes); and Jamaican Alfred
Plerre (Allen Payne). .

Qun can entertam
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By Anne Navarro Co
Catholic News Service.

them into chicken piesin the dehgh il clay
animation feature “Chicken Run" (D _'
Works).
“Not a day goes by that feisty"Gin
(voice 6f Julia Sawalha) does not try to
break out of the confining coop at Mr§
Tweedy's egg farm. Togethier with’
feathered friends, ‘Ginger schemes af
plans for their freedom, but her ideas'
ways wind her up in solitary confineme

trapped in a garbage bin uritil she is al-

lowed out.

Weary and ‘discouraged, Gmger has run |

out of strategies. But one evening, looking
up in the sky, she sees an astonishing sight:
a rooster flying straight over the barbed
wire fence and landing in the chickén feed.
It’s Rocky the Flying Rooster (voice of Mel

Gibson), #ho makes His hvmg being shot |

out of a circus canon, and is now a‘fugitive
from the greatest show on-eaith: Believing
Rocky can actually fly; Ginger offers him a
safe haven. In , he must teach Gin-
gerand themtoftheglrlstoﬂap thelrway
to freedom. e

However, with:the egg count down, the

greedy Mrs:‘Tweedy (voice of Miranida |
Richardson) hs liatched a planthat Wwill -

make’ her and-her henpecked husband

(voice of Tony: Haygarth), filthy rich: chick- -
en pies. Can Rocky teach the flock to fly -

beforeitistoodate? -

With “Chicken Run,” : directors Peter -

Lord-and Nick Park bring their innovative
talent in ‘clay animation to their first full-
length feature film. Many will recognize
them as the creators of the “Wallace &

Gromit” shorts and other award-wmmng

short films,
Using their dlstmctwe brand of stopmo-

tion clay figure ariimation, Lord and Park -
bring the chickens tolife. The clay chickens

have as many:as 60 interchangeable beaks,
each correspondmg 40-a vowel-or conso-
nant sound;"4ttésting to-the care-and time:
taken to make the hens vivid creatures.

- And the proofiis in théresults. Each one

in the flock has a individual'look and:per- -

sonality with fantastic anthropomorpmzedi

turied frori angther poor catch |

, ’Bﬂly Tyne (George Clooney)is | -
detennmed to end his losing streak by bold- |
ly going-back-one more time in: search of |-

: drenchmg the hens, ¢

CNS/Wamer Bros. Pictures

George clooney stars -as captaln in the adventure, “The Perfect Storm,” with
Mark Wahlbérg asa co-star and _tellow fisherman.

ther into the Atlanuc where swordfish
abound.

When they head hoime, their vessel
bursting with fish, Hurricane Grace has
roared up from Bermuda on -a collision
course with two other weather fronts — for

Rocky salls over - the fence. - of

Tweedy's Egg Farmto helf
gle clay anlmated féatu;;o
un,”

features. And scenes.s
Tain pours down on

The duectors evenm

of culture clash between t.he moreukervﬁ

British chickens and the cocky:- Amencan
rooster.

. *Chicken Run’is visuially pleagxng{and |

amusing: ‘There are a few intensé scenes
that may momentarily frighten younge

. ones. However; thére isenough excxtement <
-and credtivity inthe 80-plus minutes: fo

make‘for an entertaining family-outing. -

“The'U SiCatholic Conference dlassifica: | |
tion is Al — general patronagé. The Mo~ .}~ -
tion Picture Assoeiationi o.£Amenm ratmg |2
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a storm of unprecedented proportions.
The Andrea Gail must head straight into it
to get home: before the fish spoil or wait
out the storm until it is safe.

Mecanwhile, as the storm rages, a Coast
Guard seacraft and an Air Force helicopter
take on the killer elements to rescue three
people being tossed about on their yacht.
The scene is the movie's best, contrasting
the staggering power of nature let loose
while superhuman efforts are made to save
each individual life. One is struck by how
awesome the elements can be, and how
precious every human life is.

The movie, however, is not as perfect as
the storm it depicts, While the book was a
gripping, serious chronicle of how the op-
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posing weather fronts built and converged
to take their deadly toll, the film empha-
sizes specialeffects thrills to the detriment
of characterization. Only the captain, Bob-
by and Murph truly emerge as individuals,
and Sully and Bugsy less so, while the Ja-
maican crew member gets no definition.
The incredibly courageous rescuers-also re-
main utterly anonymous.

The result is eventful entertainment to
be sure, but the movie charts a different
course than Junger’s book in telling its sto-
ry with much happening on board the An-
drea Gail that is not in the book, for rea-
sons that the ending makes clear.

Given the ferocious noise level of the
storm and an overbearing music track to
boot, it's often difficult to understand the
dialogue, but this is a movie where actions
speak louder than words anyway. A highly
sentimental tone is set at the start and re-
turned to at film’s end as the sailors’ wom-
enfolk get a little screen time.

Clooney and Wahlberg have good chem-
istry together as they try to guide their way
through monster waves and exult each time
they think they've bested the unforgiving
ocean. Some of the crosscutting between
the yacht rescue and the imperiled Andrea
Gail is too abrupt. Perhaps such choppiness
serves the atmosphere of growing tension;
at least in one sense of the word “The Per-
fect Storm” is'a swell movie.

Due to discreet sexual innuendo, some
profanity and an instance of rough lan-
guage, the U.S. Catholic Conference clas-
sification is A-IIl — adults. The Motion Pic-
ture Association of America rating is PG-13
— parents are strongly cautioned. Some ma-
terial may be inappropriate for children
under 13.

Pare is director of the U.S. Catholic Confer-

| ence Office for Film and Broadt:a.stmg
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.%ybe if was the mability to walk after hip surgev:y
- Or speak because of a stroke. Whatever the condition, the
,experlenced, caring staff at St. Amzﬁ Transitional Eare Center
. helped; put it behind them. Tolearn how we can do

the same for you, call Karen Wren at 342-1700.

A ST. ANN’S ,
- TRANSITIONAL CARE CENTER
Full of Life




