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By lea R. Mugnolo
Editorial intéin

“ROCHESTER — An “International
Conference on Ordaining Women in the

Catholic Church” drew about 200 people ‘

to the Sheraton Four Points I-Iotel for a
day of workshops, July 21, = - :

The conference, whichran July 2()%23 :

also included services and a 3
Women’s Rights Museum in Seneca Fals.
It was co-sponsored by Spiritus, Christi
Church, Catholics Speak Out; tl
national MovementW AreCl

dmauon 2000. How? Whé
organized by the Wom

parish.

Among the featured peakers was Sis-
ter Maureen Fiedler, SL, coordmator of
Catholics Speak Out. Keynote speaker
was French activist Elfriede Harth, who
described limitations on women’s roles in
the Catholic Church as. symbohc vio-
lence against women.”

Harth, 2 Roman Cathohc, has béen a
leader in Wornen’s Ordination World-
wide andiIniémational Movement We Are
Church; and helped obtain 2.5 million sig-
natures on a European We Are Church
referendum calling for major church re-
forms. ‘

She broke her talk into three segments,
“the social role of religion, the meaning
of revelation and the social meaning of
the human body.” Among Harth’s key
points was her assertion that giving the

-moscauthontatwefhurch mlesaonly to

.great impression of inferi-

orityaniéng women and an imbalance be-’

tween the gendetsm society. She said ital-

so -works against the sense of belongmg

tis so'vital to a faith’community.

ed that the Bible does not
minate against women who, like

men, are mtedmthexmageandhke-

nessof God.

Harth said she is striving to'see- equali-
tyadueve'd in the church, as well as:a de-
mocratic approach that would include the
election of priests and bishops; married
clergy; and more liberal views toward ho-
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: Maggle Englert (left).and lladlson Spada from Irondequolt explore the Women's

Rights Museum In Seneca Falls, where the International Conference on
Ordaining Women in the Catholic Church held an event July 22,

mosexual people and sex within and out-
side of marriage.

Denise Donato, famlly minister at Spir-
itus Christi, also addressed the gathering,
saying she felt an “overwhelming sense of
being called.” She said that she was
among many women in the last 2,000
years who have felt summoned by a divine

forceto a priestly role but could not 4n-""

swer it in the way that male Catholics

could. “I felt angry that I didn’t have that

same opportunity,” Donato remarked.

On July 22, conference-goers signed a
“Declaration of Sentiments and Resolu-
tions Pértaining to the Ordination of

Women in the Roman Catholic Church” -

at the Women's Rights Museum in

Seneca Falls. Written by Spiritus Christi’
members, the document resolves that

“women and men are equal — intended
so by their Creator; and the highest good
of the people of God demands that they
should be recognized as such.”

Clarification, correction

One name should be added to the
list of foreign priests serving in the dio-
cese that ran in the July 20 Catholic
Courier. The list accompanied a story
about these priests.

Father Severine S. Msemwa assists at
the St. Casimir/St. Charles Borromeo
Roman Catholic Community, in Elmi-

ra. Although he is not currently at the
parish, he is due to return in mid-Au-
gust. Father Msemwa is a priest of the
Diocese of Tanga, Tanzania.

Also, Family Camp was mistakenly
identified in a July 20 Couréer story as
being a diocesan program. The camp
is actually a former diocesan program

that now operates independently.
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It also states “it is pre-eminently the Ro-
man Catholic Church’s duty to encourage
women to speak, teach and pastor in all
religious assemblies.” The document is to
be sent to the church’s bishops.

Pope John Paul II in- 1994 issued an

: ‘apostolic letter, Ordinatio Sacerdotalis, in

which he declared that the church does
not hiave the'authority todrdain women.

The issue is not open to debate among
Catholics, he has also stated. "In his apos-
tolic letter, he'said, “The presenceand the
role of women in the life and mission of
the church, although not linked to the
ministerial priesthood, remain absolutely
necessary and irreplaceable.”

A Vatican statement issued Nov. 18,
1995, explained that the church’s teach-
ing was founded on the written word of
God, had been constantly preserved and
applied in the tradition of the church,
and was set forth infallibly.

In May 1998 the pope delivered an ad
limina address, “Priests, Their Life and
Ministry,” in which he discussed women’s
roles. “As bishops, you must explain to the
faithful why the church does not have au-
thority to ordain women to the minister-
ial priesthood, at the same time making
clear why this is not a question of the
equality of persons or of their God-given
rights,” he said.

The Diocese of Rochester declined to
comment on the women’s ordination con-
ference.
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