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Happy hearts sing at Italian camp 
B\ Liza R. Mugnolo 
hditorial intern 

ITITSrORD - Da\ camps can serve as 
a it-mpoiai \ relict tor bus\ parents Irving 
:• > keep their children entertained during 
:!.e NiinuiKT. But hov» manv summer pro-
^lam- oiler an eduiational opportuniu 
t<.: the children alonij with the fun and 
^amev aiidan Italian, at that? 

In cooperation v\ith Rochester Italian 
C h a n t i o Inc.. the Casa Italiana of 
Nazareth College offers an Italian Lan­
guage and Arts Dav Camp tor Children. 

The dav camp, in its sixth vear, offered 
two sessions; Julv 10-14 for ages 5 to 7 and 
Julv 17-21 for ages 7 to 10. at the Casa Ital­
iana building on the Nazareth Campus. 
The Casa Italiana is a "house," or center, 
of Italian language, literature and culture 
for not onlv Nazareth students but also 
the surrounding'community. 

Judi Mazziotti, camp program leader, 
combines academic and heritage ele­
ments bv teaching the language and cul­
ture of Italv. She begins the day with "cir­
cle time," when children sit in a circle and 
engage in half-English, half-Italian dia­
logue djat involves open discussion, songs 
and language, games. 

In addition, a workshop for both par­
ents and camp helpers was held July 8 to 
instruct parents on how to teach their 
children the Italian language at home. 
Mazziotti encouraged parents to provide 
a wide assortment of resources such as 
tapes, books, pertinent Web sites and la­
beled tovs. 

It's important, she said, "to keep the 
language and culture alive in their 
homes." 

Mazziotti, of Buffalo, has a master's de­
gree in education from SUNY College at 
Buffalo and is New York State-certified to 

Andrea DixorVStaff photographer 
Trina Langsenkamp and Janine Costello sing songs in Italian for their families 
during a performance at Casa italiana at Nazareth College on July 14. The show 
was the culmination of a week of activities, where the children learned the basics 
of Italian language, food and culture. 

teach pre-K through grade 12. Since 1980, 
she has taught Italian at the public Bennet 
Park Montessori School in Buffalo to as 
many as 600 children in a school year and 
has received several awards commending 
her teaching skills and knowledge of Ital­
ian literature. 

Each year Mazziotti travels to Italy and, 
in turn, furthers her own knowledge of 
the culture-for her students. 

"Judi does a wonderful job reinforcing 
their Italian heritage as well as teaching 
their language," stated Maria Marconi, 
mother of 8-year-old camper Jenna Lyons. 
Jenna will be a third-grader at St. Joseph's 
School in Penfield, her family's parish. 
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B ishop Matthew H. Clark, Bishop of Rochester 

John Bel l , internationally renowned composer and 
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over so workshops offered and a variety of 
vendor displays 
Overnight accommodations are available on campus 
Affordable registration 
Air-conditioned classrooms and accommodations! 
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DAYS 

For more information or to register for Leadership 
Days, please contact Parish Support Ministries at 
(716) 328-3228 or (800) 388-7177, ext. 342 or email 
weinzler@dor.org by August 4. 

Mazziotti feels that while many minori­
ty ethnic groups such as Native Americans 
are constantly providing heritage events 
for children, Italian-Americans often get 
overlooked. She said her aim is to steer chil­
dren away from such Italian stereotypes as 
the Mafia and spaghetti, and to focus on 
genuine folklore. 

"It's crucial that they understand more 
about Italians than what the popular me­
dia portrays," Mazziotti remarked. She 
feels it's important "to know who you are 
and to know your place in history." 

Her program emphasizes Italian cul­
ture through such activities as geography 
and history lessons, music, art, folk danc­
ing, theatre, puppetry, preparing ethnic 
dishes, learning family traditions, video 
taping, computer programs, storytelling 
and, of course, the ever popular Euro­
pean sport, soccer. Casa's Italian Lan­
guage and Arts Day Camp uses Montes­
sori teaching methods, allowing children 
to explore dieir particular interests hands-
on as a means of self-education. 

Children are strongly encouraged to 
draw, paint, sing and write in journals dai­
ly, in Casa's lower level LeChase Lounge, 
where images of Italian artists, composers 
and historical figures line the walls. 

"Art is so important to learn about," said 
Elisabetta D'Amanda, one of die camp's as­
sistant directors who also has two of her 
three children enrolled in the camp. D'A­
manda also teaches Italian at die Universi­
ty of Rochester. "Italians are accustomed to 
living around beautiful art" 

"This is a unique program in 
Rochester," said Teresa Murano, assistant 
director of Casa Italiana. She mentioned 
that, although most of die kids are of Ital­
ian descent, every nationality is wel­
comed.. "It's open to anyone who wants to 
learn the Italian culture." 

Rochester Italian Charities Inc. estab­
lished an endowment fund in 1993 for die 
Casa's First Italian cultural camp for chil­
dren. The organization, founded in 1964, 
offers scholarships for the children of fam­
ilies making under $25,000 annually. 

Many of die camp's participants come 
back die following summer, according to 
Mazziotti. Those who have graduated can 
become junior counselors. 

Mazziotd said she will continue devot­
ing her life to enriching young people 
widi quality programs on Italian heritage 
that will embrace "the richness and dig­
nity that die culture deserves." 

Visit us on the web at 
www.cathoiiccourier.com 

Family 
Events 

O JUL! 20-30 - Play: "Dr Cook s 
Caidcn", Busted \allcv 1 healer, Til 
S Mun St Nipk*. Wed Hun* 
Sun 2 p m Ihurs t n Sit .8pin 
$20 adults $]S<*iuoi» $10 
siiidt nts, S7 duldiui 71b 174-

O SAT, JUIY 27 - Magic show-
"C umicdl Magic - Olcisnn \udirnn 
urn, MOIIUM. County Central 
[jbrars 11? Soudi V\c KnUiuUr, 
7 p m 716/4^^150 

OJULY27.AUG 3-Concerts. 
Julv 27:" Hie Blm Groove" Aug * 
" I he Ki azv hitmen" S igawa Park, 
hjierfndMaiu&U Biockport 7 4 
p m, lice, 716 U)7*W4 

© JULY 28, AUG. 4 - Cool Kub 
in the Park: July 28 "Movida & 

. i , V,A- t-OUJ \JOi IUUCOI1 , 

Menngue and African dance, \ug 
A "Mambo Kings" Latin band 
SagawaPark, Erie and Main Sts, 
firockport, 7-8 p m, free. 716/637-
S984 

© SAT, JULY 89 - Laser abqtn 
"1)2 Laser* Strascnburgh Planetari­
um, h57 East Ave Rochester; 10 V> 
p m $6 children under 5 not 
admitted, also Aug 1 12 19,26 
716/ 2714552 ext 411 

OJULY 29-30-Historical 
reenactment: "Professor Amos 
Eaton and Cookie'', history of the 
£ne («uul presented bv Rochester 
Museum & Science Cenlei Players 
Oswego 7 IarborPfSt, 15 minute per 
tormances 11 a m noon 1 2 3 
p m, Irw for inlormalion call \ icki 
71(J/J71-4'5J2, ext S l l 

'WED,AUG 2-Bagpuppet 
(.rafts* .it Childn n s (.* ntei Secret 
Rix>m BausiJi &. Ijamb Building 
( intrd Ijbian 1 lr> Soudi \ \ e 2 30 
pm C ill716 ta^ffnOtoiigLsUT 

<- AUG 4,11.18-Family fun 
"( ontiapriuns Friday" t njoj mven 
me games in conjunction with Con 
triplions AZexIubU 26 mechanical 
gizmos on display, Stiong Museum 
Out. Manliatran Sq Rochester 10 
im-8pi i i Sb v lulls Sr> 
stmoi1- stuck ills SI children 3-17 
undtr Jfitc 71b 2b 52702 

J THU, AUG, 10 - Movie. 
Stu in I mk." Higlil md Bowl, 

Hicrhl tnd Paik South \ \ i nc-u No 
12 School Korhisur sponsored by 
Momoc County Pails Dept it 
dark hce 716 2'364956 

©THRU AUG 13-Festival, 
a t it ation of loth Century England, 
stoi v relhng puppet shows live 
jouMing, I lit aire of tools, theMa/c, 
b unes, foods, Sieiling RcnaiSbante 
Icsm *I lr>%5 Fdixk.li Rd,Sterling; 
SLlt £. Sun onK, 10 nil 7 p m $15 
adtllts $bigcsfi-12 uiidet 5fi<x 
800/8704446 

WAUG. 15, lb, 17- fami ly 
program. Search iorGumofc A Z", 
investigate conlraptions and 
uncover die answer to a secret 
nddlr Stiong Museum Oni 
Manliattan Sq Rochcsu,r, 10 a.m 5 
p m $6adults $•>seniors/students 
$4 children W under <$ free 
71b/2bH-2702 

Q SAT, AUG. 26 - Presentation: 
'\ C uUe of tnendj", relive • 
Rochester s involvement in the 
L ndcrgiuund Raihoad txlout the 
Civil W I T pn.stnied bv RntJiesier 
MiLseum &. Science Center and Fne 
rnrnds of ML Hop*. Cemetery ML 
Hope Cemeterv North Ciate House 
791 ML Hope Ave opposite 
Robinson Dr Rochester 10-11 W 
a.in, aLv) bcpL JO Oct, 21, $10 
adldts $5 children ^-18, for reacrva-
tiorw call 716/271-4552, ext 5*? , 

mailto:weinzler@dor.org
http://www.cathoiiccourier.com
file:///allcv
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