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PERKINSVILLE - After Gerrv Reck-
tormald learned she was a nominee for 
Steuben Countv Office for the Aging's Vol
unteer ot the Year award, she politelv de
clined an imitation to attend the Mav 6 
awards banquet. 

Her reason was quite fitting: She was 
bus\ solunteenn^ that night. 

I he banquet tell on the same night as 
fiivt Eucharist at Sacred Heart Church in 
Periunsv llle, where Recktenwald serves as 
t eligious-edueation coordinator for grades 
pre-K through six. But Recktenwald said 
that banquet organisers persisted, asking 
ht-i u> tome to the banquet in Bath after 
the Eucharist liturg\ ended. Still, no dice 
— this would cause Recktenwald to miss a 
reception for the first communicants. 

"1 said 'No, I want to go to the party,'" 
Recktenwald recalled. 

However, her daughter insisted on dri
ving her over to Bath, saying all nine nom
inees were required to attend. 

"I really was upset. I just said, 'I hope and 
prav I don't have to say anything' (at the 
banquet)," Recktenwald remarked. 

Recktenwald walked into the banquet at 
Haverling High School two hours after it 
had begun — and almost immediately, Vol
unteer of the Year presentations got un
derway. 

Finally, it began to dawn on Recktenwald 
whv her presence was so urgently request
ed. She wasn't simplv a nominee; she was 
the Volunteer of the Year. 

The award winner had mixed feelings 
about being thrust into the limelight, saying 
she doesn't seek attention for her volunteer 
dutv. 

"I was overwhelmed. I felt that the other 
people deserved just as much recognition," 
Recktenwald said. "I'm one who likes to do 
things and people don't have to know I'm 
doing them." 

She was pleased to discover that she did
n't have to make an acceptance speech. 
"Thank God," she said with a laugh. "I just 
had to sav thank you." 

Manv of Recktenwald's good works are 
performed at Sacred Heart, a small parish 
in northwest Steuben County that is one of 
four churches in the Holy Family Catholic 
Community cluster. Recktenwald has been 
a religious-education instructor for 36 
years, the last 31 as director. 

"I'm still doing it - and love it," re
marked Recktenwald, 65. 

Recktenwald also keeps active with the 
parish's Golden Agers group. At holiday 
time, she makes enough cookies and fudge 
to fill 72 bags, and distributes the goodies 
at the Golden Agers' First Friday Mass and 
luncheon in December. She then takes the 
leftover bags to shut-ins. 

Recktenwald's volunteerism at Sacred 
Heart extends all the way back to age 16, 
when she began counting the church col
lection money. (It figures; she's still do-

Gerry Recktenwald, with her grandchildren, from left, Ashley Helman, 5, Lauren 
Sacred Heart Church in Perkinsville on July 6. ' 

tomed to pitching in. 
"Everything was 

volunteer, and it still 
is," she said. "There's 
people that volunteer 
in this church more 
than I do. The only 
thing our parish ever 
paid for was a part-
time cook." 

Recktenwald's 
award from Steuben 
County Office for the 
Aging was based on 
other community in
volvement as well. 
She provides trans
portation for area res
idents, mostly senior 
citizens, and also 
helps with their other 
daily needs such as 
grocery shopping. 

To top it all off, 
Recktenwald is sit
ting for her three 
granddaughters on 
weekdays through

out die summer. So even though she is re
tired from Dansville Central Schools, 
where she was a cook from 17 years, her 
days are not exactly slow-paced and 
leisurely. In fact, during the award pre
sentation on May 6, it was noted 
that Recktenwald hasn't learned to say no 
to anybody yet. Guilty as charged, 

Gerry Recktenwald, right, explains a receipt to Agnes J. 
Kling while visiting at the woman's home In Perkinsvllte, 
July 6. She helps the 89-year-old woman several days a 
week, taking her to the store, church and the doctor's 
office; counting out her pills; and writing out her bills. 

ing that, too.) 
Recktenwald is quick to point out diat 

she's not alone in her parish volunteer min
istry, saying she is blessed with several long
time religious-education instructors. She 
further acknowledged that Sacred Heart 
hasn't had a resident priest for many years, 
so the entire parish community is accus-
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Helman, 8, and Katelyn Heimari, 11, at 

she admitted. 
"It would have to be a very good reason 

when I say no. I'll always try to work some
thing in," she said. 

Fadier Stephen Kraus, pastor of Holy 
Family Catholic Community, called Reck
tenwald "one of the unsung heroes" of 
the parish. He added that she is a good 
leader who inspires volunteerism all 
around her. 

"She's very good at getting people to 
do things," Father Kraus commented. 

Recktenwald was born in nearby Sandy 
Hill and has lived in Perkinsville since she 
was 9. Her husband of nearly 43 years, 
Bill, is also a native of die area. He is a eu-
charistic minister at Sacred Heart, as is 
she (naturally). Recktenwald credits her 
husband for having the patience to allow 
her to be so active, enduring an occa
sional late dinner without complaint. 

Recktenwald stated that she's perfectly 
content with life in Perkinsville, saying she 
couldn't imagine being as happy in a 
more populated setting. 

"I would never move away from here," 
she said. "I never looked for the big things 
in life." 

Her dedication to volunteer work, she 
added, is rooted in her upbringing. 

"I have to say it was the example my 
parents gave me, to be a part of the com
munity," she' said. "We lived on a farm, 
but if anything was going on at the 
church, the chores would get done earli
er so we could go to it." 

One bedroom garden apartments 
for Senior Citizens 

1 bedroom second floor 
apartments now available 

$550.00 per month 

• S e c u r i t y 

• Independence 

• Convenient Location 
Currently Accepting Applications 

Please call Mr. LeChase at (716) 467-4544 

North Village Apartments 
2515 Culver Road 

(located near the Shire at Culverton) 
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We °Stijre atGulverton 
ADULT HOME 

- SUITES, PRIVATE AND SEMI PRIVATE ROOMS 
> 24 HOUR MEDICAL SUPERVISION 
• COMPLETE DIETETIC SERVICES 
•TRANSPORTATION 
•SOCIAL ACTIVITIES 
UNIQUE TEMPORARY STAY 

"A TRADITION OF LOVE 
AND CARING" 

467-4544 
2515 Culver Rd. 

(Just South of Keeter Expressway) 
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