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Centr_al and Eastem Europe, now
emerging from 70 years of atheistic
communism, is rebuilding the faith of
their ancestors, With financial help

from American Catholics who

g .TOU i $1,000 arishioners are grateful that the fund is
meMLatomlx, SEtagftwrl;tler at:ld for gt. gtepheus. | }e)nablmg them togt;ke care of a sngmficant
} ugnole, tditorial intern Father Klggms burden, he said.

x f In many cases, the Rochester Dlocese s . said the Genéva “We got the word of the jubilee gift just
R 'announcement. of more than $2.1 mllhon parishes had in- | afterthe budget was approved for next year,
i in debt relief to 34 pamshes and.schools | curred debts asa | which will result in a break-even next year,”

4 madeasxgmﬁcant impact-on those i mstxtu- 4 | resultofdeclining | FatherRyansaid. -
tions" finaneial pictures.. , . parish iember- St. Elizabeth Ann Seton’s debt relief ad-
g In the Roman Catholic Commumty of .. ship at both St. | dressed money owed to the diocese, unpaid
b the 19th Ward, Father Robert Werth, pas- o Francis de Sales | school subsidies, and unpaid subscription
tor, said his cluster has been relieved of | - . . and St. Stephen. | bills for the Catholic Courier, according to
k| $248,185 in outstanding obligations. | RN, " As_they. worked BllheDIetnch office administrator.
5. Father.Werth said most of these debts | toward. atmg the combmed ministerial The diocese’s Jubilee Debt Forgweness
] had been incurred in providing employee | “staff en oned by the their pastoralplan- | Fund was established in recognition of the
: Ei benefits for teachers at St. Monica’s School | ning.pro 1e community has.cut back | Great Jubilee of the Year 2000, for which
t during the -1980s, when the pansh was | - onstaff and.othe »EXPENSEs. . The combined Pope John Paul Il spent years preparing the
strugglingto keep the schoolgoing.- | '—;commﬁn‘i v:of about.2,600 families plans | church. Italso honors thé biblical tradition
; “Certainly this puts Monica’s inamuch | _ : ¢ed budgets from’_ | of granting various freedoms and forgive-
' more equal position with the other two | now.on,hesaid. - ness.every 50th year.
parishes,” Father Werth said. “Monica’s.can " “Debtrelief affects the past, Father Kig- Father joseph A. Hart, diocesan vicar
" play more of an equal partner in the clus: | ginsxioted, “We still have some future chal- general and moderator of the Pastoral Cen-
_ i ter,” which also includes St. Augustine’s | lenges thatwe have to meet.” = ter, said the debt relief was allocated by an
and Our Lady of Good Counsel.. Also in Geneva, DeSales High School | adhoc committee of diocesan officials, pas-
The Roman Catholic Community of | was  forgiven debts of $139,702, according | tors and pastoral administrators.
Geneva, which consists of St. Francis de | to an;clpal Daniel Skinner, who said the Rinefierd noted that the Jubilee Debt
Sales and St. Stephen parishes, receivedju- | ~ obligations were decade-old bills for insur- | Forgiveness Fund will be used to pay debts
bilee debt relief of $115,049, according to | ance and} pensions, incurred through loans from third parties;
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Father Kiggins said these debts. were . pastand it's taken care of, it createsawhole | subsidies to the Catholic Schools of Mon-
owed to the diocese for such expenses as | new optimism,” Skinner said. " roe County; and the Catholic Courier. The
pensions, heaith and liability insurances, In Hamlin, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton | diocese will forgive old loans; all old TGA
B and to the Catholic Courier for subscrip- | Parish received debt relief of $35,778,ac- | underages;andbills for the diocesan selfin-
1 | tions. cording to Father Paul J. Ryan, pastor. | surance program. The total amount of this
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| pressed by the generosity extended to us | mortgage that finaniced the church build- In addition, the Catholic Schools of
from the diocese and the individuals,” said | ing in 1987, paying off about half of the | Monroe County office has announced
' Father Kiggins, who noted that his parish- | balance. The parishexpects topay offthe | $211,400 in debt relief, and the Catholic
| es also were contributors to the debtrelief | remainder of the mortgage within the | Courier has forgiven $17,200 in outstand-
1? ‘ fund. In response to Bishop Matthew H. | year. : ing parish bills.
K Clark’s request for contributions, both “We werestmgglmgw getourmortgage |  Some dioceses are similarly forgiving
B Geneva parish councils had pledged 8 per- | down,” said Father Ryan, who noted that | debts, according to Catholi¢ News Service.
|| cent of their non-restricted reserves to the | the community was surprised to receive | Amounts ranged from $206,000 to $7 mil-
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b about $1,500 for St. Francis DeSales and cent of 1ts savmgs to the Jubilee: fund, and | debt for the jubilee.

generously contribute t the U.S.. :
Bishops’ Collection to Aid the Church

~  in Central and Eastern Eiirope, the
Armenian Sisters of the Immaculate
Conception run a summerprogram for - -
500 orphaned and needy childrenas
well as one for 50 catechists from -
Armenia in southiern Georgia. In
addition to lessons in the Catholic
faith, the Sisters help students develop -
Christian values, ideals and ethical
principles to guide their behavior, form
their consciences, and enrich not only
their lives but also contribute to the
revitalization of the faith in their nation
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