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Blshop Matthew H. Clark and Monroe County
District Attorney Howard Relin exchange

grectings at the Monroe County Hall of

Justice June 21.
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,After a momh -long
( talget of death -penalty

s declmedJune 23 to gwe
the death penalty toJose Jirlian €
He had Been convicted June 8 of first-
and secorid:degree murder.

- Instead of death by lethal injection,
the Monroe County Courtjury opted to

A give Santiago life imprisonment without
parole, an option supported by Jann K. .

Armantrout, life issues coordinator for
the Diocese of Rochester.

“I am pleased by the jury’s decision
and know that Bishop Clark will be as

.well,” Armantrout said in a press state-
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For more coverage of the
Santiago trial turn to Page 3.

ment issued June 23. “The cycle of vio-

. lence in our community is disrupted by

~ the jury’s sentence of life imprisonment.
For this, we are profoundly grateful.”

Santiago was prosecuted for the exe-

cution-style slayings of Drequan
Scrivens, 2, and Zyrone Scrivens, 14,
nephew and uncle, both shot and
stabbed after their family was robbed
last year in their city home. Santiago was
also convicted of attempted first-degree
murder for wounding three of the chil-
dren’s relatives who were also shot and
stabbed.

On June 21, Bishop Clark visited the
courtroom while the jury was listening
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to Santiago’s uncle testify about the im-
poverished life Santiago experienced as
a child growing up in Puerto Rico. The
diocese had released a statement indi-
cating that the bishop would attend to
show both his support for the victims’
family, and to note the Catholic
Church’s opposition to the death penal-
ty. He held a brief press conference out-
side the courtroom.

“It seems to me in this instance, as in
80 many ways, we solve problems by de-
stroying life instead of finding ways to
solve problems together,” the bishop
said of the death penalty.

In April, the diocese endorsed a call
for a moratorium on executions in New
York state that has garnered support
from several area religious congrega-
tions and other groups.
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from squalid luung condmo

ns; After returning
he suffered physxcal and psych‘t“ifogncal%nfficulhe%
for many years.
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