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front of the Supreme Court

" March 29, while justices

heard arguments in the Texas
school district case. (CNS)
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WASHINGTON (CNS) -In reJectmg a
Texas school district’s plan for ‘allowing stu-
dentled prayers at high school football games,
the Supreme Court June 19 added to case law
‘prayer in schiool settings.

The court’s 6-3mlmgfmmdthatﬂ1e8anta
Fe Independem School District policy estab-

lished “an improper majoritarian election on -'.

religion, and unquestionably hias the. purpose

andcmtmthepercepuonofencouragmgthe.

delivery of prayer at a series of important
school events,”

policy created a system in which stu-
dents would vote on whether to elect a student

todehveranmspuanonalmwagebefomeach.

home game, replacing a previous system that

involved a student council chaplain. It was nev-

er instituted because of ongoing litigation.
The district was sued in 1995 by two fami-

Court fu rther restricts school prayér

lies - one Mormon and one Catholic — who
complained about an assortment of activities
then allowed by the Santa Fe schools.

The suit mentioned the promoting of at-
tendance at a Baptist revival meeting, en-
couraging membership in religious clubs,
chastising children who held minority reli-
gious beliefs, and distributing Gideon Bibles

.on school premises. It also complained that

the district allowed students to read Christian
invocations and benedictions from the stage at
graduation ceremonies,

By the time the case reached the Supreme
Court, the district had established new poli-
cies addressing many of the issues, including
the practice of having a student chaplain offer

rayer before football games. The policy of
holding student elections to decide whether
to have a student offer 2 message before

games, was the only issue the high court con-
sidered.

Writing for the majority, Justice John Paul
Stevens said the policy is unconstitutional be-
cause it “ensures that only those messages
deemed ‘appropriate’ under the district’s pol-
icy may be delivered.” Stevens said that by its
restrictions on the process, the district had
failed to “divorce itself from the religious con-
tent in the invocations.”

He also said that the proceedings leading
up to the district adopting the policy left little
doubt that “its policy involves both perceived
and actual endorsement of religion.”

Although the school district asserted that
participation in football games is voluntary,
Stevens said that “ ... pregame prayer has the
improper effect of coercing those present to
participate in an act of religious worship.”
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“To touch life a thémi)}é‘
dirty in the squishy, squishy;
Deacon Van Durme led

dwer chefand outdoor guide. He
was once even engaged to be

lmamed,thoughﬁ:emddmgwasmlled
off. Indeed, this future priest is '

Infact,lushan arenotmphxsxmplytohoiddmhcw,
' thefremadetobmrcaﬂm hesald, tobehardenedby
e load of

WO pn'ests

Tales of Medjugoge

1987 WilhamF chey”Mchthmdabwtasmall
tawnmwhatwas thenknownasYugosIavnawhereMaryhad
rtedly been ap

- Although he had been raised

ina moved him ata far deeper level than any other
ience of his faith:to that point.
I felt of all the people on the planet, God was talking

edoutbyGod,andmatmademeawareofh:s
ipresence, a sense of awareness that my life had
ng based on that reality.”

e Eans 5o much to you.”
ince then, Deacon McGrath has




