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for himself, too? 
I was preparing for class the other day 

and came across a passage from an arti
cle that I always use in my courses. The 
article was first published in The Journal 
of Religion in April 1960. Its author, Va
lerie Saiving, spent much of her career 
teaching at Hobart and William Smith 
Colleges in Geneva. The article is titled 
"The Human Situation." Living in an age 
that .values all things new, you might 
wonder about someone still pushing a 
40-year-old article oh her graduate the
ology students. I do that because I think 
the article was essential- in helping to 
change the entire field of theology. Fur
thermore, despite a need to translate 
some of die language into more inclusive 
terms, I dunk the article contains some 
of the best ideas ever written. I marvel 
all die more to think about die indepen
dence of thought evidenced in these 
pages. Very few people thought or wrote 
in these terms in those days. 

The passage that caught my attention 
this time around is this one: "A mother 
who rejoices in her maternal role — and 
most mothers do most of the time — 
knows die profound experience of self-
transcending love. But she knows, too, 
that it is not the whole meaning of life. 
For she learns not only that it is impossi
ble to sustain a perpetual I-Thou rela
tionship but diat the attempt to do so 
can be deadly. The moments, hours, and 
days of self-giving must be balanced by 
moments, hours, and days of withdraw-
al into, and enrichment of, her individ
ual selfhood if she is to remain a whole 
person. She learns, too, diat a woman 
can give too much of herself, so that 
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nothing remains of her own uniqueness; 
she can become merely an emptiness, al
most a zero, without value to herself, to 
her fellow men, or, perhaps, even to 
God.' 

When I read passages like this I find 
myself somewhat perplexed. This confu
sion might be partly die result of die re
ligious language and imagery that has 
been part of my training. I find myself 
dunking, "gosh, Jesus died on die cross 
and gave his 'all' for humanity. Surely we 
are all called to self-sacrifice and some 
'dying to self for the sake of die other. 
Certainly moms as well as dads, people 
in helping professions, church ministers, 
all adults, really, must be called to total 
self-giving to the other." I find myself 
wondering what this "legitimate" sense 
of self-enrichment is. 

I keep wondering, too, what this sense 
is of "giving too much of oneself." How 
could it be that someone would be so 
inattentive to her own needs diat "noth-
ing would remain of one's own unique
ness"? How could it be that someone 
could become "a zero, widiout value to 
herself"? There is a whole stream of 

Christian spirituality that would object, I 
think, to the idea that people need "mo
ments, hours, days of withdrawal into 
and enrichment of the self." In some 
sense die idea of enrichment of die self 
seems like a major contradiction to 
Christianity. , . . . 

Still, there seems to be genuine wis
dom in the words of Valerie Saiving. 

One part of her truth would appear to 
be her awareness that societies and com
munities can tend to classify some mem
bers as "the self-givers." This happens to 
women all the time. I think we have all 
been nurtured with a range of fantasies 
and romantic notions about the role of 
mothers, and women generally. Many of 
these promote die idea diat those who 
nurture children and others are some
how capable of infinite selfless action 
with litde or no attention paid to their 
own growth or well-being. An ideal pro
moting this is often constructed as well, 
so diat mothers find themselves feeling 
guilty about any "moments, hours or 
days of withdrawal" directed at self-en
richment. 

The same tiling happens to others in 
a whole variety of roles and professions. 
We cast them into roles of endless ser
vice, and diey end up trying to respond 
to an infinite stream of expectations. I 
recendy heard a parishioner lamenting 
her pastor's unavailability for one day 
each week. She ended by exclaiming, "Je
sus never behaved like diat. Jesus didn't 
have a day off. Jesus even died for the 
sake of others." 

Au contraire, I thought. Aren't there 
quite a few passages in the Gospels de

scribing Jesus going away from the 
crowds to pray? I don't know about a day 
off for him, but I would dispute any no
tion diat "Jesus never behaved like diat." 
In fact, I think he did behave like diat! 

I agree that Jesus died for others, and I 
think diat should make a huge difference 
in the way we understand our own self-
giving. Jesus' death came about as die re
sult of his remaining true to his mission of 
revealing God's love to us. Jesus did not 
intend by his deadi to "multiply crucifix
ions," as if dying diat way were a good 
idea. Rather, I think Jesus intended to 
open die way for human beings to enter 
into a new love relationship widi God. 
The idea at die heart of diis mystery is not 
that one party should do all the giving 
while die odier party should do all die tak
ing. Rather, at the heart of die new 
covenant is God's invitation to "love God 
back." The idea is diat everyone will enter 
into die "give and take" mat love is. God 
acting in Jesus wasn't meant as primarily 
an act of self-denial. It was much more a 
call to become a self capable of entering 
into die patterns of give and take diat true 
love entails. 

In every relationship we have, we are 
called to some giving and some taking. 
Even modiers, I think, spend years of self
less giving intending diat dieir efforts will 
bring about somediing better later on. 
Surely all modiers wait for die day when 
dieir children will "love them back" in a 
kind of mature give-and-take. Valerie Saiv
ing does us a great service in pointing out 
die fallacy of thinking odierwise. 

Sister Schoelles is president of St. 
Bernard's Institute. 
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Announcements 

ADOPTIONS The Catholic 
Courier does not publish 
adoption advertising. To obtain 
a list of agencies that serve 
birth mothers and adoptive 
parents, call 716-328-4340. 
Agencies wishing to be includ
ed on this list may send infor
mation to the Catholic Courier. 

Bicycles 

FOR S A L E : Tandem bike, 
Rollfast 26", whitewall tires, 
maroon, chrome fenders. 
$110.716/473-6532. 
• " • " • " • • • ^ • ^ " • • • • • • • • • " 

Wanted to Buy 

WANTED TO BUY: very old 
items; furniture, musical, mili
tary, mechanical, iron, brass, 
etc. Describe, 716-621-2649. 

Merchandise 

W» buy aN antiques & houMhoM 
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HELP WANTED: Female live-
in /housekeeper, cook, com
panion for 60-year-old retired 
widower. Must be honest, sin
cere. No smoke, alcohol or 
drugs. Reply Box 17705, 
Rochester, NY 14617. 

PROPERTY 

Senior Housing 

Charlotte Lake River Homes: 
1 MONTH FREE. 1 Bdrm apts 
High Rise only. Rents start © 
$290 inc. For Seniors 50+ or 
disabled. 716/621-4890. Mon-
Fri, 10:30-5. Supervised by 
DHCR, EHO. Offer expires 
June 30. 

Carpeting & Floor Care 

JAI CARPET CLEANERS: 
commercial/residential. Free 
estimates, referral program. 
Church, discounts. "Have a 
cleanwright experience today." 
716-243-5514; pager 716-
528-0337. 

Celling Repair 

TEXTURED/SWIRLED CEIL
INGS: 9' x 12' ceiling only $591 
Water damage, drywall, plas
ter repairs. Any size patches 
or repairs. Quality work; rea
sonable prices. 716/392-5076. 

Driveways 

Driveways 
nuking Lots 

fKmpasfBwm 
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35 Yean Monroe County Area 
F R E E E S T I M A T E S 

716477-9000 

SERVICES 

Masonry 

MASONRY REPAIRS: All 
types, brick, steps, sidewalks, 
basement wall repairs. Rea
sonable. 35 years experience. 
716-323-1007. Al Meyvis, Sr. 

Moving & Hauling 

K-D Moving & 
Storage, Inc. 
Experience in office, 
household moving and 
deliveries. 

Big or Small, WidothmAUl 

473-6610/47S-4357 
2S Arlington St. Rochester NY M607 

NYDQT#9657 

Painting & Wall 
Covering 

AL MEYVIS, JR: Ext./int. 
painting. Basement walls 
repaired/painted. 
"Wet basement problems." 
Carpentry. Driveway sealing. 
All types small jobs welcome. 
Sr. discount. Certified. 392-
4435 or 323-2876. 

B U R G - M A S T E D 
PAINTING/PAPERHANGING, 
textured ceilings, walls, ceil
ings repaired, rugs sham
pooed. Insured, powerwash-
ing. Dan Burgmaster, 716/663-
0827. 

Plaster Restoration 
| wallpapering Painting 

Free Estimates 
716-482-3243 • 716-703-8245 

Terry & Nina UcCullough 
ACouple That Care 
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COME JOIN US JULY 11TH AND 12TH AND LEARN... 

EVERYTHING YOU EVER WANTED TO KNOW 

ABOUT THEOLOGY 

The faculty of St. Bernard's Institute will present a summary of "What's New" 
in each area of theology of two days in July. 

^gfcrBernard's Institute 

July 11, 2000: 
Registration & Coffee 
Opening Prayer, Welcome & Introduction 
Moral Theology for the New Millennium: Who Are the Players? 
What Are the Issues? (Patricia Schoelles, SSJ, Ph.D.) 
Lunch - on your own 
What's New In Pastoral Care & Counseling? (Roslyn Karaban, Ph.D.) 
Break 
Ministry in Transition: Living on Mt Nebo (Rev. John Colacino, STD) 
Evening Prayer 
Dinner & Celebration of Institute Graduates 

9:00 a.m. 
9:30 
10:00-11:30 

J 1:30-1:00 
1:00-2:30 
2:30-3:00 
3:00-4:30 
4:45 
5:30 

July 12, 2000: 
8:45 a.m. Registration & Coffee 
9:00 Prayer 
9:15-10:45 The Changing Face of Hebrew Bible Studies (Devadasan Premnath, TkD.) 
11:00-12:30 New Directions in New Testament Studies (Rev. Sebastian Falcone) 
12:30-1:30 Lunch - on your own 
1:3Q-3:00 The Questions of Jesus & Non-Christian Religions 

(Nancy Hawkins, IHM, Ph.D.) 
3:00-3:30 Break 
3:30-5:00 Contemporary Trends in Sacramental Theology & Liturgical Practice 

(Rev. Robert Kennedy) 
. . * § : - -

REGISTRATION REQUIRED BY JUNE 30,2000 
St. Bernard's Institute • ATT: Linda Barton • 1100 S. Goodman Street • Rochester, NY 14620 

O I will attend the entire package ($75.00) 
• I will attend July 11th presentations ($40.00) 
0 I will attend July 11 * dinner ($20.00) 
• I will attend July 12th presentations ($40.00) 

TOTAL ENCLOSED: $ 
Method of payment: O Check OVISA ^MasterCard ODiscover GAmerican 

Express 
Account # Exp.: 
Signature: 

Name: 
Address:. 
Phone: (HOME). 

_City:_ 
(WORKL 

_Zip:_ 


