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on visitation 
WASHINGTON (CNS) - A June 5 

Supreme Court ruling has been called a 
"grandparents' rights" defeat, but it actu­
ally.was about parental rights to make 
child-rearing decisions without govern­
ment interference, according to several 
commentators. 

In Troxel vs. Granville, the Supreme 
Court's 6-3 ruling said Washington state's 
law permitting anyone to demand visita­
tion rights with children went too far. In 
particular, the opinion written by Justice 

Family 
Events 

© J U N E 1 5 j u l y l - ] 
"1-orever Had", Brutal V50k> 
Theater, 151 S Main St., Naples, 
Wed. Thun,Sun.2pra,Thurs, 
In Sat 8 pm., $20 adults, $18 
wniors, $10 students, $7 children, 
716/174-6318 

© SAT, JUNE 17 - Piitii lrtimr 
"A Circle of Friend*", rein* 
Rochester s involvement in the 
Underground Railroad before ihe 
Civil War, North Gale House, ML 
Hope Cemetery, 791 ML Hope Ave 
opposite Robinson Dr, Rochester; 
10-1130 a.m, also July 1, Aug 26, 
Sept 30, Oct. 21, $10 adultt, $5 chil­
dren 3-18, for reservations call 
716/2714552 ext 342 

©JUNE 17,18-Treat: free ice 
enrun novelty for dads on Father t 
Day weekend kids can make a neck 
tie or plant a miniature herb garden, 

-I Strong Museum, One Manjiajjan ~ 
Sq, Rochester, included with 
museum admission, 71b/2faS-2700 

©JUNE 17,18,23 - Concerto: 
June 17 "Suzuki Strings Group Con­
cert" l l i m June 18 "Hodisteui 
Fhiiharmorua & Junior Orchestra 
Concert", 3 p m .June 23 "faculty 
Recitil Series - 1 he Mambo Kings," 
8 p m HochstemPerformance 
Hall W N Plymouth Ave 
Rochester free, 716/45445% 

© JUNE 22,29 - Concerts. June 
22 "The Coupe de Villes" June 29 
"The Boss Tones" Sagawa Park, cor 
nei int. and Maui Sts, Bmckport, 
7 9 p m free 716/M7S984 

© JUNF 23, SO - Cool Kid* in 
the Park- June 2S "19th Centurv 
Festival" concert b> LheFlinthill 
Folk, sulu, hoops, games provided 
by Cicncscc Country Museum, 
June 30 "Fanusamo Juggling 
Party" comedy, magic, fun 
Sagawa Park, corner Erie and Mam 
Sts Brockport, 7-8 p m , free, 
716/W7TO84 

Looking for Quality 
Printing? 

through a special arrangement 
between Wayuga Press and the 
Catboiic purler Graphic's Depart­
ment, yciwcan now get quality, 
affordable typesetting and printing. 

" iiiiisYeill hVyour next job! 
COURIER-GRAPHICS • 716-328-4340 

WAYUGA PRESS? 315-754-6229 

Sandra Day O'Connor rejected a state 
judge's decision to overrule Tommie 
Granville in setting up mandatory visita­
tion for her children's paternal grand­
parents, Gary and Jenifer Troxel. 

But while the ruling has been de­
scribed as crippling grandparents' rights, 
University of Notre Dame law professor 
Richard Garnett said that spin overstates 
the decision's impact. In most states, he 
said, "Things will go on as before." 

Garnett helped write friend-of-the-

court briefs for die Society of Catholic So­
cial Scientists and die Christian Legal So­
ciety encouraging the court to find Wash­
ington's law unconstitutional. The 
Catholic Social Scientists brief noted that 
in Catholic teaching, the family is the es­
sential element of society and that gov­
ernment should intrude on that structure 
only when there is grave danger of harm. 

All 50 states have some kind of law per­
mitting grandparents to apply for court-
ordered visitation with their grandchil-

A cool field trip 

Andrea Dixon/Staff photographer 

Maria Diaz and her son, Marcos Cruz, watch the Colonial Belle at Lock 32 
from Canal Park in Pittsford on a cold, rainy June 9. She accompanied 
Marcos' fourth-grade class on a field trip from St. Andrew's in Rochester, 
which studied the Erie Canal. The students took a boat ride on the Colonial 
Belle. Earlier, they constructed their own wooden boats with the help of a 
technologies class at Martha Brown Middle School, Fairport. 

"An 0(d{FashumedSummer family Resort * 
Since 1935 • 66th Season 

• The Family Resort on Fourth Lake 
• Qpe^Ju.nes24thi thru Labor Day 
•. Swimming, Bo^tirig, Golfing nearby 

. * Rat^CfrorrtWs^40'per day/per person 
- ^iri&ii&0$fae$s[daily) 
• VveeWy'aka^arhily Rates, as well 
• All rooms with private baths 
• New! Housekeeping Cottages 

Located in the Central Adirondacks 
(65 miles north of exit 31, Utica, NY) 

Preseason: 315-733-2748 
Summer. 315-357-2941 

ashore Rd. • PO Box 417»Inlet NY 13360 
www.hollsinn.com 

MR. DOMINICS 
AT THE LAKE 

Father's Day 
Sunday June 18 
Serving 2-8 p.nu 

Delicious appetizers, 
soups, veal dishes, 
vegetarian, chicken, 
fish, and homemade pasta 

10% Senior Discount 

Serving Lunch 
& Dinner 

4699 Lake Ave 

(716)865-4630 

dren. A handful of states extend the right 
to non-relatives, as well. 

But Garnett said Washington's law 
went further than most, allowing any per­
son at any time to demand visitation 
rights and force parents into court to de­
fend their opposition. 

Deacon Anthony Sciolino of Pittsford's 
Church of the Transfiguration, who is al­
so a New York State Family Court judge, 
agreed that die State of Washington's law 
did not give enough latitude to parents. 

"I think parents ought to be accorded a 
great deal of weight if diey're fit parents," 
Deacon Sciolino commented. "The pre­
sumption should be that the parent is 
making good decisions." 

In the case of Troxel vs. Granville, he 
said, "Instead of giving the parent the pre­
sumption, the grandparent was given pre­
sumption, it's as if the parent was put on 
the defensive. (And) there was no indica­
tion that this was not a fit parent." 

Granville had allowed her two daugh­
ters to regularly visit die Troxels after die 
children's father committed suicide. But 
then Granville married and was faced 
with blending a family including her 
daughters, her husband's children from a 
previous marriage and their new baby. 
She began to limit die amount of time her 
daughters spent widi die Troxels. 

Under Washington's visitation law, the 
Troxels asked the court to order two 
weekend visits a month and two full 
weeks in the summer. A state court or­
dered a compromise of monthly 
overnight visits and a summer week. A 
state appeals court and the state Supreme 
Court overruled, saying the government 
could only interfere widi a parent's deci­
sions about child-rearing in order to pro­
tect die children from actual harm. 

The U.S Supreme dourt agreed widi 
die latter decisions. Spokesmen for sev­
eral religious rights organizations echoed 
Garnett's conclusions about the effect of 
the court's ruling, including Carl H. Es-
beck, director of the Christian Legal So­
ciety. He said in a statement r_hat it is "un­
thinkable" diat a court might breach die 
bond between parent and child in die way 
the Washington state court did. 

Deacon Sciolino, who occasionally pre­
sides over grandparent-visitation cases, 
said he'd much prefer for families, not 
courts, to determine visitation schedules. 

"Courts are loath to get involved. The 
state should only intervene in situations 
that require intervention," Deacon Scioli­
no said. 

Includes reporting by Mike Latona. 

for 

ofyburLife 
- 4 cuts of Prime Rib -

- Alaskan King Crab Legs -
- Jumbo Shrimp -

- Australian Lobster Tails -
- Fresh Grilled Fish -

JHsftSpeciaCs 
Friday Night 5 pm-10 pm 
Make your reservations 

now for 

Father's (Day 
Sunday, Juno 18 
Serving 4-9 pm 

CONESUS INN 
5654 East Lake Rd. -Conesus Lake 

(716)346-6100 
Special Attention Given to 

http://www.hollsinn.com

