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IN REVIEW

Writers Harvest 3: good writing for a good cause

Reviewed by Patricia Lindahl
(suest contributor -

“What a simple. beautiful idea — to al-
tow attists the chance o put their work at
the service ol others without any sancti-
MORTOUS dmomons of their voices and
mtetests.” Thus Tobias Wolff, editor of
Writers Harvest 3, describes the purpose
hehind this collection of 15 contempo-
Lary American short stories.

The contributors to this anthology
have donated their work so that all prof-
its go for the relief of hunger through the
“Share Our Strengths” anti-hunger pro-
grams. Through benefit readings and an-
thologies such as this one, writers have
helped SOS raise many millions of dollars
over the past 15 vears. As Wolff proudly
asserts, “These stories have only this in
common: All are gifts.”

This collection features some writers
who are well established and others who
are relative newcomers. All have earned
anmpressive arrav of awards and recog-
muon in hoth publxshmg and academic
circles. Included are Such prolific writers
a8 Jovee Carol Oates and John Barth;
Mary Gordon, whose works such as Final
Pavments and The Company of Women . have
carned her much acclaym: and Barrv
Lopes, perhaps best known for his pas-
~onate and hnical writing about the nat-
ural world Tobias Wolff himself is well
known for such works as his memoir Thas
Bey ' e twhich later became a popular
film, published whil» he was on the fac-
Ly of Syracuse Uninversity.

Fhe stones embrace a wide range of
Siman complexity — from Andre Dubus’
hriel opening tale of a marine corporal
who claims God talks to him, to Stewart
3 Nan’s dosing account of a teenager’s
Aeteriminanion o eat 20 “Fat Man™ ham-
Borgers ab one siung so the rest of her
teammates on the bus can cat free (a
rather wonw choice tor an anti-hunger
hook).

The menace and cruelty of the title
character of jovee Carol Oates” “The Pho-
tographer”is reflected through his effect
on Norma Jean. a worker 1n an aircraft
tactory. The-Photographer in this story
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wears black “like a magician or a priest.”
Simultaneously attracted to and repelled
by his Machiavellian power, she’is inca-
pable of escaping his savagery or his
world in which “life is sheer unmitigated
suffering, only illusion saves us ...” Al-
though his profound hostility toward her
masquerades as admiration, ultimately
she crumples under the weight of his ha-
tred as though she were “a soiled tissue.”
Like the row of fuselages in the factory
“laid out like torsos on a dissecting table,”
she 100 will be laid out, dissected, used.
John Barth’s “Extension” uses a home
remodeling project as a wistful metaphor
for the shrinking of life as we grow older.
Told in a detached tone from a first-per-
son perspective of 20 years later, the nar-
rator observes how an apparently unre-
markable home improvement project
leads to the rueful discovery that he real-
ly didn't need so much extra space any

i -longer. The universe itself was expanding

while his world had begun to shrink.

In Ralph Lombreglia’s wry holiday tale
“Cashmere Christmas,” a 39-year-old
woman who has grown increasingly cyni-
cal over the years, is quite irritated to re-
alize that she is still stricken with guilt

many years after she left the church.
(“And suddenly she was battling ancient
Catholic dragons rising out of her brain.”)
But one memorable Christmas, she dis-
covers the possibility of miracles in the
unlikely creature of a mysterious bat, a
magical creature who arrives to bring
things you don’t deserve because deserv-
ing is beside the point.

Other stories explore issues such as the

anguish of death in the family; blindness;
coming of age in spite of ourselves; and
family relationships. These stories deal
with serious subjects in a thoughtful and
insightful manner.

In his introduction, however, Wolff

warned that “Though the writers in these
pages are doing good work, there is no
sign of any intention to commit Good
Works.” Readers need to be aware that
the subjects are sometimes controversial
and the language can be quite blunt. For

_ admirers of contemporary American fic-

tion, however, this is a valuable collection
»of both highly-renowned writers and
some of our newest voices.
see
Patricia Lindahl taught high school English
Jfor more than 30 years. She continues to pursue
her love of literature through the lively discus-
sions she enjoys through her book club, which
originated at St. Paul’s Church in Webster.

Author, author

ministry.

Tony and Beverly Shaw talk to Father Kevin McKenna, diocesan chancellor,
while he signs their copy of his new book, A Concise Guide to Canon Law,
at Holy Ghost Chuch in Gates on June 4. The book, published by Ave Maria
Press, is intended to provide an easy reference to church law for pastoral
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Announcements

Senior Housing

Carpeting & Floor Care

Cemng Repair

ADOPTIONS The Catholic
Couner does not publish
adoption advertising. To obtain
a hst of agencies that serve
birth mothers and adoptive
parents, call 716-328-4340.
Agencies wishing to be inciud-
ed on this list may send wnfor-
mation to the Catholic Couner.

Merchandise

We buy alt antiques & housshold
goods for highest cash prices.
One item or entire estate.

Charlotte Lake River Homes:
1 MONTH FREE. 1 Bdrm apts
High Rise only. Rents start @
$290 nc. For Seniors 50+ or
disabled. 716/621-4890. Mon-
Fn, 10:30-5. Supervised by
DHCR., EHO. Offer expires
June 30.

JAl CARPET CLEANERS:
commercial/residential. Free
estimates, referral program.
Church discounts. “Have a
cleanwright experience today.”
716-243-5514; pager 716-
528-0337.

l

. OPEN INTERVIEWS!

We have career opportunities that you can't afford to miss!
RN'S, LPN'S & CN.A'S
s Full Time + Part Time + Per Diem

TEXTURED/SWIRLED CEIL-
INGS: 9' x 12’ ceiling only $59¢
Water damage, drywall, plas-
ter repairs. Any size patches
or repairs. Quality work; rea-
sonable prices. 716/392-5076.

Cleanup & Handyman

35 Years Monroe County Area
FREE ESTIMATES
716-377-9000

SITE CLEAN-UP: We clean
attics, basements, garages,
foreclosures, move infout, haul
away brush, construction
debris and offer a full handy-
man service. Free estimates.
Call Joe 716/281-1993 or

Painting & Wall
Covering

AL MEYVIS, JR: Ext./int.
painting. Basement walls
repaired/painted. “Wet base-
ment problems.” Carpentry.
Driveway sealing. All types
small jobs welcome. Sr. dis-
count. Certified. 392-4435 or
323-2876.

Masonry

MASONRY REPAIRS: Ali
types, brick sieps, sidewalks,
basement wall repairs. Rea-
sonable. 35 years experience.

BURG-MASTER
PAINTING/PAPERHANGING,
textured ceilings, walls, ceil-
ings repaired, rugs sham-
pooed. Insured, powerwash-
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Complete estate services.
Ap ra;sals, sa!es conducted.
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locations:

Long Term Care positions
available at three lovely

* New Graduates Welcome
+ Flexible Scheduling
* Bring a Buddy and Job Share

315/524-7985.

716-323-1007. Al Meyvis, Sr.

ing. Dan Burgmaster, 716/663-

Computer

6-647-2480

Wanted to Buy

WANTED TO BUY: very old
terns; furniture, musical, mili-
tary, mechanical, iron, brass,
etc. Describe, 716-621-2649.

e-mail us at
cathcour@frontiernet.net

+ Edna Tina Wilson Living Center

* Park Ridge Living Center

* Unity Living Center, formerly
St. Mary’s

Come and See What We Can Otfer You:
Thursday June 15th « 8am-Noon & 1pm-6pm
Edna Tina Wilson Living Center / Main Conference Room
700 Island Cottage Road, Rochester « Off of 390, Latta Rd exit
You will speak with our department managers and human resource

representatives. Parking is convenient and free.

Bring your resume or compiete an application upon arrival.

Unity Health System is an equal opportunity employer. Fax: 368-3978

Lookmg to Get Back Into the

Field? — We Will Re-train

Competitive Compensation
and Benefit Packages

Moving & Hauling

Microworx Direcr, INC.
Computer Sales & Service
Networks, Upgrades, Peripherals

www.microworx.com

793 S. Goodman St.
716-271-0050

K-D Moving &
Storage, Inc.
Experir:ngce in office,
household moving and
deliveries.
Big or Small, We do them All!
473.6610/4734357
23 Arington St. Rochester NY 14607
N #9657 .

716-482—3243 716-703-8245

Tenry & Nina McCuliough
A Couple That Care
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http://www.microworx.com

