
.PAGE 10 THURSDAY JUNE 8, 2000 

COLUMNISTS 
CATHOLIC COURIER DIOCESE OF ROCHESTJERK N.Y. 

Archbishop 9s appointment and canon law 'i -
The headline in the New York Post on 

the dav following the Vatican's an
nouncement of Edward Egan as the next 
archbishop of New York read: "Meet the 
Pope's New Man in New York." Only 
those without any historical perspective 
would have found that headl ine unex
ceptional in content and tone. 

Throughout most of the history of the 
church, bishops were elected from the lo
cal diocesan clergy by the laity and cler
gy of the diocese. T h e bishop of Rome 
(the pope ' s most exact ecclesiastical ti
tle) had no role whatever in the election. 

However, because of the communion 
that existed among local churches (dio
ceses), with o n e ano the r and with the 
church of Rome, the bishop of Rome was 
eventually informed of such elections as 
a matter of courtesy and protocol. 

It was not until the 19th century, in 
fact, that the popes began to claim the 
exclusive right to appoin t bishops. Al
though that has been the practice ever 

'since, it is hardly traditional. 
Indeed, first millennial Catholics 

would have been utterly taken aback by 
the descr ipt ion of any new bishop as 
"the pope's new man" in a particular dio
cese, at least beyond Rome's neighbor
ing dioceses, where the pope did exer
cise some influence. 

essays in 
theology 

First millennial Catholics, especially 
from the early fourth century until the 
10th, would also have been surprised to 
learn that die bishop of one diocese was 
transferred to become the bishop of an
other. Such a practice would have been 
recognized as in direct violation of the 
teaching of the First Council of Nicaea 
in 325, a teaching reaffirmed by the 
Council of Chalcedon in 451. 

Canon 15 of Nicaea I, the council that 
gave us die classic Nicene Creed, reads as 
follows: "On account of die great distur
bance and the factions which are caused, 
it is decreed that the custom, if it is found 
to exist in some par t s contrary to the 
canon, shall be totally suppressed, so that 
neidier bishops nor presbyters nor dea
cons shall transfer from city to city. 

"If after this decision of this holy and 

great synod anyone shall a t tempt sueh a 
tiling, o r shall lend himself to such a pro
ceeding, die ar rangement shall be total
ly annulled, and he shall be restored to 
the church of which he was o rda ined 
bishop or presbyter or deacon." 

T h e Council of Chalcedon, which 
gave us the dogmatic formula tha t en
dures to this day, defining the relation
ship of humani ty and divinity in Jesus 
Christ, reiterated die teaching of Nicaea 
I in its own canon 6: 

"In the mat ter of bishops o r clerics 
who move from city to city, it has been 
decided that the canons issued by the 
holy fathers concerning them should re
tain their p roper force." 

T h e s e canons were regarded as re
taining "their p roper force" as late as d ie 
year 897 when the body of Pope Foroio-
sus was exhumed from its resting place 
nine months after his death, clothed in 
full pontifical vestments, and placed o n 
trial in the so-called "cadaver synod." 

A m o n g the politically-motivated 
charges against the deceased p o p e was 
that h e had accepted election as bishop 
of Rome when he was already the bishop 
of another diocese, a clear violation of 
the canons of Nicaea I and Chalcedon. 

While the force of these canons did 
not endure beyond the first Christian 

millennium (popes thereafter were elect
ed from other dioceses), the requirement 
that bishops be elected by members of 
the local church did survive, at least in 
principle, until the early 19th century. 

The most oft-quoted statement in this 
regard is that of Pope Leo the Great 
(440-61): "He who is in charge of all 
should be chosen by all." 

In our own time, a certain group of 
Catholics pines for "the good old days" 
before Vatican II when, it is thought, the 
Lord's "organizational* plan" for his 
church was faithfully honored and im
plemented. Is it not surprising, however, 
that none of their number has expressed 
any concern about the wholesale viola
tions of the sacred tradition of the 
church in the matter of episcopal a p 
pointments? 

Were the dictate of Leo the Great and 
the canons of Nicaea and Chalcedon still 
in force, the headline in the New York Post 
might well have read: "Meet the People's 
Choice for New York: Local pastor elect
ed archbishop". 

"Alas, that was not the case, and no 
one's body is going to be exhumed to 
make a point of i t 

• • • 
Father McBrien is a professor of theology 

at the University of Notre Dame. 

Use Holy Spirit's gifts as modern-day apostles 
Pentecost Sunday (June 11): (R3) 

John 20:19-23. (Rl ) Acts 2:1-11. (R2) 1 
Cor in th ians 12:3-7, 12-13. 

"Pentecost," whicfi means "fiftieth," 
was the second of the th ree most im
portant annual feasts in the Jewish cal
endar. The other two were Passover and 
Tabernacles. 

The Jewish Pentecost occurred seven 
weeks after Passover and was primarily a 
feast of thanksgiving for the first fruits of 
the wheat crop.-Later, on, the giving of 
the law to Moses on Mount Sinai was al
so commemora ted onj this feast day. All 
Jewish men were expected to come to 
Jerusalem to the Temple for the feast. 
Generally, the city was filled to over
flowing with hundreds of Jews from out
side of Palestine. Tha t is why God chose 
this feast day for the descent of the Holy 
Spirit on the Apesdes. 

Pentecost is called the. "birthday" of 
the church. The Aposdes had already re
ceived the Holy Spirit when Christ a p 
peared to them on Easter Sunday 
evening (John 20:22). But o n Pentecost , 
the Holy Spirit came publicly to teach 
the local and foreign Jews that the Spir
it was now to be given to all mankind. 
Through the gift of tongues, the Apos
des explained this. Peter proclaimed tiiat 

a word 
for 

Sunday 

God had raised Jesus from the dead, 
proving he was the promised Messiah 
and the only Son of God. And he chose 
the Apostles to bring to all nations the 
good news that all men are now recon
ciled to God, their creator, and are his 
adopted sons and heirs to heaven. 

When Peter, representing the Eleven, 
preached Christ — crucified, raised from 
the tomb by die Father, and now seated 
at his right hand in heaven - he raised 
the Christian standard aloft. And to 
plant it throughout the Roman Empire, 
the Apostles gave their lives gladly. The 
remaining 26 chapters of die Book of 
Acts and the inspired letters of the Apos
tles tell the growth of the infant church. 

Twenty centuries separate us from 
diose heroic men of God. The truth of 

their labors is with us still, thanks to the 
same Holy Spirit who has remained with 
the church down through the centuries. 
From generation to generation the mes
sage and the means of salvation have 
been handed down. This has happened 
sometimes through periods of peace and 
evident progress, but more often 
through years of persecution and appar
ent near-extermination. But the church 
has always survived because men of God 
valued eternal life, and the church as the 
means of reaching it, more than their 
own comfort or personal safety. 

Today we need men of principle and 
generosity who will put eternal values be
fore earthly gain or personal comfort. 
The church has her enemies who shout 
loud and long, parroting the same old 
themes used down through the centuries 
against her. The voice of the Holy Spirit 
is just as strong as it was on diat first Pen
tecost. He is divine and his powers infi
nite. And he will continue to bring mil
lions to the eternal kingdom of God. 

The Holy Spirit came to us in confir
mation making us soldiers of Christ. As 
soldiers of Christ, we are to help fellow 
Christians and all others in their com
mon fight against sin and Godlessness. 

There is a place for everyone in the 

church's line of battle. All that is needed 
is sincerity and a bit of moral courage — 
sincerity in our belief that it is the future 
life that counts and moral courage to 
face opposition and criticism from ene
mies and often from false friends. When 
the Holy Spirit is on our side, we need 
never worry about the opinions or 
sneers of worldly-minded people. If we 
are true soldiers of Christ, we shall win 
our battles, not by crushing our enemies, 
but by making them children of God. 

• • • 

Father Shamon is administrator of St. 
Isaac Jogues Chapel, Fleming. 

Daily Readings 
Monday, June 12 

1 Kings 17:1-6; Matthew 5:1-12 
Tuesday, June 13 

1 Kings 17:7-16; Matthew 5:13-16 
Wednesday, June 14 

1 Kings 18:20-39; Matthew 5:17-19 
Thursday, June 15 

1 Kings 18:4146; Matthew 5:20-26 

Friday, June 16 
1 Kings 19:9, 11-16; Matthew 5:27-32 

Saturday, June 17 
1 Kings 19:19-21; Mat thew 5:33-37 

REVEREND 
MOTHER... 

Innovative... 
Hilarious... 

Refreshing... 
Unique 

Phyl Contestable of "Nunsense" 
fame makes House Calls. She'll deliver 

Reverend Mother to your wedding-
bar mitzvah—birthday... anniversary... 

retirement...any special occasion 
- a ROAST they'll long remember 

If "LAUGHTER IS THE BEST MEDiaNE"-
she provides a healthy dose! 

CaJJ Now 442-4363 
to reserve Reverend Mother 

Last minute or long range events 

HART 
MONUMENT 

COMPANY 
Since 1856 

Monuments, Markers 
and Cemetery Lettering 

2301 Dewey Avenue 
(OPPOSITE HOLY SEPULCHRE CEMETERY) 

(716) 865-6746 

Super Quality 
Guaranteed 

Unconditionally 
Largest 

Assortment 
of 

Spices 
and 

Seasonings 
n WSSMTI NSW TOrK 

1246 Buffalo Rd. • 1/4 mite E. of Howard 
436-9329 or 247-2506 

ASK FOR OUR PRICE LIST' 
v.-

C-mail us at 
cathcour@frontiernet.net 
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