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choose a 12th companion

BY JOE SARNICOLA

ter saw Jerusalem up ahead. He

and his friends had been traveling

since the last Sabbath day to reach the

citv. Thev were still marveling about

how Jesus had risen from the dead, and

then he had risen into heaven while they

were watching. They walked to the

upper room where they would stay and
commutted themselves to prayer.

John, James, Andrew, some of the clos-
est fnends of Jesus, as well as his broth-
_ers, were with Peter. Mary, the mother of
Jesus, was also part of the group, along
with some other women. Peter estimated
there were more than a hundred people
who had come to hear about Jesus and to
prav together with him and the other
disciples. Peter had an important mes-
sage tor everyone there.

"My friends,” he said, “we have seen
the Scriptures fulfilled. Whatever the
prophets wrote about Jesus has come to
pass. But there were also prophecies
about one who would betray him. The
money he received for his treachery has
been used to buy a piece of land we call
the field of blood. But there is still one
prophecv which we have been chosen to
complete.”

The people in the room mumbled
among themselves about what Peter was
talking about. What prophecy would
they fulfill?
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Fill in the blanks with a book of the Bible that begins with the

: last letter of the one before it until you reach the end.
§ A few hints have been provided. Each line represents a missing letter.
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Peter continued. “The psalmist wrote,
‘another must take his office.” We must
choose the one who will take the place of
Judas, so that there will be twelve of us.
Just as there were twelve great tribes of
Israel, named after the sons of Jacob,
Jesus chose twelve men to be his first fol-
lowers. We must bring the number back
to twelve.”

One of the men present called out to
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Peter. “How are we to do this? How will
we know who is the one God wants as
the twelfth man?”
“First we will pray,” Peter answered.
Every head bowed and there were sever-

-al minutes of silence as the people

prayed for God’s guidance. “Now, we
will look at the men on either side of us.
If you know these men to be good and
honest and servants of the Lord, perhaps
one of them will be chosen.”

Eventually, after discussions and sug-
gestions, the choice was to be between a
man named Joseph, who was also
known as Justus, and another man
named Matthias. The method chosen to
select was the ancient custom of drawing
lots. And the lot fell to Matthias.

READ MORE ABOUT IT:
Acts ]

Q&A

1. What did Peter say they had to do?
2. How did they choose between Joseph
and Matthias?

Bible Accent

Hisforians believe. that the:first
.account of the life.of Christ-was:the
Gospel of Matk, which was written
T Iesus

about 20 years
ascended . ink
taught wherevér h nt,

.early Christian Ieaders -wanted: to
preserve- those teachmgs, so~.ﬂ\ey
began wnhng down ‘
‘reniembered. as.
guided -them: .Addi
were written,’ mqstl

Brendan McGinnis, a third-

answered “The Holy Gospel.”
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Bible Trivia
On which feast day did the Holy Spirit

first visit the disciples in Jerusalem? (Hint: Acts 2)

Send answer to : Catholic Courier Bible Trivia
NY 14624. Please include your name, address and school name. All entries

_ must be received by June 1, 2000, The winner of the last trivia quiz was
grader at St, Patrick’s Church, Macedon. In
response to the question, During Mass, there is one reading from the Old
Testament, one from the New Téstamefit and one from the

, PO. Box 24379, Rochester,
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