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Staff wnter

Michael Tedesco, who has served since
1997 as associate communications director
with the United Way of Greater Rochester
Tric., has been named. the director of com-
munications for the Diocese of Rochester.

Tedesco, 39, has more than 15 years of
public relations experience in the
Rochester area. He will his position
with the diocese on July 10.

“I'm attracted to working for my diocese
in what I see as a step forward profession-
ally,” Tedesco said. “I want the opportuni-
ty to get to know Bishop (Matthew) Clark
better because I've heard he is such a great
leader.”

The communications position had been
vacant since Tedesco’s predecessor, Eliza-

. beth Brfown, left in Apnl 1999. Father

Joseph Hart, diocesan vicar general and
Pastoral Center moderator, made the hire.
He and a search committee had inter-
viewed candidates since October.

“We were not willing | to hire someone
who didn’t have all the pieces,” Father Hart
said of the lengthy search process.

Father Hart said that Tedesco brings
valuable expenence from his two most re-
cent positions. Based on his work with the
United Way, Father Hart said . that
Tedesco’s awareness of stewardship and de-
velopment will help with diocesan fundrais-
ing efforts.

Tedesco also served for 10 years as com-
munications manager with the Gates-Chili
School District. Father Hart said that
Tedesco's work in an expansive school sys-

‘tem will serve him
.well  for the.
: »7Rochester Diocese,
- which heé described
- -as.‘a compTex ‘orga-
nization wi ha lot of
constituericies.”
“He’s. a team
: builder and a team .
lwder, Father Hart commented. _
“F'was impressed with his flexibility and
depth of knowledge with the local media,”
added Bill Olsen, diocesan director of hu-
man resources. “He also seems to be very

" committed to the church.”

Under Tedesco, Father Hart noted, the
diocesan cominunications department will
expenence a slight restructurmg Sister
Anne Guerin, SSJ; commuriications liaison
for diocesan Catholic schools, will work out
of Tedesco’s office. In addition, ‘Father
Hart said he hopes to eventually hire a
writer for publicity projects currently being

handléd by outside agencies. Father Hart |

added that Mary Dawes, communications
assistant, will remain in her current posx-‘
tion.

Tedesco said his initial goal is to get to
know the people and inner workings of the
diocese. .

“My door will always be open. I view
myself as a person easy to get along with.
I want to establish. good relations,” he
said.

“Tedesco added that he leaves his United
Way position “with a lot of mixed feelings.
I-take a lot of pnde in what we do for the

commitnity and it took an exceptional job

for me to leave.”

Grant to establish schools fund

A $400,000 anonymous gift has been
made to the Diocese of Rochester to estab-
lish a Catholic Schools Excellence Fund.
Bishop Matthew H. Clark planned to an-
nounce the gift at the fourth annual Cele-
brate Catholic Schools Dinner May 19 at
Eagle Vale Country Club, Perinton, -~

The donor’s children had attended
diocesan Catholic schools. The fund will
produce‘annual incore to support critical
areas of need in Catholic schools, such as
faculty support and student financial aid.

“This is a wonderful gift for which we are

very-grateful,” commented Tim Dwyer, su-
perintendent of schools.

Fhe John Peter Medaille Award-was to
be given to Father Thomas Mull, an advo-
cate for Catholicschools who has served on
many committees and boards.

The Elizabeth Ann Seton Memorial
Award was to be posthumously to
Bishop Dennis Hickey, who died Oct. 6, “a
pastot, teacher and friend of schools in a
miultitude of ways, always ready with a lis-
tening ear and a helping hand,” according
to a schools office statement.

According to Laura Saxby Lynch, senior
vice president for ‘communications,
Tedesco’s responsibilities at the United
‘Way “literally ran the gamut,” including
day-to-day management of the communi-
cations department; coordination of spe-
cial events and news conferences; and writ-
ing of press releases and other material.

“He’s been invaluable,” Lynch said. “I'm
very sorry to see him go, but I recognize
the value of a great opportunity and that's
what this is for him. We wﬂlmlsshlm ter-

. ribly.”

Tedesco grew up in the Rochester sub-
urb of rondequoit. He graduated from St.
Ambrose School and Aquinas Institute,

and in 1983 earned a bachelor’s degree in
mass communication from St. Bonaventure
University.

He joined the Rochesier Americans
Hockey Club in 1984 as associate director
of communications, and was later promot-
ed to director of media relations.

In 1987 he became communications
manager for the Gates-Chili schools. He
moved to the United Way in the fall of
1997.

Tedesco resides in Pittsford with his wife
of 14 years, Lori, and their three children,
ages 3,6 and 9.

The family attends St. Catherine of Siena
Parish in Mendon.

a big splash

Runners make

More than 400 men, women, boys and girls
-took part in the fourth annual Run for the
Young on May 13. The 5K road race and 1-
mile fun run/walk began and ended at St.
Lawrence Church in Greece, and raised
$12,000 for- the Diocesan Youth Scholarship
Fund. Scott Bagley of Irondequoit was the
men’s winner (16:05) and Audra Knapp, right,
the. women’s (18:13). ‘St. Lawrence took :
home His Most Holy Right Shoe Trophy and St. Theresa Parish, Stanley, His
Most Holy Left Shoe Trophy — the bishop’s bronzed running shoes.

Mike Mergen/Photo intem

Southern Tier Catholic Charities celebrates 20th anniversary

Catholic Charities of the Southern Tier

- Inc. will mark its 20th year with a banquet

on Sunday, May 21, at the Elmira Holiday

Inn, 760°East Water St., Elmira. The event
is open to the public.

The agency was established by Bishop -

Clark on June 29, 1980 — as the Southern

Tier Office of Social Ministry — to serve
residents of Chemung, Schuyler, Steuben,
Tompkins and Tioga counties. In 1994 it
became Catholic Charities of the Southern
Tier, and in 1997 moved its offices to 215
E. Church St. in Elinira.

Among the agency’s programs are

Emergency Services, located in Elmira,
serving 600 people per month; Food Bank
of the Southern Tier, located in Big Flats
and distributing food to eight counties;
Gateways Community Living Program, for
people recovering from psychiatric illness;
Transitions — Counseling for Healthy Liv-
ing, which deals with substance abuse; and
Teens and Family Outreach in Tioga Coun-
ty, for pregnant and parenting teens, and
their children, families and partners. -
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Since 1895

{/_ MARRION
'MONUMENTS

476 State St. .
(Corner Jay)

546-4450
M/F 9-5, Sat. 10-2
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MAY SPECIALS

Lunch Specials

GRILLED RASPBERRY CHICKEN
With a vegetable, Rissoto napoleon

BLACKENED RIB EYE
Served with caramelized onions and
sweet potato fries

- SOUP & SANDWICH
Each day our chef creates a new and
interesting combination

All Lunch Specials served with a
choice of soup or salad

Dinner Specials—

BRANDIED VEAL OSSO BUCCO
Braised veal shanks combined with brandy/tomato
sauce served with candied carrots and snowpeas
DUCKLING BREAST WITH SUN-DRIED

CHERRY MACADAMIA PESTO
Marinated in sun dried.cherries, seared and
roasted with a port wine/Hibiscus glaze
served with asparagus Risotto
MAITRE'D RIB
Generous cut of our prime beef dusted with crushed
peppercorns and served with a Maitre'd butter

PORTOFINO
Lobster, shrimp, crabmeat and scallops sauteed in
olive ail with artichoke hearts & black olives and
served over a bed of pasta

Serving Lunch Tuesday - Friday
Serving Dinner Monday - Saturday

IAMPIIEHER

Located at Creekside Plaza
831 Fetzner Rd.
At the corner of Maiden Lane,
down the road from Greece Martiott

225-2500
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