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St. Faustina is named
millennium's first saint
\ATILAN CITY (CNS) - Pope
John Paul II declared fellow Pole
rausiina howalska the first saint of
the new millennium, calling her "a
gift of God for our time "
At a canonization Mass April SO
in St Peter s Square, the pope said
the humble life of the Polish Mercy
sistei who died in 1938 at the age ol
13 and whose diary account of vi
sions and I oddtions inspired Div ine
Meicy dtAolion woildwide, "w tied
to the history of the 20th century "
The period in which Christ en
tnnted his message of Ehv ine Mercy
to St Faustina in the years between
the World War I and World War II,
is of great significance, said die
pope
" rhose who remember, who were
witnesses and participants in the
events ot those years and the horn
ble suffering of millions of people,
know how necessary the message of
men.) was," hi said
As archbishop of Krakow, the
pope took a personal interest in Sis*
ter Faustina, helping to retract a Vat
ican ban on her diary by demonstrating that it had been, based *bn
misleading translations of die nun's
revelatory writings
The ban was lifted in 1978, sue
months before the current pope s
election
born Helen howalska to a poor
peasant family in central Poland St
Faustina entcied the Warsiw con
vent of the C ongregation of the Sis
teis of Our Lady of Mercy HI 1925

Lay ministers
Continued from page 1

sive Notre Dame Study of Catholic Parish
life.
'The new survey found that since 1982:
• Average parish size has grown by 23
percent, from 2,300 members to 2,831.
• Average parish ministry staffing has
grown 9 percent, from 4.7 per parish to 5.1
- but lay ministry has grown dramatically
while m e average number of priests, deacons and religious on staffs has gone down.
• The number of parishes with at least
o n e lay minister o n staff has more than
doubled, from 30 percent to 68 percent
• The average number of parishioners
per priest has risen 72 percent, from 920
to 1,572; if priests resident in a parish but
not assigned there are excluded, the current ratio is 1,887 parishioners per priest.
• T h e average number of priests in a
parish has dropped from 2.5 to 1.8, or, if
priest-residents are not counted, to 1.5.
One-sixth of the priests in the parishes
covered by die survey were described as
"resident," meaning they were living in die
parish but retired or holding a full-time outside post Resident priests often provide important ministerial services in parishes
where they live, but like die thousands of
deacons, religious and lay people who en-

cent said they communicate by e-mail and
17 percent said they use bodi.
The report said die new survey indicates
"a diffusion of eUinic identity since 1982"
in U.S. parishes. In die Notre Dame study,
the Irish were described as the predominant ethnic group in 23 percent of the
parishes; in the new survey only 8.4 percent
fit that category.
In both studies, Hispanics were described as die predominant ethnic group
in about 8 percent of the parishes. The,
third most frequently named predominant
group, at 7.1 percent, was German.
Overall, only 38 percent of pastors surveyed said there was a predominant ethnic
group iii the parish, and some 4 0 different
ethnic groups — including Luxcmbourgian,
Dutch and "Cajun white American"—were
among die groups named.
The new survey found significant increases in some parish programs.
The report said that 81 percent of parishes now have a Rite of Christian Initiation of
Adults program, more than double the 32
percent reported in 1982.
It found that 46 percent of parishes now
have evangelization programs, up 32 percent in 1982; 32 percent have social action/advocacy programs, up from 20 percent in 1982; 87 percent have care of the
sick programs, up from 71 percent; and 76
percent have adult education programs.

gage in volunteer ministry, are net staff.
The researchers predicted that with declining numbers of priests and religious,
the number and importance of lay ministers in parish staffing and parish life will
only grow in coining years.
The number of permanent deacons has
been growing significantly, but die parish
ministry of most deacons is volunteer. According to the bishops' national office for
die permanent diaconate, less than 10 percent of the nation's 13,000 permanent deacons hold full- or part-timejobs in parishes
or other church institutions.
Not surprisingly, the study found that
suburban parishes tend to be die largest in
membership, staff, programs and budget
with urban churches next and rural churches lowest.
Although only 29 percent of die parishes in the survey were suburban, they accounted for 49 percent of die church membership. Rural parishes accounted for 35
percent of diose surveyed, but only 16 percent of die church membership.
"Two-thirds of the parishes with fewer
than 500 members are rural; two thirds of
parishes with 5,000 or more members are
suburban," die report said.
It said about two-Fifths of die pastors reported that their parishes use e-mail or have
a Web site or both. Thirty-one percent reported having their own Web sites, 27 per-

Sponsor a Child at a Catholic
Mission. It's Affordable!
Your opportunity to help a very poor child is much
too important to miss. A n d Christian Foundation for
Children and Aging (CFCA), an international Catholic
sponsorship program can s h o w y o u the affordable way.
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Through CFCA you sponsor a child for the amount
you can afford. Ordinarily it takes $20 a month to provide one poor child with the life-changing benefits of
sponsorship. But if this is not possible for you, we invite
y o u to sponsor at a level y o u can afford (minimum $10).
CFCA will see to it from other donations and the tireless
efforts of our missionary partners that your child
receives the same benefits as other sponsored
children.
Your sponsorship pledge helps provide a poor child at
a Catholic mission site with nourishing food, medical
care, the chance to g o to school - whatever is needed
most. You can literally change a life!
And you can be assured your pledge has its greatest
impact because our programs are directed b y dedicated
Catholic missionaries with a long-standing commitment
to the people they serve.

The Life You
Change May Be
Your Own
Be a friend to a child or
adult who is dealing with
mental health issues.
If you can:
• Share a few hours a month
•Be a good listener
•Bea friend

To help build your relationship, y o u receive a picture
of your child, information about your child's family and
country, letters from your child and the CFCA newsletter. But wiosf important, y o u receive the satisfaction of
helping a poor child!

Little Maria sells oranges on the
street in a village in Guatemala.
Her family can't afford to send her
to school. Will you help a poor
child like Maria?

You can be a Compeer! Change
someone's !ife...even your own!

Call (716) 546-8280

Compeer

!CFCA
Catholic
Child
Sponsorship

427
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"Jubilee 2000 is a wonderful time to begin
sponsoring a child!"
Archbishop James P. Keleher, Kansas
City, Kansas - who sponsors Jose Munos
of Honduras.
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Yes, I'll help one child:

Name

• Boy QGirl Q Teenager Q Any in most need

Address

My monthly pledge is:
Q$10'Q$15 Q$20 • $25 Q Other $

City/State/Zip.

I'll contribute:
• monthly • quarterly • semi-annually • annually

Phone(.

• Enclosed is my first contribution of $,
CJ4/00
(Make check payable to CFCA.)
Q I'd prefer to bill my first sponsorship payment to my
credit card: QVISA QMC • Discover QAMEX
Card No.
Exp. Date.
QI can't sponsor now, but here's my gift of $
.
Q-Please send me more information about sponsorship.
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Send to:
Christian Foundation for
Children and Aging (CFCA)
One Elmwood Ave. / P.O. Box 3910
Kansas City, KS 66103-0910
or call toll-free 1-800-875-6564
www.cfcausa.org

Member U.S. Catholic Mission Association, National Catholic
Development Conference, Catholic Network of Volunteer Service
financial report available on request / Donations are U.S. tax-deductible

