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Pray for God's blessing on convocation
For several years we have held our
Convocation of Priests — and, in recent
years, of our pastoral administrators as
well — from Monday afternoon until
Wednesday n o o n of the week after Easter
week.
We repeat that pattern next week as we
gather for an assembly at the Hyatt Hotel
in downtown Rochester. O u r central
theme this year will be the ministry of
preaching.
As always, I look forward to this event
and the many sources of enrichment it will
offer. Certainly, I am eager to learn more
about preaching from those who study
that ministry, which is essential to the life
and good health of the church.
Secondly, I anticipate with eagerness the
opportunity the convocation affords m e to
speak to a n d to hear from our priests
about issues that are significant to the life
of our local church.
This year I want to share with our
priests a n d pastoral administrators some
ideas and reflections generated by the initial stages of our p r o g r a m of Pastoral
Planning for the New Millennium. I find
it enormously helpful when they are willing to hear my ideas, critique t h e m and
enrich t h e m by sharing their own pastoral
wisdom.
While such sharing of ideas and experience is essential to the convocation, I find
mvself most excited by the prospect of just
being in the company of such a wonderful

group of people. For m e they are a symbol
of the life and vitality of our local church,
and of the great promise that is ours even
in a time in which we find it necessary to
change some cherished habits and revered
patterns of living.
I have convened our priests annually
since I first arrived as bishop of Rochester.
In the beginning, we met at the Notre
Dame Retreat Center in Canandaigua and,
because of space limitations, we m e t in
two sections. Half of our priests came
from Monday afternoon until Tuesday
noon. T h e others came on Tuesday afternoon and adjourned on Wednesday at
midday.
Over time, we realized that the experience would be richer if it were longer and
if all of us could share it together. That is
when we moved to commercial facilities
large enough to accommodate us. It also is
when we lengthened the p r o g r a m .
As I write these words and think of
those earlier days, I remember that much

has changed since then. Many of the
priests who gathered in the early 1980s
have gone home to God.
A good number of others have been
ordained since then and now contribute to
our assembly. And, surely, those o f us who
have shared the experience through all of
the years are different now from what we
were like way back dien.
Annual events like the convocation - provide a special opportunity to remember
and put into perspective what changes *
over years of life experiences and what
remains the same. A n d I mean not only
changes that occur within each individual.
I also include changes in the ways in
which we understand and relate to one
another, and how we deal with issues of
common interest.
When I remember my first gathering
with our priests in 1980,1 am acutely
aware that I would have approached that
event much differently if I knew then what
I know now.
But I also know that life does not work
that way' for any of us. All we can do is
offer ourselves as best we can at any given
moment, trust that our friends and colleagues will d o the same, and know that
the Spirit of the Risen Christ will lead us
through it all.
I ask you to pray that God will bless and
guide all who participate in our convocation.
Peace to all.

No Entrance Fee Required. Call today!

"We Fell in Love with
the Peace of Mind."
T
Laking care of a house became
more trouble than it ivas worth for my
wife and me, so zee started looking
into various retirement options and.
decided Chapel Oaks was the ideal
place to go. The staff is so attentive to
our every desire. We recently zvent to
Grand Cayman and when xoe
came back, our apartment was safe,
secure and immaculately

clean.

Now that's service!"

— John and Betty Fulton
Rochester, Neiv York

he French call it joie de vivre, or love of life.
That ability to approach life joyfully and fully
appreciate all that each day has to offer. Every day,
residents of Chapel Oaks, Rochester's newest and
finest rental retirement community, are finding the
joy of retirement living. Once you've experienced
life at Chapel Oaks, you may find yourself falling
in love with the true joy of living all over again.
1

all in love w i t h the tradition

of St. A n n ' s of

JL Greater Rochester, Inc., who for 125 years has
provided senior adults with a truly fulfilling
retirement lifestyle. The location of being perfectly
situated on 14 beautiful, secluded acres of the St.
Ann's campus a,nd just minutes away from
Rochester's finest shopping, entertainment and
cultural activities. The independence to continue an
active life style without routine maintenance and
tiresome daily chores. The value of a rental concept
with no entrance fee, which makes Chapel Oaks
Rochester's most affordable retirement living
options. The convenience of exceptional services and
amenities, and the spacious one- and two-bedroom

apartment homes. Or, fall in love with the security
and peace of mind that comes from having priority
access to a full continuum of health care services
right on the St. Ann's campus.
I^/etirement is your time to seize the day and
JL V life to its fullest; to experience your
"joie de vivre." Please call (716) 3 4 2 - 3 0 5 2
for more information about Chapel Oaks
or to arrange your personal tour. Once
you see all that we have to offer, you may
just find yourself falling in love with the
true joy of living all over again!
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