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A week to think about the suffering 
Scsei.H uurs .IJJO I had the opportu-

IIit\ to Much the woik.s of two German 
theologians, botli of whom reflected at 
length on tlie iealit\ of the suffering and 
death ol Jesus. One of them. Dietrich 
Bonhoeilei. w.is ,u tualh in prison while 
nnuliK nii; some of the most important 
theoloin of the '20th centm \. Ordinarily 
we do not expect impies.sne theological 
thougtits to tome to us b\ wav of prison. 
Howe\ei. Bonhoefier's letters have be
come a souice of se\eral theological 
mo\einenls that followed him. 

In one pat ticitlai'K memorable pas-
sai;e iiu luded as a Piologue to an edition 
of his published letters, Bonhoeffer 
wioie '" I heie lemains an experience of 
iiuompaiable \alue. We have for once 
li-ai in to see the gieat events of world his-
loi \ horn below, from the perspective of 
the outcast, the suspects, the maltreated, 
ihe powei less, the oppressed, the reviled 
- in shoi t. from the perspective of those 
who MI! lei." This passage continues to in-
ti lgue and inspire iii.mv readers of Bon
hoef lei .\nd seems to be a fitting passage 
lot id leuion during Hol\ Week. , 

I hese words suggest that there is 
moie than one was to \ iew the events of 
hie on this planet. Theic is most obvi-
oiis|\ die viewpoint available to most of 
us leading this newspaper: the viewpoint 
of those who enjov mam of the good 
things of life. Included among these 
would be the means to secure employ
ment, to provide for ourselves and our 
i hildt en. political freedom, a way to car

ry out our sense of responsibility, the re
spect of our neighbors and colleagues, 
communities that provide us with a 
sense of being worthwhile and valuable, 
with a place of belonging and some de
gree of rewarding companionship. 

For most of his life, Dietrich Bonho
effer enjoyed these things too. For the 
last two years of his life, though, he was 
a prisoner of the Third Reich. Looking 
back, many conclude him to be a hero, 
since his imprisonment was the result of 
his taking up action against National So
cialism. At the time, however, he was sim
ply a prison inmate. His mother, for ex
ample, wrote at one point that her life 
was made the more difficult because of 
the "disgrace" associated with his being 
in prison. She had to face that reality as 
the mother of a prisoner. Bonhoeffer 
himself had to struggle with his own self-
perception as he took on the identity of 
a social outcast. 

One of the ways this experience af
fected him was his new ability to see the 

world from "below." He thought this ex
perience gave him a truer way to under
stand the life of Jesus, particularly the 
events surrounding his death. 

Several years after Bonhoeffer, anoth
er German theologian took up this no
tion and extended the idea of seeing the 
world from below and applied it in new 
ways to the church. Johannes Metz 
thought of the church in terms of its be
ing a "table and story-telling community" 
charged especially with the mission of 
keeping alive the memory of the suffer
ing of Jesus. For Metz, Jesus' suffering is 
God's own participation in the general 
suffering of humankind. Like Jesus, so 
many who suffer now and who have suf
fered in the past have had to endure their 
torment because of the actions of other 
human beings. Metz thinks that as we tell 
and retell the account ofjesus' suffering, 
we should connect his suffering with the 
misery of others who suffer at the "bot
tom rung" of humanity. 

Metz writes: "Jesus challenged our 
domination over one another when he 
identified himself with unreserved love 
with those who were being oppressed. 
His loving identification with the in
significant, rejected and oppressed ex
pressed God's sovereignty and was an act 
of liberation." 

In another passage he says: "We Chris
tians live out of the memory of the suf
fering, death and resurrection ofjesus 
Christ. When we believe in him, we re
member the testament of his love. In his 

love, God came into the world as an act 
challenging human domination of oth
ers ... Our memory ofjesus constantly 
forces us to break through the dominant 
ideas of our age and to look at things that 
hide from us the fact that oppression and 
injustice are all around us." 

Because Christians are tied to the 
memory ofjesus as a suffering one, him
self a prisoner and one executed by the 
authorities of his time, Metz thinks that 
our churches should be institutions that 
take up the cause of the forgotten ones 
in society. Churches should help all of us 
to try to see the world "from below" so 
that we move from experiencing the sto
ry ofjesus in church to taking up action 
in defense of those whom our various po
litical and economic systems allow.us to 
"discard" and forget. ; 

As we enter into the final days .of Lent 
2000, particularly as we also commemo
rate this Jubilee year, we might take a few 
minutes to extend our awareness of Je
sus' death, to let it awaken in us a sense 
that there are others who suffer in these 
same ways today. Such a connection 
might help us to move from telling the 
story of Jesus' suffering to being a part of 
relieving the suffering of others in need 
of our help. Letting the liturgical events 
of Holy Week help us to see the world 
"from below" is surely part of why we en
ter into these important days of faith. 

• • • 

Sister Sc/welles is president of St. Bernard's 
Institute. 
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BARTHOLOMEW HEALTH 
CARE GROUP 

Quality Long Term 
Care Facilities 

You have a choice... 
come and see us. 

Visit our website at www.bhcg.com 

Crest Manor Living & Rehabilitation Center 
6745 Pittsford-Palmyra Rd., Fairport, NY 14450 • (716) 223-3633 

LeRoy Village Green 
10 Munson St., LeRoy, NY 14482 • (716) 768-2561 

East Side Living & Rehabilitation Center 
62 Prospect Street. Warsaw. NY 14569 • (716) 786-8151 

Looking for a DentistP 
Dr. Sam Khalil and bis Caring Staff invite 

you to their New Location for a 

FREE EXAM 
(Reg. $56) 

(includes cancer screening, 
smile evaluation, soft tissue 
check-up and consultation) 

Expires 9-30-00. 

Call 442-1990 today 

Parkwood 
Dental Care 

1655 Elmwood Ave., Ste. #215 
ACROSS FROM MCQUATD HIGH SCHOOL) 

Dr. Khalil is a graduate of Marquette 
Jesuit Dental School, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

${gtw (Dame fRgtreat Mouse 

Serving the Diocese of Rochester 
Notre Dame Retreat House Staff: 

Father Frederick Brinkmann; C.Ss.R., Rector/Director 
Father Paul Miller, C.Ss.R.; Father Jack Jason Fiske, C.Ss.R. 

Father Leo Dunn, C.SsR.; Sister Mary Lynch, 5.5./.; 
Sister Dolores Monahan, S.S.J.; Sister Julie LaVeque, S.S.J. 

Telephone: 716-394-5700 

Men's Retreats: 
May 12-14 

Women's Retreats: 
April 28-30, 

May 5-7, May 19-21, June 9-11 

Day of Prayer at Notre Dame 
May 16, June 20 

Hispanic Retreat 
Presenter: Fr. Alex Ortiz C.Ss.R.— May 19-21 

Charismatic Retreat — June 2-4 

Annual Diocesan Priest Retreat — June 4-8 
Presenter: Msgr. Arthur J. Seratelli 

Serenity Retreat — June 16-18 

A Retreat for Married Couples— June 23-25 
Presenters: Fr. Fred Brinkmann, Tom and Emily Kiolb 

Special Annual Event: Musician's Retreat 
Featuring Fr. Fred Brinkmann, James Frazier M.M. 

and Jason Downie's A Capella Band —July 7-9 

Elderhostel Programs: 
June 11-16, July 9-14, August 13-18 

The Only Thing We Overlook Is Canandaigua Lake! 
Please call for more information. 
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