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Faith in the ley 1s heart of sessions

By-Rob Cullivan
Statt Writer

At St Francis de Sales Parish in Gene-

v religious formation builds family val-

That's how Bev
Gudre, rehgious formation coordinator,

ues by valuing the family.

sSees Ik .

For the past five vears, the parish has
occastomtdhy held a two-hour Sunday
“Famih Gatherig Sesston.” The session
replaces regular morming catechetical
classes between Masses tor childien in
Lhderganten dnough cighth grade. The
tovaine sesstons feature such subjects
as the sames, angels and Lene. and familv
teating activites, Guerrie said,

“Fanub-centered catechesis offered in
this fashion allows evervone to not only
icarn about thewr taith, but to celebrate
[ justlike to bring out every-
one’s creatnat H0s just the idea of bring-
g somethig new and fresh o the pro-
San

i she sad ™

Sessions begin with an opening praver
m the churdh. followed by remarks by cat-
vchetnical leaders on the cennal theme,
Guernie said She noted that sometimes
such parsh groups as the Rosars Society
help develop the topae, and students pre-
sent am thimg from skis to songs related
to 1t Ihe theme tor the latest session,
Mach 26, centered on the sacraments of
mitation — bapusm, conbirmation and
holy Fuchanst

Jeanne Colopretro teaches religion o
fast-araders, and has four chuldien her-
selt m the parnsh’s formation program.
Sometnnes s easier to get chtdren, es-
pectally older students, to sing iy front of
thewr parents vather than do skits, she not-
cd.

"It they re singing, thevre not as ner-
sous.” she sard. "Thevre enjoving them-
\(']\ (S "
~ Sheadded that having the children per-
forim for thew parents bulds the kids” self-
¢ STUCTTHT

“Itgnes them asense of achievement to
hiow then parents exactly what they've
fearned,” she sad.

[ the basement of the parish’s former
~chool building, the kids and their folks
share an educational activity, Guerrie
~ard. For example. she said. last month
«wh tannly filled out worksheets in-
~cithed with the name ol a sacrament by
commg up with aword starting with each
foner of the sactaanent. Oune family took
“contimation” and came up
with such werds as "Catholic” “tamily”
and oy

“Thatteraction with the parents is so
she said. “Otherwise (the
caTiering session) becomes a show-and-
teil, and we don't want.that.”

Colopietio added that the interactive
poraon of the session creates fond mem-
ortes for the children about their religious
tormation.

e oword

llllp()ll‘ll]l.“

“"When voure doing it with vour par-

enis, 1t just means more to vour child be-

cawse it has a lasong impact.” she said.
Sue Gage, who teaches second-graders

wehgion and has a son and daughter in the

John Powell

Children perform during a Family Gathering Session at St. Francis de Sales
Church in Geneva on March 26. Parents and children together renewed thelr

baptismal vows at the end of the service.

tormation program, add-
ed that parents benefit
from the interactive por-
tion as well. Talking about
church teachings with
their children can bring
back memories of some-
thing they mav not have
thought about in years —
tor example, their first
holy Communion.

*l.earning about reli-
gion is not just for the
children.” she said.

Guerrie also noted that
children tend to believe in
their faith if they see their
parents taking the time to
help them learn it.

“If they see their par-
ents getling involved, I
think the children will val-
ue (the faith) more than if
the parents just dropped
their children off at
church,” she said.

Most importantly, inan
era when many Catholic
children no longer learn
about their faith daily
through the Catholic
school system, participat-
ing in her children’s reli-
gious formation is crucial
to its growth, Gage said.

“I went to Catholic
schools for 12 vears,” she ~

Jeanne Colopietro holds her daughter, Jamie, 5, who
is enthusiastic about participating in a spelling game

said. “I want my children at the Family Gathering Session at St. Francis de

to be touched in the same Sales Church.

»

way.
In the fall, St. Francis will begin doing

" its faith formation with its fellow Geneva

Catholic church, St. Stephen’s Parish. The
two churches already share the same pas-
tor, Father Roy Kiggins, and various pas-
toral staff members, and make up the Ro-
man Catholic Community of Geneva.
Guerrie said that the family gathering ses-
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St, Michael’s )

Homecoming Mass

& .
L SuNDAY, APRIL 30TH AT 7 P.M.
L Come together with old friends and schoolmates to
=2 worship in the rich tradition of vour parents and

grandparents. Father Vincent Panepinto will preside
at an Engli-h Mass. The choir from St. Charles
L Borromeo will perform, accompanied by a 1909 pipe
? organ. Secured parking will be available in the lot
behind the church hall. Mass will be followed by a
| ; social hour in the hall. Tours will begin at 5:30 p.m.

o S°T MICHAEL’S CHURCH

369 Clinton Avenue, North * Rochester, N.Y. ¢ 325.4040
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sions, which have drawn more than 200
people, will swell considerably with the
addition of St. Stephen’s children. She
wondered aloud what the expanded gath-
ering session would look like.

“We aren’t quite sure how this will all
work in terms of accommodating the
amount of people,” she said, “but having
to worry about too many people is a won-
derful challenge to look forward to and,
with the Spmt guiding us, we are sure we
can make it all happen.”

JOSEPH
KILIMNICK, MD
announces
opening of

Pediatric
Practice

444 White Spruces Southview Commons
ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

424-6500

www.catholiccourier.com

AN

' 'Manhattanﬁquare, Rochester- 0 AL
noon-5. pim; aduit $6; eﬁﬂd $4
716/2652702. . . S

® MAY 27JULY I — Classes
“Garden Sprout”; for children-...
.ages 6-10; fun gardening, ecology, .
‘historic topics; Children’s Garden,
Sonnenberg Gardens, e
Canandaigua; meets Saturdays; -
for information call 716/394-
4922.
"~ © Registration: Summer Gamp
Playhouse for ages 8-13, Rochester
- Childgen’s Theatre, 45 Prinee St.,; .-
. Rochester; 716/271-7870., * i ~
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