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WORID & NATION

Kung says Chinese church in schism

By Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service

MATTCAN CITY — Ina letter to top
\atcan ofticials, the nephew of the late
Chimese Cardinal Ignatius Kung Pin-met
ashed the Vatican to declare the Chinese
C.atholic Patriotic Association schismatic.

“The CPA is noi and cannot be
( athohd because 1t continues to deny the

supreme authority of the successor of
Peter,” said Joseph Kung, president of the
U7 S -based Cardinal Kung Foundation.

kung, whose untle died in exile in the
LU nued States March 12, sent a leuer
March 28 1o the heads of the Vatican con-
gregations for doctrine and for mission-
Ay acinv iy, as well as to the Vaucan sec-
retary ol state, his assistant and to Pope
John Paul IT's personal secretary.

I he Chinese Catholic Patriotic Associ-
atton was founded by and continues to be
directed by China’s communist govern-
ment telects its own bishops and spurns
all ties with the Vaucan.

I'he Vatican press office declined April
[ to coniment on Kung's letter.

“One Vancan official who knew about
the fetter and is familiar with Vatican poli-
ces towand Chinese Catholics would say

only that “there are unjust and inexact”
statements in Kung's letter.
Another official, while not comment-

ing directly on Kung’s letter, said people

must realize that not all Catholics — and,
perhaps, only a small minority of
Catholics — who attend Masses approved
by the government agree with the patri-
otic association’s insistence on indepen-
dence from the Vatican.

UCA News, an Asian church news
agency based in Thailand, reported in
February that as many as two-thirds of the
70 bishops in the gowernmem-qpproved
Bishops' Conference of the Catholic
Church in China secretly have sought Vat-
ican approval.

The Vatican has avoided using the term
“schism” to describe the situation in Chi-
na because of the political pressures fac-
ing Chinese Catholics, said Father Gian-
carlo Politi, a veteran China-watcher and
a member of the Pontifical Institute for
Foreign Missions.

“There’s never been a schism because
there exists the whole problem of a state
that imposes things that the bishops
would never do on their own,” Father
Politi said in a January interview.

But Kung insisted in his letter that the

patriofic association fits the canon law de-
finition of schism: “the refusal of sub-
mission to the Roman pontiff or of com-
munion with the members of the church
subject to him.” ’

“We do not understand your silence on
this issue and need your unequivocal an-
swer,” Kung told the Vatican officials.

He also objected to the Vatican-sanc-
tioned practice of Catholic seminaries in
the United States and elsewhere accept-
ing seminarians from the government-ap-
proved Chinese church.

When they return to China, he said,
“they will serve under these same bishops
who are not in communion with the Holy
Father.”

Kung said he had been told the pur-
pose of the program was to give the sem-
inarians a proper Roman Catholic educa-
tion and to expose them to the reality of
the universal church.

But, he said, the program “has the ap-
pearance of abandoning the suffering un-
derground Roman Catholic Church in
China.”

In his letter, Kung also said some U.S.
bishops were giving visiting priests associ-
ated with the patriotic association permis-
sion to celebrate Mass in their dioceses.

Sponsor a Child at a Catholic
Mission. It's Affordable!

Your opportunity to help a very poor child is much
too important to miss. And Christian Foundation for
Children and Aging (CFCA), an international Catholic
sponsorship program can show you the affordable way.

Through CFCA you sponsor a child for the amount
you can afford. Ordinarily it takes $20 a month to pro-
vide one poor child with the life-changing benefits of
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sponsorship. But if this is not possible for you, we invite

you to sponsor at a level you can afford (minimum $10).

CFCA will see to it from other donations and the tireless .
efforts of our missionary partners that your child

receives the same benefits as other sponsored children.

Your sponsorship pledge helps provide a poor child at
a Catholic mission site with nourishing food, medical
care, the chance to go to school - whatever is needed
most. You.can literally change a life!

And you can be assured your pledge has its greatest
impact because our programs are directed by dedicated
Catholic missionaries with a long-standing commitment
to the people they serve.
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of your child, information about your child’s family and
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