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Bishops’ official praises House vote on aborti

WASHINGTON (CNS) — An official
iepresenting  the U.S. bishops lauded
House passage of the Parnal-Birth Aboi-
ton Ban Act April 5 and said President
Chinton should sign it

“We pray that President Clinton will coie
ader bus FHawed objections o the bill and

st into law as soon as possible,” said an
\pnl S5 statement from Helen Alvare, a
~pokeswoman lor the LS. bishops' Secre-

ol ten Proclate Acuvities.
[ he 287111 vote marked the third time
T House had passed a ban on the con-
“oversiad abortion procedure. The Senate

divo has passed the ban three times, -
Judimye a 6334 vorte last October.

But President Bill Clinton twice has ve-
~wd the ban and has promised to do so
rzan this vear.

Suzanike Schntunan, life issues coordi-
aton tor the Dhocese of Rochester, said that
prossuie -must be kept on President Clin-
ton. as well as congressional and presiden-
tal candidates. to push the bill through.

"It s the one issue that has opened the
debate again and encouraged all people to
te<vamine what aboruon really means and
how Close o infanticide it can be,” she com-
mented.

“ s Latest vote reflects litile change on

the part of our legislators despite high lev-
els of communication to those still unable
to support a ban,” Schnittman added.

The latest House vote was large enough
to override a presidential veto, but last Oc-
tober’s Senate vote was not.

The House bill, HB 3660, would make it
a crime to deliberately kill a fetus once part
of its body is outside the mother.

In the procedure that would be banned,
the unborn child is partially delivered, feet
first, before surgical scissors are stabbed in-
to the base of the infant’s head. The child's
brain is then removed by suction, allowing
for easier delivery of the collapsed head.

Anyone convicted of performing a par-
tialbirth abortion could be sentenced to up
to two years in jail. The bill would exempt
women seeking the abortion from prose-
cution.

The bill also would allow for the aborted
child’s father to sue the abortionist if the fa-
ther is married to the mother. It grants the
same permission to the mother’s parents if
she is under age 18.

Doctors seeking to perform partial-birth
abortions may make their cases before local
medical boards, according to the bill.

Inarguing for the ban, Rep. Emie Fletch-
er, R-Ky., quoted former Vice President Hu-
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bert H. Humphrey: “The moral test of gov-
ernment is how government treats those
who are in the dawn of life.”

Rep. Zach Wamp, R-Tenn., quoted from
Mother Teresa’s 1994 address at the Na-

tional Prayer Breakfast when she said abor- -

tion is “the greatest destroyer of peace in
the world today.”

“We cannot solve all the problems in the
world, but let us never bring in the worst
problem of all, and that is to destroy love.
And this is what happens when we tell peo-
ple to practice contraception and abor-
tion,” Wamp added, still quoting Mother
Teresa.

House Majority Leader Dick Armey, R-
Texas, also used a quote from Mother Tere-
sa to argue why it was necessary to fight for
a ban in the face of an expected presiden-
tial veto: “My job and my responsibility is
not to succeed. My job and my responsibil
ity is to try.”

In a 289-140 vote, the House rejected a
move to recommit the bill to the House Ju-
diciary Committee, with an instruction
that, once reported out of committee, it in-
clude a clause permitting a partial-birth
abortion when the mother’s health is af-
fected.

The original bill, sponsored by Rep.
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Charles Canady, R-Fla., would pemut par-

tial-birth abortion only when the mqther ]

life is in danger. .
Many opponents to the par

abortion ban chided the House: Repubhmn.

leadership for not having held a committee
hearing on Canady’s bill, and for prohibit-
ing amendments from the floor. -

Opponents had touted § measure spon-
sored by Reps. Steny Hoyer; D-Md., and Jim
Greenwood, R-Pa., that would have banned
all abortions from the seventh month of
pregnancy but contained a health excep-
tion Rep. Paul Ryan, R-Wis., described as “a
loophole big enough to drive aMack truck
through.™

Opponents also suggested that the tim-
ing of the vote was meant to influence the
Supreme Court, which has scheduiled oral
arguments April 25 on a federal appellate
decision to éverturn Nebraska’s partial-
birth abortion ban.

00

EDITORS’ NOTE: Schuittman has an-
nounced that Stations of the Cross for Life will
take place at 9:30 a.m. on Good Friday, April
21. The stations will be held in the chapel at
McQuaid Jesuit High School, 1800 S. Clinton
Ave., Rochester. The service is sponsored by the
diocesan Pro-Life Planning Committee.
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