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' The anticipated dosing of St Francis of 
Assisi Church "doesn't reflect well on our 
future," he said. "Easily in that neighbor
hood there are over 50 percent baptized 
(Hispanic) Catholics." 

The finger Lakes Health Systems 
Agencyreport cited a900-percent increase 
in Rochester's Hispanic population from 
1960 to 1990 and an estimated 40-percent 
increaseiri Monroe County's Hispanic pop 
ulation from 1990 to 1997, bringing the 
county's estimated total to 35,000by 1998. 
Only about one-fourth of Monroe County's 
Hispanies live outside die city. 

U.S. Census figures show significant 
Hispanic populations within die diocese 
not only in Monroe County, but also in 
Wayne, 2,117; Ontario, 1,680; Livingston, 
1,525; and Tompkins, 2,595. While die 
bishops' Hispanic Affairs Committee esti
mates that 67-71 percent of Hispanies are 
Catholic, odier demographers iise esti
mates as high as 84 percent 

Evolving ministry 
Spanish Masses are celebrated every 

Sunday in die Rochester Diocese at St. 
Francis de Sales in Geneva; Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help, Our Lady of ML Carmel, 
Holy Redeemer/St Francis Xavier and St. 
Michael's, Rochester; St. Francis of Assisi, 
Rochester, which is expected'to close in 
June; Church of die Nativity, Brockport; 
and Church of die Epiphany, Sodus. Some 
parishes sponsor weekday Spanish Masses 
as well. 

Fadier Jesus Flores, who has been inter
im director of die Spanish Apostolate for 
18 months, is die only Hispanic priest serv-
ipg in die diocese. Of die diocese's many 
non-Hispanic priests, 18 can say Mass in 
Spanish; of diose, 11 can celebrate an en
tire, Mass. i & £ M & heaj,cqnfcssKms ano\„ 
talk with Hispanic people, according to 
Cannon. Others involved in Hispanic min
istry say. die figures are lower, and draw a 
tighter line as to what degree diey consid
er a priest fluent. 

One of die diocese's longest-serving min
isters to Hispanies is Sister Julia Norton, 
RSM, who has worked witii Hispanies for 
more dian 35 years. 

"They're wonderful people to work with, 
and they are die future of die Catholic 
Church," said Sister Norton, who is among 
die ministerial staff at Mt Carmel Parish. 
She says services for Hispanies need to be 
expanded. Aldiough several priests can 
read and speak some Spanish, she said, diat 
ability "doesn't celebrate a Mass." 

"What if a Spanish person got up'and 
read to you in English?" Sister Norton asked 
rhetorically. "First of all diere would be a 
terrible accent, and diere wouldn't be any 
dialogue." 

Parishes need to give tiieir Hispanic 
parishioners die tools diey need, to respect 
dieir culture "and let diem become lead
ers," she said. 

She noted that Mt. Carmel tried com
bining its English and Hispanic parish 
councils, but returned to separate councils 
"to respect die culture of bodi groups." 

In Geneva, Xochiti Palacios has worked 
for four years out of St. Francis de Sales 
Parish as die first Hispanic ministry coor
dinator for Yates and Ontario counties. She 
is excited about changes she sees in min
istry to bodi setded and migrant Hispanic 
Catholics. 

The Sunday Spanish Mass at St. Francis, 
which only a few years ago drew about 14 
people, now has 60-90 people participating, 
she said. 

"Now diere is more a sense of belong
ing," she said. "The community is growing 
and, at die same time, we are reaching out 
to die people. ...And our migrant commu
nity is not even here yet, all of diem. This 
is just winter." 

Hispanic leaders recendy»elected a 
Round Table to help bring Hispanies of var
ious backgrounds together and work for 
die benefit of hSe entire Hispanib commu
nity, she said. The Round Table includes 

Father Paul English, CSB, gives the 
March 24 Commemorative Mass of 
Rochester's Sacred Heart Cathedral. 

student Martha Genao of William Smith 
College and parishioners Ramon Mateo 
and Magdalena Morales, St. Francis 
parishioners for 39 and 43 years, respec-
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"Things are happening," Palacios said, 
noting that Hispanic Catholics are as
suming more leadership in ministry. In 
addition, she plans bilingual Masses 
throughout die year in the several parish
es diat support the ministry, to help bring 
communities together and promote 
awareness and interest. Her goals include 
coordinating more Hispanic events 
throughout die year, and establishing a 
continuing youth group and small Chris
tian communities for Hispanic Catholics. 

In addition to such growtii in Hispanic 
ministry, Cannon noted that cooperation 
is increasing among diocesan offices and 
the Spanish Apostolate. The need for 
such collaboration was high among chal
lenges outlined by die U.S. bishops' study. 

A Mass last month diat honored die 
memory of Salvadoran Archbishop Oscar 
Romero was an example of increasing co
operation, Cannon said. It was a collabo
rative initiative by Suzanne Schnittman in 
die Consistent Life Ediic Office and Lour-
des De Chateauvieux, associate director 
and translator in die Spanish Apostolate. 

"They together collaborated, got peo
ple Anglo and Hispanic who-had com
mon ground to honor this wonderful 
man, and had a bilingual service," Can
non noted. Fadier Flores presided, assist
ed by four priests who have been involved 
in Hispanic ministry. Basilian Father Paul 
English provided a bilingual homily. 

"I can give you a lot of examples of diis 
evolution," Cannon said, referring to in
creasing cooperative efforts among de
partments. She noted diat De Chateau
vieux translates materials for die 
Department of Evangelization and Catech-
esis, for die Tribunal and for CadiOlic Char
ities workshops. SeveraLoffices also have 
turned to die Spanish Apostolate for .help • 
in understandingcultural dynamics and in 
designing liturgy that reflects diversity. The 
Office of Liturgy has cultivated its own re
lationship with Hispanic musicians and 
liturgists throughout the diocese, Cannon 
said. 

"It becomes a consciousness diat grows 
and grows," Canon said, noting that the 
diocesan Women's Commission is includ

ing Hispanic re
sources in its efforts 
to increase aware
ness of domestic vi
olence. 

Good news, 
bad news 

Despite such 
headway, Fadier Tra
cy commented, "His
panic ministry is al
ways good news-bad 
news. 

"Churches have 
provided for them 
but in second-class 
ways. It is good diat 
the church provided 
for diem, but it was
n't always equitable. 
We're not past it 
yet." 

The Spanish 
Apostolate, begun in 
1967, once had a 
staff of four full-time 
people, Fadier Tracy 
said, but now has on
ly a part-time associ
ate director also 
serving as part-time 
translator, a secre
tary shared widi oth
er offices and no 
permanent director 
since Brodier Luis 
Ruberte, H.Ch., left 
two years ago. 

The church will 
lose an important 

presence when St. Francis of Assisi closes 
in June, die priest added. And even if His
panic parishioners are welcomed else
where, "There's a big difference between 
(a parish where) the majority is Spanish 
parishioners arid where they come in as 
second-class citizens which is a minority. 
They will go from having a parish to "Vtau 
can use our church' kind of things." 

Meanwhile proselytism by other reli
gious groups is^^concern among His
panic church leaders, as well as a major 
concern among U.S. Catholic dioceses, 
according to thet bishops' study. Sister 
Norton noted diat otiief denominations 
have been proselytizing among Hispanic 
Catholics for a couple of decades. 

"You can see die effect now," she said. 
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Despite die church's best Spanish-lan
guage materials and attempts at learning 
to evangelize, she noted, Jehovah's Wit
nesses and charismatic groups, in partic
ular, have been successful at reaching His
panies. And many Hispanies who arrive 
in Rochester from Puerto Rico or Florida 
are baptized Cadiolics but have received 
no further religious education. 

"They are very gullible to anything 
else," she said. 

On the "good news" side, the diocese 
has for the past 12 years hosted the Insti-
tuto de Pastoral Hispano, an institute to 
train Hispanic pastoral leaders. Father 
Tracy, part-time interim director of the in
stitute, said 37 Hispanies have graduated 
from the institute's first phase, a three-
year program. It is planning a second 
phase to provide formation in perhaps re
ligious education, youth ministry and pas
toral associate work. 

The priest said 16 Hispanies work for 
the church from Brockport to Geneva to 
Newark. They include Fadier Flores, six 
deacons, diree women religious and six 
lay people. But that count doesn't include 
Hispanies in technically non-ministerial 
positions, he noted. 

"The Community of Hope has three 
secretaries who do an immense amount 
of ministry at the doors, widi wonderful 
skill," he said. In addition, numerous His
panies serve as volunteers. 

Hispanic ministers have to stretch far, 
not only geographically but in terms of 
talent and skill, he said. Thousands more 
Hispanies come into the diocese every 
year for migrant farmwork, Father Tracy 
noted, saying, "The outreach is nowhere 
the level we need to reach them. 

"That's why people who do Hispanic 
ministry are heroes — diey have to do all 
tilings to all people. 

"For 33 years I've been trying to speak 
Spanish and learn the culture," he said. "I 
still have a lot to learn. I say, 'Forget Fa
ther Tracy. Get somebody from the com
munity and teach them to do what Father 
Tracy does.'" 

Although the Catholic Church faces 
major challenges in ministry to Hispan
ies, he said an observer couldn't tell from 
die turnout at Spanish liturgies at Mt. 
Carmel, Holy Redeemer/St. Francis 
Xavier and St Michael's. 

"Those diree have die biggest Hispanic 
congregations between Buffalo and Al
bany, maybe between Buffalo and New 
York City," he said 
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Announcements 
ADOPTIONS The Catholic 
Courier does not publish adop
tion advertising. To obtain a list 
of agencies that serve birth 
mothers and adoptive parents, 
call 716-328-4340. Agencies 
wishing to be included on this 
list may send information to the 
Catholic Courier. 

Merchandise 

Furniture, Trunks, Clocks, 
Sterling and China, Linens. 
Wanted: complete estates and 

households. Sell to me for cash or 
I will conduct a sale for you. 

9dar%nsMtiques 
71&647-2480 

Carpeting & Floor Care 

JAI CARPET CLEANERS: 
commercial/residential. Free 
estimates, referral program. 
Church discounts. "Have a 
cleanwright experience today." 
716-243-5514; pager 716-528-
0337. 

Celling Repair 

TEXTURED/SWIRLED CEIL
INGS: 9' x 12' ceiling only $591 
Water damage, drywall, plaster 
repairs. Any size patches or 
repairs. Quality work; reason
able prices. 716/392-5076. 

Painting & 
Wallcovering 

B U R G - M A S T E R PAINT-
ING/PAPERHANGING, tex
tured ceilings, walls, ceilings 
repaired, rugs shampooed. 
Insured, powerwashing. Dan 
Burgmaster, 716/663-0827. 

AL MEYVIS, JR: Ext./int. paint-
ing. Basement walls 
repaired/painted. "Wet base
ment problems." Carpentry. All 
types small jobs welcome. Sr. 
discount. Certified. 392-4435 
or 323-2876. 

Masonry 

Help Wanted 

PUT YOUR PC TO WORK! 
$25-$75/HR PT/FT (888) 799-
8662 or visit www.2b-online.com 

MASONRY REPAIRS: All 
types, brick steps, sidewalks, 
basement wall repairs. 
Reasonable. 35 years experi
ence. 716-323-1007. Al 
Meyvis, Sr. 

Moving & Hauling 

Plaster Restoration 
Wallpapering Painting 

Free Estimates 
716-482-3243 • 716-703-8245 

Terry & Nina McCullough 
A Couple That Care 

Travel 

Moms & Dads 
WORK FROM HOME 

Raise your own kids, 
earn great money. 

We'll teach you how. 
1(900)431-7130 

mmmm 

K-D Moving & 
Storage, Inc. 
Experience in office, 
household moving and 
deliveriesi 

Bigm Smnli Wr do Hum AW 

4734610/4734357 
23 AriinutcMi St. Rochester NV 14607 

NYD0T«fi!i7 

T R A V E L 
Jubilee Year Pilgrimage to 

'Passim Ptaf&t Oberammergau 
and visits to 

Budapest, Prague, Munich, 
Only four tickets remaining. 
Contact Fr. Frank Uoi, Pastor 

St Anne Church (716) 271-3260 

http://www.2b-online.com

