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COLUMNISTS

Opinions differ on papal apology

Two exueme views of Pope John Paul
Il have coexisted in the Catholic Chureh
for the past 20 vears. On the one side is
a fiercely partisan belief that he is among
the outstanding popes in history, de-
serving in his lifetime of the honorary ti-
tle, "the Great.” Others go a step further
and speak of him in saintly terms.

I'he opposite camp views this pontifi-
cate as nothing less than a “disaster.”
John Paul 1 s porwraved as a thorough-
v reactionany pope: dictatorial in gov-
cining sivle, mtolerant of opinions dif-
terent from his own, oppressive in his
atttude oward women.

As the medieval Scholastics reminded
us. the truth. like virtue, lies somewhere
in the middle. A good illustration of this
principle is the pope’s recent apology for
the sins of the church.

John Paul I 1s the onlv pope in histo-

v to have offered a public apology for |
sy commitied by the church against a |

vanets of groups and, at the same time,

to have extended thie hand of forgiveness

to those who have sinned against the
church. These were acts of extraordinary
senstv iy and courage.

[he dlosest the Catholiec Church pre-

viowshy came to a confession of its sins |

was i the Second Vatican Council’s ad-
mission that “people on both sides were

Fifth Sunday of Lent (April 9): (R3)
John 12:20-33. (R1)Jeremiah 31:31-34.
{R2) Hebrews 5:7-9.

Some Greeks attending the festival of
the Passover came to Philip and said to
him, “Sir, we should like to see Jesus.” Is-
n't that the universal need of mankind?
“We should like 10 see Jesus.” We all need
Juesus for hfe. We need Jesus to give
meaning 1o our existence. We need Jesus
o forgive us our sins. Where, then, can
we see jesus?

First we can see him in historical
records, like Matithew, Mark, Luke and
John. Yet these are not complete. For in-
stance, thev do not tell us what Jesus re-
allv looked like. I imagine he was strong
and swarthy. Who could bear the cross
to Calvary after the beating Jesus suf-
fried were he not strong?

_ Because the historical record is so lim-

Cordimg o our own needs. In the book,
Jesis CEO. the anthor sees Jesus as an ex-
coutne,

dsalesperson, a hippie, a fire-

brand radical. a black man. a blue-eved
blond and cvery other wav imaginable.

A surprise fo us mav be that we can
see Jesus i the Iines of persons in need.
“What vou do o the least, vou do 1o me,”

Jesus sard Ina word. Jesus is in the least

{ing essays in
theology

By FAT.H;ZR RICHARD P. MCBRIEN

10 blame” for the divisions in the church
created by the East-West Schism and the
Protestant Reformation (Decree on Ecu-
menism, 0. 3).

The council also acknowledged that
the church is “at once holy and always in
need of purification” (Dogmatic Consti-
tution on the Church, n. 8), but without
offering any specific examples.

The pope included in his apology and
the intercessory prayers that followed ref-
erences to “the divisions between Chris-
tians,” “the use of violence that some
have resorted to in the service of truth,”
and “the acts of dissidence and of hos-
tility sometimes taken towards followers
of other religions.” He also mentioned
“violations of the right to life,” “indif-
ference towards the poverty of many
countries,” “the behavior of those who

in the course of history have caused
{Jews] to suffer,” and “attitudes of rejec-
tion and exclusion” toward women.
Those inclined to view the apology as
a bottle half empty rather than half full,
fault it for its lack of specificity. They ask
why the apology did not mention the
Crusades by name and the terrible sins
they perpetrated against Muslims, Jews
and Orthodox Christians, or the sins of
torture and execution which the Inquisi-
tion perpetrated against creative
thinkers, reformers, Jews and Muslims.
Why did the pope not apologize ex-
plicitly for the missionaries’ forced con-
versions of native peoples in Latin Amer-
ica and Africa, and for the contempt they
displayed toward their indigenous cul-
tures? And why no mention of the Holo-
caust and of the silence of Pope Pius XII?
In the pope’s defense, one must recall
that many of his closest advisers, includ-
ing some cardinals, were strongly op-
posed to public apologies of any kind.

The church is “without spot or wrin--

kle...holy and without blemish” (Eph
5:27), they argued. How can it admit sin?

The pope and the Vatican Congrega-
tion for the Doctrine of the Faith have
tried to address the principal concern by
distinguishing between the church “as
such” and its “sons and daughters.”

Do others see Jesus in us?

By FATHER ALBERT SHAMON

of his children.

People are all around us. So many are
like persons lost at sea without an inflat-
ed raft. Some are floating. Others are be-
ginning to sink. Where are the rescue
teams?

Believe it or not, you and I are meant

. to be God’s rescue team. Multitudes of
people need to be rescued. Families are
ed, we e o tendeney w see Jesus ac-

coming apart. Teenagers are losing
themselves in drugs and suicides. Other
have no real job. Many of them have chil-
dren who will be going without the ne-
cessities of life. Many of these children
will turn to crime. Do we see Jesus in
them? Sure, go to church. One of the rea-

. sons whyv we go 1o church is to sensitize
. ourselves so that we can see Jesus in oth-
,ers,

A few years ago the New York Fire De-
partment had a great parade. One fea-
ture was three buses loaded with people
from all walks of life, the high and the
low. The signs on these buses read: “All
of these people were saved by our firé”
department from burning buildings.”
Wouldn't it be wonderful if we, on judg-
ment Day, could point out countless peo-
ple 1o God, and be able to say, “All these
we saved from hell by our word, assis-
tance, and example.”?

Finally, we see Jesus in those who are
his disciples. You have heard it said that
“You are the only Bible some people will
ever read.” We could also say, “You are
the only Jesus some people will ever
meet.” We are the keyhole through
which other folk see God.

“One of the bitterest mements of my
life,” said a missionary, “was when an
earnest young Buddhist boy said to me,
‘l want to believe in Christ, but [ have
never seen him in those who profess
him. How can I believe in someone
whom I have not seen?”

A premed student at the University of
California, Berkeley, became a Christian
after a long journey through doubts and
questions. What had tipped the scales
were the actions of a Catholic classmate.

Feo0k: tiftie away from: 5
help him catch up. When he discavered.

Their argument is that sin can only be
imputed to individual members of the

{ church. The church itself is beyond

moral indictment because it is a mystery,

' the Body of Christ and the Temple of the

Holy Spirit.

For many, this is a distinction without
a difference. The sins, after all, were not
committed by renegade Catholics acting
entirely on their own. The Crusades, for
example, were papally organized and
sponsored, and so was the Inquisition.

Another line of defense is that the sins
in question were contrary to the teach-
ings of the church. Had church members
followed those teachings, the sins would
not have been committed in the first
place.

credulity. The Inquisition and various
manifestations of anti-Semitism were, un-
fortunately, rooted in contemporary
church teachings, however erroneous
(and embarrassing) they are regarded by
today’s doctrinal standards.

On balance, however, the papal apol-
ogy was an exceedingly positive devel-
opment, one that the church “as such”
can effectively build upon.

Father McBrien is a professor of theology
at the University of Notre Dame.

The premed student had been very ill
with the flu and, as a result, had missed
10 days of school. “Without any fanfare

or complaints,” his Catholic classifiate N

collected all his class as§ggnmen‘ arn
Sowitstid

why he had done this, he asked to go t@..:

church with him and ended up Catholic.

Can others see Jesus in us?
[ X X ]

Father Shamon is administrator of SL.

lsaac Jogues Chapel, Fleming.

Daily Readings

Monday, April 10
Daniel 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62
or 13:41-62; john 8:1-11
Tuesday, April 11
Numbers 21:4-9; John 8:21-30.
Wednesday, April 12
Daniel 3:14-20, 91-92, 95; -
John 8:31-42
Thursday, April 13
Genesis 17:3-9; John 8:51-59
Friday, April 14
Jeremiah 20:10-13; John 10:31-42
Saturday, April 15
Ezekiel 37 21-28; john 11:45-56

This, too, requires a long stretch of
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0oking for
Quality Printing?
Call us for...

Brochures &
Newsletters

Through a special arrangement
“between Wayuga Press and the
Catholic Courier Graphic's Depart-
ment, you can now get quality,
affordable typesetting and printing.
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Give us a call for your next job!
COURIER GRAPHICS * 710-328-4340

WAruGA PRESS « 315-754-6229

HART

MONUMENT
COMPANY

Since 1856

Monuments, Markers
and Cemetery Lettering

2301 Dewey Avenue
(OPPOSITE HOLY SEPULCHRE CEMETERY)

(716) 865-6746

Euchanstlc Adoration

Each Thursday * 12 noon - 8:30 p.m.
Holy Hours 7:30 - 8:30
Closing with Benediction

MERCYGROVE
Rt 5 off Rt. 19 * LeRoy, NY
716-768-7110

MARRION
MONUMENTS

476 State St.
(Comer Jay)

546-4450
M/F 9-5, Sat. 10-2
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