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Letters Policy

The Catholic Courier wishes to
provide space for readers throughout

the diocese to express opinions on-

all sides of the issues. We welcome
original, signed letters about current
issues affecting church life.

Although we cannot publish every
letter we receive, we seek, insofar as
possible, to provide a balanced rep-
resentation of expressed opinions
and a variety of reflections on life in
the church. We will choose letters for
publication based on likely reader in-
terest, timeliness and a sense of fair
play. Our discerning readers may de-
termine whether to agree or disagree
with the letter writers’ opinions.  °

Letters must not exceed 500
words. Anonymous letters and the
use of pseudonyms are unacceptable.
We reserve the right to edit letters for
legal and other concerns. With re-
spect to errors in submitted text, we
will correct spelling only.

Mail letters to: Catholic Courier,
P.O. Box 24379, Rochester; N.Y.
14624. Please include your full name,

.phone number and complete ad-
_dress for purposes of verification.

SEVENTIES ARE BACK
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Jesus looked beyond the law

To the editors:

I attended the Church of the Resur-
rection in Fairport this past weekend with
my mother and father-in-law. That visit
has prompted this letter. The priest there
preached that a good Lenten practice
might be to not leave the church directly
after Communion. I agree with this ad-
vice. For me, the final blessing brings clo-
sure to the Mass. [ even find myself hum-
ming the closing song throughout the rest
of my Sunday and even Monday.

However, I reflected for some time on
why there are those “early leavers.” I
thought of the Gospel we recently heard
on the Sabbath and the “Letter of the
Law.” Jesus taught that there are excep-
tions to the rules. An exception for leav-
ing early might be a fidgety child or a
physical challenge that makes “normal”
timeframes and activities more difficult.
Surely, the priest could not have meant
those parishioners? Perhaps another rea-
son for leaving is the large number of

people that were forced to stand! My in-
laws told me it is a regular practice at that
church. How sad! Couldn’t everyone be

-seated if we sat next to people as though

they were neighbors instead of strangers?
Perhaps that is a Lenten practice the
priest might have mentioned!

... The letter of the law probably would
dictate that we all participate in the full-
ness and beauty of a Mass in its entirety.
But then again, Jesus taught there was
more to it than those “letters of the law.”
Maybe the Lenten gift should be from
those of us who have trouble with others’
timing. Maybe those of us who are an-
noyed should use it for a point of personal
growth. I reflected on this and I made up
my mind. For my Lenten gift, it will be
my practice to thank God that those “ear-
Iy leavers” and “late arrivals” simply had
the wherewithal to walk through the
Church’s front door! ‘

Nadine D. Andres
Ideson Road, Honeoye Falls

Pray for Iraqi victims during Lent

To the editors:

I have just completed and mailed our
federal income tax return for 1999. I note
that Lent begins next week. In the mail
earlier this week I received information
about the trial of the Plowshares 4, sched-
uled to begin March 20.

I have read reports of the hideous dev-
astation to Iraqi women and children re-
sulting from the embargo against their
country as well as from the bombing with
devices made with depleted uranium.
The deformities, birth defects, and
bizarre cancers afflicting children are too
terrible to describe.

Our country plays a leadership role in
both embargo and bombing. I have writ-
ten several times in protest to the Presi-
dent, Secretary of State, our two Senators,
and my Congressional Representative.
The bombing and embargo continue.

Some portion of our tax dollar goes to
support this depraved business. The

Plowshares 4, having made a simple but
heroic gesture of protest by hammering
and pouring blood on Warthog bomber
planes used against Iraq, now face our
American justice system and the possi-
bility of imprisonment.

Does any of this make sense?

1 appeal to your readership, as we com-
mence once again our Lenten observance
of prayer, fasting, and sharing with the
poor, to think of those Iragi women and
children, who are essentially no different
from women and children in our Diocese
of Rochester. May we direct some of our
spiritual energies, the fruit of our Lenten
works, to the benefit of these Holy Inno-
cents. And may we be inspired to stand
up in protest and help bring to an end the
atrocities committed in our name by our
country.

Brendan J. Curtin
Spaulding Street
Elmira
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Jubilee offers chance to reach reconciliation

To the editors:

Throughout history we have been so
preoccupied with our opinions and with
what we want that we tend to build up a
wall between God and ourselves. Now it
is time to find a way to tear down that
wall.

Remember when Pope John XXIII
told us his bags were packed. This was
for his immediate journey to heaven.
This is also our journey to make. But
first we need to confirm the reserva-
tions.

This Jubilee year presents us with the

opportunity. We pack our bags by think-
ing about why God created us and why
He planned our salvation. Then we con-
centrate on the Incarnation and the
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass.

Now that we know the why, when and
where about the journey, the trip can be-
gin. Once we are on the road, we can
pray to God for the grace to know how
to reach out for the reconciliation we
have been searching for.

Joseph E, Judge
Crow Hill Drive
Fairport
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