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Pope John Paul II reads his breviary at the Grotto of the Nativity in Bethlehem March 22. The pope prayed
there for 20 minutes, emphasizing his role as pilgrim in the Holy Land.
Continued from previous page
But the squabbles paled next to the
beautiful form the pilgrimage assumed,
as the pope moved from places of the Old
Testament to the New Testament, from
the Old Law of the Ten Commandments
to the New Law of the Beatitudes, and
along the path of suffering and salvation
walked by Jesus, from the manger in Bethlehem to die tomb in Jerusalem.
Although each of his audiences viewed
die pope dirough a different lens, they all
appeared to appreciate that this man was
truly on a religious pilgrimage and
seemed to receive new energy from each
stop. The pope, who knelt for long periods at the holy places, hunched over in
silent prayer, became more fascinating as
die trip went on.
He made connections even where they
were problematic.

In Bethlehem, a Muslim call to prayer
interrupted the papal Mass. The pope
waited patiently — die picture of religious
tolerance — and had his aides point out
that the muezzin's call had been abbreviated out of respect for the pontiff.
Speaking to ecumenical leaders in
Jerusalem, the pope spoke so movingly
that his host, Greek Orthodox Patriarch
Diodoros, added a spontaneous message
thanking die pope "from die bottom of
our hearts" at die end of the ceremony.
At Yad Vashem in Jerusalem, the Holocaust memorial where spiraling smoke
from an eternal flame hauntingly evokes
the deaths of Jews in the extermination
camps, the pope met with Polish survivors. They included one woman who
said that in 1945 the future pontiff had
personally carried her out of a prison
camp and given her food and drink.
The story, which the pope says is "pos-

sible" but which he does
not specifically recall,
was discussed at length
on Israeli TV and
seemed to introduce a
significant new side of
the pontiff to Israeli
Jews.
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Chaplain
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Upon hearing diat Fadier O'Brien had
been passed over, Democrats accused
House GOP leaders of an anti-Catholic
bias. They called for a release of all public records related to the chaplain selection process. But even the reams of paperwork could not swell the mounting
political frenzy.
In the ensuing rancor, many Democrats refused to meet with Rev. Wright
and seemed ready to vote against him
when the issue came to a floor vote.
The vote, which was to have taken
place in February, was postponed and

then ultimately done away with when
Hastert used the speaker's prerogative to
simply appoint a new chaplain.
The speaker of the House has always
had die role of assigning die House chaplain, since 1789 when the position first
began.
But last year, when Rev. Ford, a
Lutheran, announced his retirement,
Hastert chose to open up the selection
process" to a bipartisan committee. The
committee, in turn, spent more than six
months weeding through 38 nominations for the job.
Rep. Earl Pomeroy, D-N.D., co-chairman of the selection committee, said
March 23 on the House floor diat he had
a "deep sense of sorrow and regret that

a process that began so honorably by the
speaker has ended in this fashion."
He also offered a resolution that future chaplains be voted on by the House.
In looking to quickly resolve the chaplain crisis, Hastert had recently turned to
Cardinal Francis E. George of Chicago,
asking for a list of priests who might
qualify for the job.
In a statement, the cardinal said he was
pleased that Father Coughlin had been
chosen as chaplain, saying the priest has
served the archdiocese well and is "one
of our most deeply respected priests."
Father Coughlin, a Chicago native
who was ordained in 1960, has served as
the vicar for priests in Chicago for the
past five years, assisting priests with their

spiritual, professional and personal
needs. Prior to that position, he served
as director of the Cardinal Stritch Retreat House in Mundelein, 111. His varied
career highlights include service with
missionaries in India and faculty work at
North American College in Rome.
The priest's 85-year-old mother is reported to be an usher at Wrigley Field,
the ballpark of the Chicago Cubs.
Immediately after he had been sworn
in, Father Coughlin told a group of reporters that his role as chaplain was not
political, "but to minister to the people."
He also had a quick comeback when
asked if he knew he was walking into a lion's den by telling reporters, "My name
is Daniel."

