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bishop "is "to be vigilant that the faith and 
ecclesiastical discipline are carefully pre
served and to inform the Roman Pontiff 
of abuses if there are any." 

Father Kevin McKenna, Rochester 
diocesan chancellor, said diat only in ex
treme circumstances would an archbishop 
become involved in matters concerning a 
provincial diocese other than his @wn arch
diocese. "There's a limited interfacing," Fa
ther McKenna said. Rather, explained Fa
ther Joseph A. Hart, diocesan vicar 
general, an archbishop's chief role is to "as
semble the other bishops" and lead them 
at meetings. 

The cardinal has been a staunch de
fender of church teachings on such issues 
as abortion rights, gay rights, birth control 
and premarital sex. He has advocated out
reach to AIDS patients, the poor, the de-
velopmentally disabled and other denom
inations. He has been fiercely determined 
not to shut down churches and schools 
within his see, and has consistently pro
moted ecumenism and racial tolerance. 

Cardinal O'Connor hasn't been known 
for subdety during his reign, according to 
Father Hart 

"He doesn't play politics, saying 'This is 
what you want to hear so this is what I'll 
say,'" Father Hart remarked. "He genuine
ly defends the teaching of the church be
cause this is what he believes. He is every 
inch a churchman " 

"He speaks very directly and, I would 
say, very consistently," said Bishop Clark, 
who was consecrated a bishop along with 
Cardinal O'Connor on May 27, 1979, by 
Pope John Paul H. 

The quotable cardinal has admitted 
that, at times, he has probably said too 
much. 

"He's tried to be very open," Father 
Hart said. "After Sunday celebrations he 
would hold a mini press-conference and 
would answer any question on any subject. 
He learned dial's not always the best way." 

To wit, Cardinal O'Connor noted in a 
1997 New York Times article, "I said some 
dumb things. The press could have asked 
me about satellites to Mars, and I would 
have given them an answer." 

But the cardinal doesn't second-guess 
his statements on church teachings. In 
1990, he caused a stir when he said 
Catholics who advocate for abortion rights 
— including politicians Geraldine Ferraro 
and Mario Cuomo — ran the risk of ex
communication. 

Cardinal O'Connor has reportedly also 
been blunt in his conversations with Pope 
John Paul H. 

"(He) knows that I love him and have 
great respect for him. But I'm no good to 
him if I talk ambiguously," Cardinal O'
Connor stated in a May 29, 1998, feature 
article in die National Catholic Reporter. 

And his illness has not lessened the car
dinal's ability to get his opinions across, as 
evidenced by his Jan. 27 "From My View
point" column in Catholic New York. Writ
ing about the annual March for Life in 
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Announcemen ts 

ADOPTIONS " The 'Catholic 
Courier does not publish adop
tion advertising. To obtain a list 
of agencies that serve birth 
mothers and adoptive parents, 
call 716-328-4340. Agencies 
wishing to be included on this 
list may send information to the 
Catholic Courier. 

Merchandise 

SWEETINSPIRATI0M.COM 
Your Catholic store on the 
Internet.CrossQs, crucifix, 
medals, rosary, Celtic, rings. 

Carpeting & Floor Care Home improvement 
JAl CARPET CLEANERS: com
mercial/residential. Free esti
mates, referral program. Church 
discounts. "Have a deanwright 
experience today." 716-243-
5514; pager 716-528-0337. 

CARPENTRY: Handyman ser
vice. Will do odd jobs.No job 
too small. Call Ken 716/247-
8785. 

Masonry 

Cei l ing Repair 

TEXTURED/SWIRLED CEIL
INGS: 9' x 12' ceiling only $59! 
Water damage, drywall, plaster 
repairs. Any size patches or 
repairs. Quality work; reason
able prices. 716/392-5076.' 

MASONRY REPAIRS: All 
types, brick steps, sidewalks, 
basement wall repairs. 
Reasonable. 35 years experi
ence. 716-323-1007. Al 
Meyvis, Sr. 

Mov ing & Haul ing 

Furniture, Trunks, Clocks, 
Sterling and China, linen*. 
W«nt«L complete estate* and 

houKhotdi. Sell tome for ciihot 
1 wil l conduct' a tale for you. 

Marilyn's ShtiiQiis 
71fr647-2480 

Logg ing 

Help Wanted 

Moms & Dads 
WORK FROM HOME 

Raise your own kids, 
earn great money. 

We'll teach you how. 
1(800)431-7130 

LANDOWNERS 
MENDON FORESTRY is 
Western New York's leader 
in low impact logging and 
selective harvesting. We 
are booking for the spring-
summer of 2000. 
Top prices for mature 
Ma

Pp.e.O,k,Ch.rry,A6h, 
Tull 

K-D Moving & 
Storage, Inc. 
Experience in office, 
household moving and 
deliveries. . 

Hie or .Witt. HV rfo Ihrm All! 

4734610/4734357 
23 Arlington S L Rochester N Y 14607 
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Painting & 
Wallcovering 

Help Wanted 

B U R G - M A S T E R PAINT-
ING/PAPERHANGING, tex
tured ceilings, walls, ceilings 
repaired, rugs shampooed. 
Insured, powerwashing. Dan 
Burgmaster, 716/663-0827. 

AL MEYVIS, JR: Basement 
wails repaired/painted. Interior 
painting. All types home 
repairs. "Winter Discount." 
Certified. 392-4435 or 323-
2876. 

OPEN INTERVIEWS! 
Excellent career opportunities and benefit programs! 

Don't miss these opportunities: 
Behavioral Health 
• Chemical Dependency & Mental 

Health Counselors 
• Per Diem Training Specialists 
• Primary & RN Primary Therapists 
• Registered Nurses & Clinical 

Nurse Specialists 

• Supportive & Intensive Case 
Managers 

Long Term Care 
• Registered Nurses 
• Licensed Practical Nurses 
• Certified Nursing Assistants 

Check us out arid see how we compare: 
Tuesday March 28th 8am-noon & 2pm-7pm 

St Mary's Hospital East/West Auditorium 89 Genesee St., Rochester 
You will speak with our department managers and human resource 

representatives. Ckxivenient free parking, Bringyour iftformation with 
you or complete an application when you arrive. Fax; 366-3979 E0E' 
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Plaster Restoration 
Wallpapering Painting 

Free Estimates 
716-482-9243 • 716-703-8245 

Terry & Nina McChlkugh' 
ACoupl&ThatCare . 

Travel 

T R A V E L 
Jubilee Year Pilgrimage to 

"Passion Platf at Oberammergau 
and visits to 

Budapest, Prague, Munich, 
Only four tickets remaining. 

ContacfFr. Frank Lioi, Pastor 
St Anne Church (716) 271-3260 

The bishops and archbishops of New York 
<•' Rg Luke Concanen, OP 

«, 'John Connolly, OP / 
JohnDuBois,SS ' 
John Hughes 
John Cardinal McCloskey 
Michael Augustine Corngan 
John Cardinal Farley 
Patrick Caidmal Hayes 
Francis,CardinalSpellman -

•>" -Terence Cardinal Cooke „ 
• , — - » > •* t •»• 
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1808-1810 
' 18144825 

1826-1842 
1842-1864 (became first archbishop in 1850) 
1864-1885 (became cardinal in 1875) 
1885-1902 
1902-1918 (became cardinal in 1911) 
1919-1938 (became cardinal in 1924) 
1939-1967 (became cardinal in 1946) 
1968-1983 (became cardinal in 1969) 
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Washington, he railed against the increas
ing presence of abortion: 

"What would once have been a night
mare for anyone in public office, to sup 
port or to advance abortion, not only no 
longer needs defense, but any one com
mitted to the 'Pro-Life' Movement can be 
looked upon as 'anti-patriotic,'" the cardi
nal wrote. "So has our culture changed dra
matically in these nearly 30 years (since 
abortion became legalized in the United 
States). Death has become life, life dearJi. 
And it is deadi of which we are speaking, 
although abortion can make it sound life-
giving. Yet we tear an unborn baby to 
pieces, bit by bit or limb by limb." 

Cardinal O'Connor's words and actions 
have reached far and wide. Noting that any 
New York archbishop automatically be
comes "one of the most prominent 
Cauiolic spokespeople in the nation," Bish
op Clark said he's impressed by how Car
dinal O'Connor and his predecessor, Car
dinal Terence Cooke, have "balanced the 
extraordinary complexity of the New York 
Archdiocese and still gave their time and 
energy on the national scene. I just don't 
know how they negotiated all the de
mands. They've served on many commit
tees." 

Father Hart said some of his friends in 
the Diocese of Scranton still remark about 
Cardinal O'Connor's work ethic when he 
was bishop there in 1983 and 1984. 

"He's a ferocious worker," Father Hart 
said. "They were amazed at how, in even a 
small, diocese, he gave 150 percent. He'd 
be up late at night and early in the morn
ing, and diere was always work waiting for 
diem when uiey came in in the morning." 

The personal touch 
Yet Cardinal O'Connor never has been 

so consumed by die pressures of his office 
that he became inaccessible, Father Hart 
observed. 

"He always holds Wednesday afternoon 
open for any priest who wants to .come on 
in and talk to him, without an appoint
ment. They would just wait in line," Father 
Hart said. 

Bishop Clark recalled that Cardinal O'
Connor was attentive to him when he had 
heart trouble in the fall of 1998. 

"While I was laying in Park Ridge Hos
pital, he called and expressed his support. 
Since then, he's been solicitous of my 
health whenever we've talked," he said. 
"Now I'm able to reciprocate." 

Father Hart noted that Cardinal O'
Connor also expressed a great desire to 
take part in the diocesan Synod in 1993. 

"He was attempting to fly in even 
though he could only be here an hour and 
a half or so," said Father Hart, who served 
as Synod director. "We persuaded him 
that it would be foolish. But that's the 
kind of man he is, always putting himself 
out for the sake of doing thehest job pos
sible." 

Father Hart added that had it not been 
for Cardinal O'Connor's own ill health, he 
most certainly would have attended the fu
neral Mass last October for Auxiliary Bish
op Dennis W. Hickey. 

Bishop Moynihan confirmed, from first
hand experience, Uiat Cardinal O'Connor 
indeed maintains dose contact with his 
priests. When he first arrived in New York, 

"Bishop Moynihan — then Father Moyni
han - bumped into the cardinal onUhe 

about him, and even noted the date Bish
op Moynihan had been baptized. 

"I said to myself, 'I'd better make sure I 
know diat date myself,'" Bishop Moynihan 
recalled with a laugh. 

While stationed in New York City, Bish
op Moynihan would often see Cardinal 
O'Connor, who worked five floors away 
from his office. Both the Catholic Near 
East Welfare Association and the arch-
diocesan chancery are located at t o y First 
Ave. W 

"He was always most gracious to me," 
Bishop Moynihan said. "He always was 
genuinely interested in a person." 

Bishop Moynihan recalls that shortly af
ter he received notice of his appointment 
as bishop of Syracuse, Cardinal O'Connor 
asked him, "Well, are you getting used to 
the idea?" and invited him to dinner that 
day. The cardinal also presided at Bishop 
Moynihan's installation on May 29, 1995. 

Bishop Moynihan added that he is not 
sure how big a role Cardinal O'Connor 
played in his appointment as bishop, say
ing they never discussed the matter. "But 
he probably wasn't opposed to it," Bishop 
Moynihan remarked. 

Cardinal O'Connor's personal concern 
reaches far beyond his clergy. For instance, 
he noted his strong support for under
privileged mothers in his Jan. 27 Catholic 
New York column: 

"Since 1984, the Archdiocese of New 
York has offered any woman of any race, 
color, creed, or other diversity the oppor
tunity for free counseling, free medical 
care, free hospitalization, free adoption of 
her baby or assistance in keeping the baby 
should she so desire. All of this on an as 
needed basis. Thousands of babies have 
Uius been born who might odierwise have 
been aborted and diousands of modiers 
are today living in peace of conscience." 

In addition, reporter Arthur Jones not
ed in his May 29, 1998, NCR article that 
Cardinal O'Connor "gives his annual So
cial Security income to a scholarship fund 
for black students, gives $18,000 of his 
Navy pension to charities, keeps $12,000 
and draws noffarchdiocesan salary." 

Bishop Clark said the cardinal's ideals 
have made a vivid impression on him. 

"If I had to choose one significant 
uieme of his personality and ministry, it 
would be his consistency and courage in 
speaking for the vulnerable," Bishop Clark 
said. 

Who's next? 
Regardless of Cardinal O'Connor's 

health, his resignation likely would be ac
cepted soon, Father Hart observed. 

"John Paul II has let people go on (past 
rJieir 75di birthday), but normally the 80lh 
is much more the cutoff," Father Hail said. 
"And I think dial's the sense in New York, 
from the things the cardinal has said and 
the testimonials he has allowed to take 
place." 

Father McKenna also noted that be
cause he is now 80, Cardinal O'Connor au
tomatically has lost his right to participate 
in a conclave to elect a new pope. This pol
icy was begun by Pope Paul VI, Father 
McKenna said. 

Joseph Zwilling, director of communi
cations for the New York Archdiocese, said 
he doesn't know "who or when" a new 

. archbishop will be, appointed. 
"It's in-the hands of Pope John Paul II, 

. andwe will wait to>hear,lZwilling said. 

SWEETINSPIRATI0M.COM

