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i'll:-be rmserable, I was told. “You
won't have anything to do.” “You'll be at
IS0se ends.” “You won'’t like it.”

‘The fopic was my impending retirement
several; ;years.ago. I had been working hard

for more than 40 years, the last 30 of which

as-editor of ‘the Catholic Standard,the
Washington. archdlocesan newspaper. [ en-

joyed thejob, liked and admired the people B
I worked with, hoped I'was doing sore .

good and relished the, challenges. ’

But, Jomed at the hip with- these pluses

were lo

- hours, frequent weekend work,

inevitable hassles.and constant interrup-

tions from subscribers and othérs de-
manding thatl explain: whya story or letter
to the editor had or had not run. Recent
years also had seen-an acceleration of ad-
ministrative duties which, like when 1 had

shingles, I bore herolcally but with minimal .

enthusiasm.

Anyway, 1 decided to retire. After 30

years-even a hardened convict should be-el-
igible for parole,

When the news was announced, every-
one wished me well, although some were
skeptical of my future tranquillity, espe-
cially since I don’t play golf, don’t garden
nor have a basement workshop, and am pa-
thetically inept at any home-repair task.-

Then there was a longtime acquaintance,
a director of an archdiocesan cemetery;
who invited me, “now that you'll have more
time” to stop by and receive a personal tour
of the delights of his cemetery.

The great day arrived. After a spectacu-
larly- generous. farewell party by my ad-
mirable staff — I chose to interpret their ex-

tired.
So how has rememem worked out?

Tt has turned out great, I Look to retire-
ment like a cat to a bowl of créam. I rec-

.ommend it to everyone who asks,and even
_ those who don't. And Thaven't degenerat-

«d into an unshaven bum, at least not yet.
Nor have I accepted. the kind offer of a
ceimetery tour. -

What do I do? lgoforwa“cs Iread. 1
linger over breakfast' did the morning pa-
per. I only take on prq)ects that appeal to
me. On occasion 1 give in to my long-
thwarted fondness for- sleeping late. The
‘main advantage of retirement is that I can
make my own schedule. Within legal and
moral limits I can do what I want when I
want. To paraphrase Rudy Vallee's sugary
signature song, “My Time Is My Time.”

. Isee more of my wife, Anne, the light of
my life who gave me industrial-strength sup-
port throughout my working days. We do
more together now. We eat out more often.
We go to the movies, and there are few plea-
sures to match going to the movies on a
weekday afternoon when the rest of the

world is working. We take occasional short
trips and leisurely vacations.

But along with its delights, retirement
brings hazards. I knew those people were
out there, crouched like panthers in the un-
derbrush, and, sure enough, when word got
out that I was retired, they pounced re-
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cruiters from worthy organizations and
. purveyors of worthy projects, all intent on

sucking me in. I didn't quite need a whip
and a chair to hold them at bay, but I did
learn to follow Nancy Reagan s advice to
young people, “Just say ‘no.’

Of course, one mustn’t be rigid. grate-
fully accepted a kind invitation to write a
column for the paper I edited, I expanded
a’bit my parish volunteer work, I signed on
as a precinct election official, I have be-
come a semi-big shot in the Sierra Club,
and I agreed to help put out the Natmnal
Press Club’s newsletter.

.Do 1 miss the work? No. Do I miss the
daily routine? No. Do I miss the people?
Not really, since we keep in touch. I make
other occasional visits and have what my
wife’s retired English cousin once called “a
good chin wag with my mates,”

Retirement has brought many pleasures,

but-the ultimate pleasure — the one to.
 which I'had long looked forward — was
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more than a year in coming. The necessary
ingredients were a heavy snowfall and.a
Tuesday. You see, Tuesday was and still is
the paper’s deadline day. All photos and all
unfinished and unwritten stories must be
completed, edited, assigned a place and
packaged into a coherent and preferably at-
tractive issue. Absence from work on a
Tuesday, a crowded and hectic day, was nev-
er an option.

I awoke one wintry Tuesday morning,
opened the bedroom drapes and beheld a
snowfall that would have inspired Jack Lon-
don to rhapsodic literary heights. It was
rapidly burying my car and heavy enough
to obscure the house across the street. The
radio reported that traffic was a hopeless
mess and the snow would continue all day.
I closed the drapes, padded back to bed,

_snuggled under the covers and went back to
" sleep. Now that’s living.
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GREAT AMERICAN
MEDICAL SUPPLIES
From our door to yours.

The fastest and easiest way to

get your diabetic supplies.
No Cost Diabetic Supplies*:
Free Shipping and Delivery to Your Door
. No Medicare or Insurance Forms
-No Waiting for a Reimbursement
No Long Pharmacy Lines
Medicare Accepted

If you are currently receiving diabetic supplies from another provider and are dissatisfied
with their service, call us today. We make it easy to switch!

We camry all major brands of Blood Glucose. Momtors, Test Strips, Lancmg Devices, Control Solution,

No Cost Diabenie \umwhc\
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any: the non:s urgi ‘solutlon for impotence,

. Incontinence
R Supplies Available

distribution?

® What are the costs?

Vice President - Investments

Retirmg Or

Changing Jobs?

The largest single sum of money you receive in your
life will probably come frem your pension, profit-
.sharing or 401(k) plan when you leave your company.

® But how should you “accept” — or structure — your

¢ What are your choices and options?
* What are the tax implications?

Salomon Smith Barney can accommodate the transfer
of your distribution into a tax-advantaged account. To
help you structure the tax treatment and investment
program best suited to your needs, we are offering a
free Lump Sum Distribution Analysis. Please call:

Alva R. Royston, Sr. or
(716) 389-2211
SALOMON SMITH BARNEY

Michael E Kehoe
Second Vice President - Investments

Saiomon Smith Bamey does not offer tax or fegal advice.
Please consult your tax/legal advisor for such guidance.

©2000 Salomon Smith Baney Inc, Member SIPC

SEE HOW WE EARN (T

Salomon Smith Barney is a service mark of Salomon Smith Bamey Inc.
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