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An invitation to Easter
I have come to the chapel at the
Pastoral Center on this first day of
spring to write this week's "Along The
Way."
It is good to be here just now. It is
quiet and peaceful and very relaxing. I
welcome that with gratitude. Beautiful
and rich as recent days have been, they
have also been quite full. It's good to
have a moment to absorb it all — to put
j t all together.
Still very much in my grateful awareness is the experience of our Rites of
Election. I wrote last week about the
Rite of Election we celebrated on March
12 at St. Mary Our Mother in
Horseheads for catechumens and candidates from parishes in the Southern
Tier.
Since then, we have celebrated four
others — three at Sacred Heart
Cathedral for parishes in the greater
Rochester area, and one at St. Stephen's
in Geneva for our friends in the Finger
Lakes Region.
One of the aspects I enjoy about the
rite is the moment when I offer an
embrace of welcome to the newly elect.
That embrace is not a prescribed part of
the rite, but I have been doing it for a
number of years.
I am not even sure exactly when, how
or why I started doing it. But I am glad I
did- Why? Because it seems a warm,

human and appropriate way of expressing in gesture our verbal commitment to
hold the elect in our prayers and our
affection as we prepare for the Easter
feast.
Another reason I enjoy the moment
so much is the reminder it provides that
God's good favor is not limited by our
age, size, gender, achievement, status or
ethnic origin. I embrace the tiniest of
children and some huge men; women
who are agile and fit, and those who
need a wheelchair or a three-legged cane
to get around.
It is a great source of joy to me that I
have embraced persons of AfricanAmerican, Korean, Vietnamese and
Hispanic heritages. In short, the
moment seems a constructive one for all
because it reminds us that God's
embrace is very wide indeed, and is
always there for us.
I am very grateful to all on our dioce-

san staff and to all in Geneva, Horseheads and at Sacred Heart Cathedral
who worked so hard to make the Rites
of Election the joyful experiences they
were for all of us.
If any of those communities could
have done a better job or been more
hospitable, I would have a very difficult
time saying how. I thank you all most
sincerely.
Mindful as I am of the strength and
joy the newly elect have brought to my
heart in these early days of Lent, I look
forward all die more to the Easter Vigil.
On that night, our catechumens will
be baptized and our candidates who are
already baptized will be received into full
communion with the Church. It is a special moment in the life of the Church.
For that reason, I'd like you to think
about this possibility: If you have never
celebrated the Easter Vigil with your
parish community, why not think about
doing so this year?
It is usually longer than the other
Easter liturgies, but it has a special beauty and is rich in symbolism. Your participation will allow you to be intimately
involved in the Christian Initiation of
some beautiful people whom you will be
holding in your prayers and affection all
through Lent. Please think about the
possibility.
Peace to you.

No Entrance Fee Required. Call today!

"We Fell in Love with
the Peace of Mind."
T

taking care of a house became
more trouble than it was luorthfor my
xvife and me, so we started looking
into various retirement options and
decided Chapel Oaks was the ideal
place to go. The staff is so attentive to
our every.desire. We recently went to
Grand Cayman and zuhen we
came back, our apartment zvas safe,
secure and immaculately

clean.

Now that's service1."

•John and Betty Fulton
Rochester, New York

he French call it joie de vivre, or love of life.
That ability to approach life joyfully and fully
appreciate all that each day has to offer. Every day,
residents of Chapel Oaks, Rochester's newest and
finest rental retirement community, are finding the
joy of retirement living. Once you've experienced
life at Chapel Oaks, you may find yourself falling
in love with the true joy of living all over again.
I all in love with the tradition of St. Ann's of
A. Greater Rochester, Inc., who for 125 years has
provided senior adults with a truly fulfilling retirement lifestyle. The location of being perfectly situated on 14 beautiful, secluded acres of the St. Ann's
campus a,nd just minutes away from Rochester's
finest shopping, entertainment and cultural activities. The independence to continue an active life style
without routine maintenance and tiresome daily
chores. The value of a rental concept with no
entrance fee, which makes Chapel Oaks Rochester's
most affordable retirement living options. The convenience of exceptional services and amenities, and
the spacious one- and two-bedroom

7

apartment homes. Or, fall in love with the security
and peace of mind that comes from having priority
access to a full continuum of health care services
right on the St. Ann's campus.
I^etirement is your time to seize the day and
J L \ . life to its fullest; to experience your
"joie de vivre." Please call (716) 3 4 2 - 3 0 5 2
for more information about Chapel Oaks
or to arrange your personal tour. Once
you see all that we have to offer, you may
just find yourself falling in love with the
true joy of living all over again!
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CHAPEL
OAKS
Full of Life
1550 Portland Avenue Rochester, NY 14621
(716) 342^3052
An affiliate of St. Ann's of Greater Rochester, Inc.

