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Weapons and words 
In piul-FcbruaiA. however, Peter Man-

ileNon, [he British >ecretarv of stale for 
Xi'iiiu-m hel.md. unilateiallv suspended 

[mvM-i-sliai ing assembly set up under r l . 

t'u C.<»>d Fruits Agreement. That govern-
m<. ut had exi ted lor little mote than two 
iiioutlis As the primary reason for his 
,:.. AS . Mandelson lited the fact that David 
11 imhle. leader of the pro\ ince's primari-
K Piotestant I 'lster Unionist Partv. was 
:i : i .netting to resign from the government 
:H ( atise the IRA had \et to hand over any 
• •! ii>> weapons. 

'It u ,h a p.unful decision, and one which 
I :eii>t;m/e was unpopular amongst many 
:i puhlnans and nationalists," Mandelson 
u 11 >ie in an article published in the Feb. 21 
ivsue ot Newsweek magazine. "But the sad 
tai t is that the decision was inevitable. Be-
i.iiisc ]u-.t as both traditions have suffered 
during the long vears of violence in North
ern Ireland, so too must both traditions 
have confidence m the future." 

In a phone interview from her Virginia 
oltiie. Anne Smith, North American r e p 
lesentative ol the Lister L'nionist Party, the 
laigest pio-British partv in Nor thern Ire
land, said unionists do appreciate the five-
\eai IRA cease-fire. However, unionists feel 
the\ have compromised enough with Irish 
i (.public ,ms < >n such issues as the release of 
imprisoned paramilitaries, and they now 
uant ti > see real evidence of the IRA's intent 
to disarm — namelv. a disposal of weapon-
I V 

She added that her partv also supports 
the disaimamem of paramilitary factions 
thai suppoit union with Britain. 

"As far as we're concerned, a terrorist is 

a terrorist," she said. "And they've got to 
give up their weapons in a democracy." 

But leaders of Sinn Fein, the primarily 
Catholic nationalist political party tied to 
the IRA, cry foul when unionists like Smith 
call for IRA disarmament. Such leaders 
note that the Good Friday Agreement did 
not impose any obligation to disarm before 
a government could be established. Indeed, 
although the IRA has participated in ne
gotiations regarding the decommissioning 
of weapons, it never actually said it would 
disarm. However, Sinn Fein leader Gerry 
Adams also said that the IRA was on the 
verge of a significant move regarding dis
armament j$st before the suspension, but 
that Britain's action rattled republicans' be
lief in unionist and British good will. 

In particular* Sinn Fein believes that the 
unionist call for decommissioning of its 
arms is merely a ploy to forestall any kind 
of power-sharing in Northern Ireland, ac
cording to Rita O'Hare, Sinn Fein's repre
sentative to the United States. In a phone 
interview from New York City, O 'Hare 
sharply criticized the unionists for their 
stance on weapons decommissioning. The 
IRA is an undefeated army, she said, and 
involuntary disarmament is tantamount to 
humiliation and surrender. 

"(Decommissioning) is the perfect 
weapon to stall off democracy and to stall 
off change," she said, adding that union
ists don ' t give enough credit to the IRA 
for its five-year cease-fire. "(The unionists) 
don ' t want to share power. They don ' t 
want to give up what they see as their dom
ination of the six counties." 

Al though Smith maintained the IRA 
has more weapons than any other para
military g roup in Nor the rn Ireland, 
O ' H a r e a rgued that most of the legally 
owned private weapons in the province 
(estimated at about 140,000) are in Protes-
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Announcements 

A D O P T I O N S ' The Cathol ic 
Courier does not publish adop
tion advertising To obtain a list 
of agencies that serve birth 
mothers and adoptive parents. 

call 716-328-4340 Agencies 
wishing to be included on-this 
list may send information to the 
Catholic Courier. 

MERCHANDISE 

Miscellaneous 

Ceiling Repair 

TEXTURED/SWIRLED CEIL
INGS: 9' x 12' ceiling only $59! 
Water damage, drywall, plaster 
repairs. Any size patches or 
repairs. Quality work; reason
able pnees. 716/392-5076. 

Home Improvement 

CARPENTRY: Handyman ser
vice. Will do odd jobs.No job 
too small . Call Ken 716/247-
8785. 

Moving & Hauling 

K-D Moving 8c 
Storage, Inc. 
Experience in oltiie. 
household moving and 
deliveries 

dis m Small Wr tin ttirm Ml! 
473-6610/473-4357 

23 Arlington Si. Rnriiesler NY 1461)7 
NYnOTW657 

Painting & 
Wallcovering 

Furniture, Trunks, Clocks, 
Sterling and China, Linens. 
Wanted: complete estates and 

households. Sell to me for cash or 
I will conduct a sale for you. 

Marilyn's Jfatiques 
716-647-2480 

Logging 

Religious Goods 
i 

SWEETINSPIRATION.COM 
Youii Cathol ic store on the 
Internet Crosses, crucif ix, 
medals,rosary, Celtic, rings. 

EMPLOYMENT 

Help Wanted 

, M o m s & D a d s 

WORK FROM HOME 
Raise your own kids, 
earn great money. 

We' l l t e a c h y o u how. 

1(800)431-7130 

LANDOWNERS 
MENDON FORESTRY is 
Western New York's leader 
in low impact logging and 
selective harvesting. We 
are booking for the spring-
summer of 2000. 

Top prices for mature 
Maple, Oak, Cherry, Ash, 
Tulip. 

Please call Brad Porter 
today for a free and 
informative tour of your 
woodtot. 

71M24-4747 office 
716-657-7304 after 6:30pm 

AL MEYVIS, JR: Basement 
walls repaired/painted. Interior 
painting. All types home 
repairs. "Winter Discount." 
Cert i f ied. 392-4435 or 323-
2876. 

Plaster Restoration 
Wallpapering Painting 

Free Estimates 

716-482-3243- 716-703-8245 

Terry & Nina McCullough 
A Couple That Care 

Travel 

Masonry 

SERVICES 

MASONRY REPAIRS: All 
types, bnck steps, sidewalks, 
basement wal l repairs. 
Reasonable. 35 years experi
ence. 716-323-1007. Al 
Meyvis, Sr. 

TRAVEL 
Jubilee Year Pilgrimage to 

"Passion Play" at Oberammergau 
and visits to 

Budapest, Prague, Munich, 
Only four tickets remaining. 

Contact Fr. Frank Lioi, Pastor 
St. Anne Church (716) 271-3260 

Carpeting 
and Floor Care 

JAI C A R P E T CLEANERS: 
commerc ia l / res ident ia l Free 
es t imates , referral program. 
Church discounts. "Have a 
deanwright experience today." 
716-243-5514; pager 716-528-
0337. 

Call 716-3284340 
to advertise in ike % 
Courier classifieds 

w^mm ~r> 

Rwtan/CNS 

A mural in a nationalist area of Belfast July 5,1999 indicates ongoing hurdles in 
the implementation of the peace plan for Northern Ireland. 

tant hands, and that Catholics have greater 
difficulty getting gun licenses. 

U.S. Rep. Jim Walsh, a Syracuse Re
publican, co-chaired a Congressional del
egation dial accompanied President Bill 
Clinton to Northern Ireland in 1995. At a 
recent forum on the Irish peace process 
held at Hobart and William Smith Col
leges in Geneva, Walsh said the IRA would 
never hand its weapons over to the British 
Army or die Northern Irish police. How
ever, he said the IRA has stated it would 
"put them out of use." 

Smith noted that her unionist party 
would be willing to accept the IRA giving 
up its weapons to a neutral observer who 
could verify the process. 

Niall O'Dowd, founding publisher of 
bodi Irish America magazine and the New 
York City weekly Irish Voice also spoke at 
the Geneva forum Feb. 28. 

"I do think the war in Northern Ireland 
is over," O'Dowd said. He added that while 
he's sure the IRA will never hand over its 
weapons, Sinn Fein has come too far po
litically to ever resort to violence again. 

"What they have found out is that poli
tics works better than violence," he said. 

Hope springs eternal 
One factor that weighs on the minds of 

peace-process observers is the end of Pres
ident Clinton's term next January. Al
though Vice President Al Gore has pub
licly expressed his support of the 
president's efforts for Irish peace, no can
didate, Republican or Democrat, seems 
as enthusiastic about Northern Ireland as 
Clinton has been, noted Dr. Eoin McK-
iernan, a former professor at the State 
University of New York at Geneseo and 
founder of the Irish American Cultural 
Institute. McKiernan said that the peace 
process would be nowhere without the in
volvement of the U.S. government. 

That's a point seconded by most other 
observers, including Eamonn McKee^ 
press officer for the Irish consulate in 
New York City. 

McKee was more optimistic t_han McK
iernan, stating his belief that the U.S. gov
ernment would remain involved in North-

' e rn Ireland no matter who occupies the 
White House next year. He added that the 
current logjam in the Irish peace process 
comes down to two vastly different views 
of what's needed for the process to work. 

"I think the real tragedy in all this is 
everybody has a sincerely held position," 
he said in a phone interview. 

Sinri Fein's leaders note that the IRA 
isn't interested in surrendering its 
weapons so long as British troops patrol 
the region, McKee said, and will not dis
arm while there are no governmental in
stitutions to guarantee die civil rights of 
Catholics. Meanwhile, many unionists 
don't want to form a new government 
with their nationalist counterparts while 
the IRA remains armed, he said. O n the 
surface, at least, it appears to be a Catch-
22 situation, McKee said, but he noted 

that he held out hope for creative negoti
ation. 

"I don't believe in conundrums," he 
told the Catholic Courier. "I believe 
where there's a will, Uiere's a way. I think 
what one wants to see is people moving 
off their defense of static positions and 
moving into engagement." 

On St. Patrick's Day, March 17, repre
sentatives of Nordiern Ireland's various 
political parties along with Irish and 
British leaders will meet with President 
Clinton at the White House as the United 
States tries once again to break a logjam 
in Northern Irish politics. Although the 
obstacles presented by the decommis
sioning issue seem insurmountable, 
Smith said that meeting on neutral terri
tory gives Nord iem Ireland's contentious 
parties some breathing space to work out 
their differences. Meanwhile, McKee said 
he is ever-hopeful that die peace process 
will get back on track. 

"The Good Friday agreement was sup
ported by the vast majority of the peo
ple," he said. "It was an act of self-deter-
minadon by the island, and I don't think 
anybody has a right to walk away from it." 

One woman who won't walk away from 
the implications of the agreement is Judy 
Sochia, a Spencerport resident who heads 
up the Irish Children's Program of 
Rochester. The program brings Catholic 
and Protestant children from die North
ern Ireland capital of Belfast to live with 
Rochester-area families each summer. 
Sochia said that the non-political, ecu
menical program is designed to sow die 
seeds of peaceful coexistence among Irish 
children whose communities have mis
trusted each other for centuries. 

Even Uiough sectarian violence has de
clined dramatically in Northern Ireland 
in the last five years, she said her contacts 
in Northern Ireland want the children's 
program to continue because peace is so 
new to their homeland. 

"(The northern Irish) feel Uiat die chil
dren over there really need to be taught 
to work out dieir differences widiout vio
lence," she said. "We hope that, one child 
at a time, we're affecting the way they 
think." 

For that matter, there's no question 
Irish people in general want the Good Fri
day Agreement to work, according to Fa-
dier David Reid, CSSR, former pastor of 
Ss. Peter and Paul Church in Rochester. 
Currendy serving as a pastor of a Massa
chusetts parish, Father Reid was slated to 
lead a parish mission at St. Pius die Tenth 
Church, Chili, from March 11-16. 

"All the arguments belong to the past, 
not to the future," the Irish priest said in 
a phone interview, noting diat southern 
Ireland's economy is booming and that 
young Irish people, north and south, want 
to integrate with the rest of Europe. 
There's no nostalgia for old conflicts in 
Ireland today, he added. 

"Who wants to be stuck back there in the 
mud?" he asked. 

SWEETINSPIRATION.COM

