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"PARENTING

By Kathleen Schwar
Assistant Editor

" The diocesan Department of Evange-
lization and Catechesis has published two
booklets for families to use for Family Pil-

grimage 2000. Both are intended to guide

families through a Jubilee Year pilgrim-
age from Lent through Oct. 15, the-
diocesan family pilgrimage day at the .
New York State Chiropractic College in
Seneca Falls. :

“The whole family-pilgrimage piece is
predicated on the idea this is an oppor-
tunity to build the family of the home, the

family of the parish, the family of the dio- |

cese and the family of the church of the
world,” said Maribeth Mancini, depart-
ment director. “In trying to find ways to
build the family of the church, first we
start with our own families.”

The first booklet, “Come Follow Me,”
contains ideas for family projects; the sec-
ond, “Diocesan Family Pilgrimage: Parish
Resource Booklet,” offers ideas for parish-
€s.

Among the ideas offered for families
to use at home:
Building community

* Family heirlooms — What are they?

What do they mean to you? What is spe-
cial to your children?. They could be your
father’s tools passed down to you, or your
family’s recipes. Tell stories about them.

* Signs of faith ~ Does your home dis-
play a crucifix, statue or other artwork?
Talk about these and why they are im-
portant to you. '

¢ Memories — What are your happiest
or saddest memories? When have you -
most felt like a family?

Prayer and worship .

¢ Family meals — Make them-a priority
during Lent. Designate a different family-
member to be prayer leader at each din-
ner.

¢ Godparents — Remember them with
a card or by inviting them to dinner dur-
ing Easter season: Begin a meal by re-
membering them in prayer,

Family witness and service

* Garage sale — Plan a neighborhood
sale and donate the proceeds to charity.
Simplify your family members’ lives by
contributing to the sale.

* New tradition — Start one by begin-
ning a “random act of kindness day” in
the neighborhood. Children might pick a
bouquet for someone; older children
might mow a lawn or take out the
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garbage.
Among ideas for parishes are the fol-
lowing: - : .
Building the parish community
¢ Church tour — Ask longtime members
to conduct a tour of the church and offer
a history of the parish. End with prayer
and a sharing dinner. . ‘
¢ International dinner — Ask people to
bring dishes that represents their ethnic
background to pass at a parish supper.
Have people share information about
their roots.
* Wall hanging — Make a parish wall
hanging with symbols of families and
their interests; create a collage of people's
family pictures.
Witness and service y

* Plant a parish flower or vegetable gar-
den, to share the fruits with people in
need.

® Speakers — Ask a social-ministry com-
mittee member to speak to a group of par-
ents, families and young people about
parish programs in which they might take

art.
P The booklets also offer ideas for prayer
and ritual, and blessing of families and

Diocese offers Family Pilgrimage 2000 guides

households.

“This was a tremendous project with a
lot of people involved,” Mancini said. The
booklets were compiled with the help of
staff members of several area parishes
headed by Gail Brooks, Christian forma-
tion coordinator at St. Catherinc of Siena
Parish, Mendon.

“The idea for a family pilgrimage came
out of a family networking group that
gathers in Monroe County on a regular
basis,” Mancini said. “It has grown
tremendously.” -

Booklets may be purchased for $1 each
plus shipping from‘the E&C Deparunent,
or copied from originals sent to parishes.
More information is available from Sylvia
Mancuso at the diocesan Pastoral Office,
(716) 328-3228 or 1-800-388-7177, ext.
295, or by c-mail at smancuso@dor.org.

In addition to these publications, the
Vocation Awareness Office will publish
“Treasures in Our Midst,” a guide to holy
sites in the diocese and neighboring dio-
ceses. The booklets, which will be geared
to families, will be distributed to parishes
shortly after Easter. )
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Celtic Faire offers family fun
Children play in a “moonwalk” bouncing tent March 11 at the Celtic Family
Faire in the ballroom of Rochester's Four Points Sheraton Hotel. Held in

conjunction with the city’'s St. Patrick's Day parade, the faire featured
games, face painting and exhibits sponsored by local athletic teams.

Kurt Brownell

SUNDAY, MARCH 26, 7:15 PM.
“The Gospel of Life”
Pope John Paul II’s Encyclical Letter
MONDAY, MARCH 27, 7:15 PM.
Abortion and the Culture of Death

THE MAGISTERIAL TEACHINGS OF JOHN PAUL 1I

“America,Defend Life”

-Pope John Paul Il

Hear the pro-life and moral teachings of Pope John Paul 1I pre-
sented by nationally known lecturer, EWTN speaker, and author
Fr. Richard Hogan, Associate National Director of Priests for Life,
the organization warmly endorsed by Mother Teresa of Calcutta.
Hear authentic, orthodox and passionate preaching and teaching
on abortion, “the culture of death” and Catholic morality. Fr.
Hogan will be the March 25/26 week-end homilist at the 5:30 p.m.
(Sat.), 8:30 a.m., 10:00 a.m. and Noon masses at St. Mark's
Church. He will be speaking on the following topics at the times
Fr. Richard Hogan noted at St. Mark’s.

TUESDAY, MARCH 28, 10.00 AM.
Jubilee of the Year 2000
TUESDAY, MARCH 28, 7:15 PM.
“The Splendor of the Truth”
Pope John Paul II's Encyclical Letter

Sto Mal'k,s Ch\.ll'Ch * 54 Kuhn Road, Greece #225-3710

JOSEPH
KILIMNICK, MD
announces
opening of
Pediatric
Practice

444 White Sprucee Southview Commons
ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

424-6500
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