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Apology 
Continued from page 1 
gi a\aied ecumenical divisions, increased 
discrimination against minority and eth­
nic groups, "humiliated and marginal­
ized" women, and shown contempt for lo­
cal cultures and religious traditions. 

The pope called for "genuine brother­
hood" between Christians and Jews, 
telling Jewish people that "we are deeply 
saddened b\ the behavior of those who in 
the course of historv have caused these 
children of vours to suffer." 

At the conclusion of the apology litur-
gv the pope embraced and kissed the cru-
111 ix and. in a final blessing, declared that 
"ne\er again" should such sins be com­
mitted. Thousands of people attended the 
service, packing the basilica and watching 
on giant-screen TV in the square outside. 

Commentators inside and outside the 
church hailed the event as a historic step, 
and the pope was described by one Italian 
newspaper as a "voice in the wilderness" 
tor his willingness to publicly ask forgive­
ness. 

Jewish leaders also praised the pope, 
but some said he should have been more 
specific about the Holocaust. In Israel, 
where the pope was to visit later in the 
month. Chief Rabbi Israel Meir Lau wel­
comed the pope's words but said the 
church needs to apologize for Pope Pius 
XI Is actions during World War 11. Many 
Jews think the wartime pope did not 
speak out strongly enough against Nazi 
persecution of Jews. 

In New York, the Anti-Defamation 
League of B'nai B'rith said that in failing 
to specifically mention the Holocaust, the 
pope had "missed a historic opportunity 
to bring closure" to Christ ian responsi-
bihts for sins against Jews. 

In the United States, local bishops took 
their cue from the pope and conducted 
Lenten services with public apologies for 
i lunch actions against Jews, women, na-
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tive peoples and other groups: 
• In a Lenten message, Los Angeles 

Cardinal Roger M. Mahony asked for­
giveness for any of his own actions or 
those of the archdiocese and its Catholics 
that have offended or hurt others. He 
made specific apologies to Jews, Muslims, 
women, ethnic and cultural minorities, 
organized labor, victims of clergy sex 
abuse, divorced and remarried Catholics 
and women religious. To gay and lesbian 
Catholics he apologized for "when the 
church has appeared to be nonsupport-
ive of their struggles." 

• Boston Cardinal Bernard F. Law led 
a prayer service March 12 asking forgive­
ness for the faults of local Catholics 
throughout history, specifically regarding 
slavery, racism, anti-Semitism, sex abuse 
by priests and the treatment of women. 

• Bishop John S. Cummins of Oakland, 
Calif., invited survivors of clergy sexual 
abuse to a March 25 service of apology 
and reconciliation. 

• Bishopjoseph L. Imesch ofJoliet, 111., 
presided over an atonement service, apol­
ogizing for the sins of church leaders. 
Those attending were asked to express 
their own forgiveness by writing down 
names or situations of sin involving the 
church; the forms were then ritually 
burned, symbolizing atonement. 

Similar services were held in Norwich, 
Conn., and Santa Fe, N.M., and other dio­
ceses. 

In Australia, bishops asked forgiveness 
for their failures in dealing with such is­
sues as church unity, care for aborigines 
and sex abuse. Swiss bishops acknowl­
edged that Catholics did too little to pre­
vent persecution of Jews by Nazis. 

Vatican officials emphasized that the 
church's apology was not a political but a 
religious act, addressed First of all to God. 
On March 7, they presented a 19,000-
word document titled "Memory and Rec­
onciliation: The Church and the Faults of 
the Past," which examined several diffi­
cult theological questions and tried to 
eliminate some misperceptions about the 
apology movement. 

The church's "mea culpa" cannot be 
seen as a form of "self-flagellation" per­
formed in public for the benefit of oth­
ers, said French Cardinal Roger 
Etchegaray, president of the Vatican's ju­
bilee committee. 

Cardinal Ratzinger, head of the Inter­
national Theological Commission, which 
prepared the document, said the church 
was not setting itself up as a tribunal to 
judge the actions of past Christians. The 
aim was to "know ourselves and open our­
selves to the purification of memories 
and to our true renewal," he said. 

The document said the church was holy 
and cannot sin, but that its members have 
sinned through the ages. Acknowledging 
these faults can foster renewal and rec­
onciliation in the present, it said. 

The document rejected any notion of 
collective guilt by Christians, however, 
saying fhat would be as unfair as blaming 
all Jews for Christ's death. 

"Sin is ... always personal, even though 
it wounds the entire church," it said. 

The church officials also said that the 
pope's unprecedented gesture of confess­
ing past sins could set a precedent — to­
day's Christians and church leaders can 
also expect to have their actions closely 
judged. 

Debbie Hili/CNS 

Flying high 
A municipal worker hangs the 
Vatican flag over a street in 
Jerusalem as the city prepares 
for the visit of Pope John Paul II. 
The pope starts his weeklong 
pilgrimage to the Holy Land 
March 20 in Jordan. 

"What will the men and women of to­
morrow think of us?" asked Dominican 
Father Georges Cottier, the pope's per­
sonal theologian. 

"We are no better than the men and 
women of the past It is with modesty and 
'fear and trembling' that we must judge 
their acts," he said. 

Pope sets date for Drexel canonization 
VATICAN CITY (CNS) - Pope John 

Paul II fixed an October date to canonize 
Blessed Katharine Drexel, the U.S. heiress 
who dedicated her life to defending and 
educating African-Americans and Native 
Americans. 

During a March 10 meeting with cardi­
nals and bishops who reside near the Vat­
ican, the pope said he would declare 
Blessed Katharine a saint during an Oct. 
1 Mass at St. Peter's Basilica. 

The meeting, in which the prelates vot­
ed to proceed with the declaration of 
sainthood, marked the last procedural re­

quirement before the canonization cere­
mony. 

The final approval in Blessed 
Katharine's cause was one of nearly 150 
decided at the March 10 meeting. 

Among the others were 120 martyrs 
killed in China, including six bishops and 
25 priests. Like Blessed Drexel, they were 
to be canonized Oct. 1 at the Vatican, 
along with a Spanish nun who died in 
1912. 

Greeting pilgrims from the Philadel­
phia Archdiocese led by Cardinal Antho­
ny J. Bevilacqua March 11, die pope said 

he commended them to Blessed 
Katharine, "whom I will shortly have the 
honor of canonizing." 

The cause of Blessed Faustina Kowals-
ka, a Polish nun who inspired the Divine 
Mercy devotion, also received final ap­
proval. Her canonization ceremony at St. 
Peter's Basilica was set for April 30, Mer­
cy Sunday. 

Final approval was also given for the 
sainthood causes of 25 Mexican martyrs 
and a Mexican priest and nun. They were 
to be declared saints during a Vatican 
Mass May 21, die jubilee day for Mexico. 
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For Groups or Individuals 
• Peaceful, scenic 134 acres on Niagara River 
•Groups of 5-100 welcome 
• Overnight accommodations for up to 85 
• Dining Services available 

CENTER OF RENEWAL, INC. 
4421 Lower River Road 

Stella Niagara, NY 14144 

(716) 754-7376 k 
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Lunch Specials 
SAUERBRATEN 
Sliced roasted, mannated. choice beef served 
with potato sale and red cabbage $8.95 

KNOCKWTJkST 
Spicy Cerman sausage served with 
sauerkraut and potato salad $6.95 

HUNGARIAN GOULASH 
Braised Pork and beef in a tasty brown sauce served 
over egg noodles $6.95 
Lunches served with soup or salad 

Dinner Specials 
WIENER SCHNITZEL 
Lightly breaded sauteed choice veal $16.95 
ROULEDEN 
Choice rolled beef stuffed with bacon, pickles. 
and onions $15.95 
SAUERBRATEN 
Choice beef slowly roasted in its own 
natural juices $15.95 
Dinners are served with red cabbage, 
potato pancake and German salad. 

KMRHSflBi 
Creekside Plaza 

831 Fetener Rd., Corner Maiden Lane 

225-2500 
Lunch: Tues.- Fri. • Dinner Mon. - Sat 
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Through a special arrangement 
between Wayuga Press and the 
Catholic Courier Graphic's Depart­
ment, you can now get quality, 
affordable typesetting and printing. 

Give us a call for your next job! 
COURIER GRAPHICS* 716-328-4340 

WAYUGA PRESS- 315-754-6229 
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2301 Dewey Avenue 
(OPPOSITE HOLY SEPULCHRE CEMETERY) 

(716) 865-6746 
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