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Reagan admunistration, have used the uni-
versity incident o score political points.
The incident came on top of another in-
adent in January when the U.S. House of
Representatives’ Republican leadership by-
passed a bipartisan committee’s recom-
mendation that a Catholic priest be named
~House chaplain, and chose a Presbyterian
~ minister instead. The selection process led
1o charges of anti-Catholicism against the
House's Republican leadership. Leaders
have denied the charges, although at least
one representative admitted some dis-
comtort with having a Catholic clergyman
as his chaplain. No Catholic has ever
served as House chaplain.
Keves — who is both African-American

of support. Keyes also spoke at Bob jones,
but, unlike Bush, directly challenged the
school's racism and religious prejudice.

“Itis for us, as Christian people, to reject
religious bigotry, to reject racial bigotry ...”
he told the Bob Jones audience Feb. 14.
He added that he was proud to be a
Catholic Christian.

At Fisher, Keyes also said the mistake
Bush made was not to realize that a presi-
dential candidate must appeal to all the cit-
izenry, and should publicly condemn any
form of racism or religious intolerance.

Bob Jones officials, however, pointed
out in a press statement that Keyes also
spoke at the university during the 1996
campaign and never criticized the school.
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porters tried to use the controversy to their
advantage in the Michigan primary when
they called Catholic voters and urged them
to support McCain against Bush. McCain
campaign officials at first denied, then ad-
mitted orchestrating the phone campaign.

As late as March 2, McCain and Bush
were still sparring over the issue publicly,
with Bush complaining that McCain has
tried to smear him as “anti-Catholic” and
with McCain saying he simply pointed out
the facts. Bush supporters have also at-
tacked McCain’s integrity on the issue,
pointing out that McCain’s operative in
South Carolina, U.S. Rep. Lindsey Gra-
ham, has received an honorary degree
from Bob Jones.

Bush _ whose brother and sister-in-law
are both Catholic _ has publicly apologized
for not speaking out against racism and an-
ti-Catholicism at Bob Jones, both in a let-
ter to Cardinal John O’Connor, archbish-

that anti-Gatholic bigotry is destructive, in-
tolerant nonsense,” He added that
Kennedy's 1960 election meant a truce of
tolerance had been declared in the coun-
try, and that “religion would no longer be
injected into presidemial campaigns in ug-
ly and divisive ways.”

“Forty years later,” Bush wx‘pte "that
truce has been broken.”

Big deal?

A truce may have been broken, but is
there really a war about to be fought again?
Not according to several observers of reli-
gion and politics, who say the Bob Jones fi-

former surgeon general under President
Bill Clinton, and James Hormel, ambas-
sador to Luxembourg. Elders attacked the
Catholic Church as a “celibate, male-dom-
inated” institution that opposes abertion,
and Hormel refused to explain why he
“laughed approvingly” at an anti-Catholic
performance troupe during the 1996 Gay
Pride Parade in San Francisco.

“But now the same gang that gave us Jo-
celyn Elders and James Hormel say they've
discovered anti-Catholicism because of the
Bob Jones fiasco,” the league stated in a
March 1 press release. “They must.-all be
wearing deep boots these days.”

Beyond the headlines, the current con-
troversy over anti-Catholicism points out
just how much both parties value the
Catholic vote, according to Robert P. Lock-
wood, former editor of the national
Catholic paper Our Sunday Visitor, and ed-
itor of The Last Bastion of Bigotry: Anti-

in allegiance to both parties. Indeed,
Catholics played a crucial role as swing
voters in both the Reagan and Clinton elec-
tions, according to a number of surveys.

Republicans, in particular, Lockwood
said, think they can grab Catholic voters
this year with their pro-life stands and their
support for publicly funded schoel vouch-
ers for non-public school parents. He
added that most Democrats no longer
cater directly to Catholics, and show their
disregard for Catholic voters by support-
ing legalized abortion and opposing
school vouchers.

Interestingly, though, while politicianis
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That’s a view echoed by the Catholic
League for Religious and Civil nghts
based in New York City. The lay o
tion — which is not affiliated with the offi-
cial church — accepted Bush’s apology and

be unaware that their allies sometimes
“still harbor unconscious or consciously
held anti-Catholic sentiments,” a fact fiigh-
lighted by the Bob Jones incident.
Despite the divisiveness spawned by
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