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St Pat's parade projects 
limelight on parishioner 
By Kathleen Schwar 
Assistant Editor 

E\erv year. Patricia Kelly Crowley 
marches in Rochester 's festive St. 
Patrick's Dav Parade in step with the rest 
o( the parade committee. At the end of 
the long route, she has a marshal escort 
her back to her dance group, the Shan-
nonside Ceili Dancers, behind her hus-
baml's float (James Crowley Plumbing & 
Heating). T h e n she marches the route 
again. 

This vear, however, she will be g r a n d 
marshal of the March 11 parade . She will 
lead the 2.000 participants, and then sit 
in the reviewing stands to watch the en
ure paiade of some 150 units. More than 
.">(),000 people are expected to line the 
mute to watch the parade. 

Ciowlev ancfother honorees in the pa
iade "represent the best the Irish-Ameri
can communi ty has to offer Grea te r 
Roc bester." according to Tom Fitzpatrick, 
pai adc chairman. 

Ciowlev, indeed, is h o n o r e d . " I 'm 
pioud of niv Irish culture and heritage, 
but have never considered mvself better 
than others."" she said. "I was deeply 
pleased and happv that this honor was be
stowed upon me. I've worked for manv 
viars on the parade , but I always feel 
iheie is somebody perhaps more worthy 
than imself." 

Ciowlev and her husband Jim have 
been involved in the parade since its be
ginning 23 vears ago. 

Crowlev makes sure that the p a r a d e 
da\ gets off to a good start by helping to 
plan the Mass that precedes it. This year's 

Mass will be celebrated at 9 a.m. in St. 
Mary's Church downtown. Bishop 
Matthew H. Clark will preside. 

"It's a wonderful way to start the day," 
Crowley said. 

To her, another one of the parade day's 
best features is die Celtic Family Fair for 
families. Added to the festivities last year, 
it will take place at the Four Points Sher
aton hotel. Not only does it entertain chil
dren and parents on parade day, "it stress
es the impor tance of family and be ing 
together," she said. 

Family, music, church and all things 
Irish are important to the Crowleys, mar
ried since 1958. They ' re the parents of 
four children and have Five grandchildren 
— and Crowley expects the whole family 
to take part in the parade as usual. H e r 
three daughters were married at St. Anne 
Church in Rochester, just as she and her 
husband were. So were her parents, Marie 
and the late Lawrence Kelly, in 1933. 

"1 am a lifelong member of St. Anne's ," 
said Crowley, who has been president of 
the parish's Rosary Society and active in 
Scouting. 

"They are very unassuming in what 
they do and don ' t look for recognition," 
St. Anne 's pastor, Father Frank Lioi, not
ed of the Crowleys. "They don' t seek the 
limelight. It's probably a bit of a contra
diction that she 'd be g rand marshal." 

For the past 15 years Patricia has been 
a eucharist ic minister, taking Commu
nion to residents in The Hurlbut nursing 
home. She goes with a friend when they 
have t ime to spend at the home. 

"I try being a good listener," she said. 
"Many limes people stop and jus t want to 
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Above, Pat Crowley tries to make 15-month-old Thomas Ratajewicz smile on 
March 3 after giving him three shots. A registered nurse, she has worked at 
Westfall Park Pediatrics for seven years. Below, she checks 6-year-old Mussey 
Telia's hearing. 

talk to me. I feel their needs to commu
nicate are important too. Many don ' t have 
visitors frequently." 

Crowley enjoys the litde ones as much 
as she does the elderly. A registered 
nurse, she returned to pediatrics after her 
own children were grown. 

"I always had this deep desire to work, 
so I went back into pediatrics. I absolute
ly love my work," she said. She prepares 
children for routine physicals, sick visits 
and triages phone calls. 

Crowley stays healthy by dancing with 
the Shannons ide Ceili dance r s every 
Monday night. The group gets 20 o r so of 
its 30 members together to perform in 
nursing homes, adult homes and at com
munity events year-round. 

"At this t ime of year we get very busy 
because of the upcoming St. Patrick's 
Day," she said. 

T h e g roup has members ranging from 
their early 20s to their 70s, she said. They 
dance from about 7:30 to 9 p .m. every 
Monday, "and all of the sudden the t ime 
has gone by." 

T h e g r o u p welcomes new m e m b e r s , 
she added. T h e benefits include a "great 
form of aerobics" and friendships that de
velop. 

To Crowley, that's what life's all about 

— friends and family, caring for others . 
As for he r upcoming reign as parade 

g r a n d marshal , she seems a bit uncom
fortable. T j n not a person who likes to 
be in the limelight," she said. 

"I have eliminated 

WHAT from my 
vocabulary. 

Sequel Tympanette hearing 
aids have enabled me to 
comfortably perform my job 
as a musician and teacher. 
I now hear the orchestra with 
complete balance. Music and 
conversation have now been 
restored to the comfort zone." 
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