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God tests an old man's faith

7

Abraham, wftose^ name means
"father of a multihtde/~was one©):"
the most important figures of the
Old Test^inent 0 e ^became a father tc* tw&rsans while he, was-a"
very old man. His son Isaac became th^fatrW
of l & p b ^ e 12
tribes *-ofvi ancient Israel '•were
named after the sons of Jacob, in
(he Book of Genesis, God told him,
"Iwiljbtnafceof yott aj^at'natkgp.^
I wiU maintain my covenantj Wth
yot^tliBtwJhoutihea^es/'^ > 1 *
* WhertGod Was preparing to d e - .
stroyifte villageof Sodom, wliere
Abraham's nephew Lot lived/
Abraham pleaded with him nottb
destroy itlfevein 10 righteous peo^
pie could be found in it. The hardest test o£Ahrahaatf$ faith came
when'God told Mm to sacrifice
Isaac. Abraham obeyed, and Sod
provided another sacrifice so that
Isaac would live.
' v

BY JOE SARNICOLA

"A
"Yes, Lord, I am here."
"I wont you take your son Isaac and
bring him to the mountain. Then I want
vou to build an altar and offer him as a
sacrifice to me."
"Isaac? My son? But he is the son you
promised I would have with Sarah, even
though we were both very old. My son,
my son."
.?
Abraham loaded up his donkeys for
the journey, and he brought along two of
his servants and the wood that would be
used for the sacrificial fire. Isaac rode on
a donkey next to his father.
"What does God want you to do, father?" asked Isaac. "I am excited that
vou are letting me come along with you.
Will I hear the voice of God, too?"
Trying not to let Isaac see the tears in
his eves, Abraham answered, "God
--wants us to pray on the mountain."
When the mountain came into view,
Abraham instructed his servants to set
up camp, while he and Isaac went ahead.
- Isaac carried the wood, and Abraham
carried a torch, a length of rope and the
knife for the sacrifice.
"Where is the sheep for the sacrifice,
father'"
^ "God will provide one for us, son."
Abraham built an altar with stones that
he found and placed the wood on top of
it. He then took the rope, tied Isaac up
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with it, and set the boy on the altar. Abraham raised the knife up over his head.
Then a voice that was so loud the
mountain shook ordered, "Stop!"
Abraham dropped the knife.
"Abraham, my servant," said the
Lord. "Because you did not even hold
back your son, I will bless you with descendants as abundant as the stars of the
sky and the sand of the sea. And each of

iiiS*

them will be blessed. There is no need to •
harm the boy. Set him free."
Abraham immediately heard the
.bleating of a wild ram whose horns were
caught in a bush. He quickly untied Isaac
and offered the ram that God had provided instead.
Abraham put his arms around Isaac
and said, "God knew from the start you
would not come to any harm. He was
only testing an old man's faith. From
now on we will call this place Yahwehyireh, because God provided a sacrifice.
We can go home now."
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-but h e eventually vm$ ihvijed Jto~.
^tafcfif pari*in the ^peit"cpitin^"'p£ \
- Constantinople in 3 6 | andlhewas

Q&A
1. What did God ask Abraham to do?
2. Why did God bless Abraham's descendants?

later Banted ' jjl doctor ,oi£dieC
.xftwrclu We honor hinsn^Kfafelr
:faT*-

Kids' Club

Now, the Catholic Courier offers an easy way to
order at a discounted price. L'Osservatore Romano
is the official publication of the Vatican printed
each week in English. By subscribing today, you'll
save $42 off the regular price and you'll enjoy a
full year of exclusive reports about the Holy
Father and Jubilee 2000 events, like the
Pope's planned visit to the Holy Land.
Receive L'Osservatore Romano weekly for $ 109/yr.
This'special offer is for readers of the Catholic
(jmner and is only valid for orders placed before
4/28/00. So order today. Make your check
payable to the Cathedral Foundation and we'll
start your subscription right away.
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nvtha beca^ebisKop of Jerusalem/
, and Ardiblshop Acadus over reJi*
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You can win a $50 savings bond by writing an
essay (100 or fewer words) answering this question:
What are some of the ways we can show we have
faith in God, even when we don't understand why
God wants us to do something?
Send your essay — including name, home address, telephone number, school and
grade - to Catholic Courier, P.O. Box 24379, Rochester, N.Y. 14624. Deadline
for entries is March 16, 2000. The winner will be notified by phone and receive
the savings bond by mail. In addition, the winner's essay will be published in an
upcoming issue of Kids' Chronicle.
Last month's winner was Dylan Crilly, a sixth-grader at Sacred Heart School. In
response to the question, Why is it so important for us to have faith when we ask
Jesus for something we need? he wrote:
It is important for us to have faith when we ask for something we need. I think
it is important because we might need someone to get better, or to help us to follow God's words. We need Jesus' help for us to do good in school. You need to
have faith in Jesus first so you can believe he will answer your prayer.
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