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God tests an old man's faith 
BY JOE SARNICOLA 

"A 
"Yes, Lord, I am here." 
"I wont you take your son Isaac and 

bring him to the mountain. Then I want 
vou to build an altar and offer him as a 
sacrifice to me." 

"Isaac? My son? But he is the son you 
promised I would have with Sarah, even 
though we were both very old. My son, 
my son." .? 

Abraham loaded up his donkeys for 
the journey, and he brought along two of 
his servants and the wood that would be 
used for the sacrificial fire. Isaac rode on 
a donkey next to his father. 

"What does God want you to do, fa
ther?" asked Isaac. "I am excited that 
vou are letting me come along with you. 
Will I hear the voice of God, too?" 

Trying not to let Isaac see the tears in 
his eves, Abraham answered, "God 

--wants us to pray on the mountain." 
When the mountain came into view, 

Abraham instructed his servants to set 
up camp, while he and Isaac went ahead. 

- Isaac carried the wood, and Abraham 
carried a torch, a length of rope and the 
knife for the sacrifice. 

"Where is the sheep for the sacrifice, 
father'" 

^ "God will provide one for us, son." 
Abraham built an altar with stones that 
he found and placed the wood on top of 
it. He then took the rope, tied Isaac up 

with it, and set the boy on the altar. Abra
ham raised the knife up over his head. 

Then a voice that was so loud the 
mountain shook ordered, "Stop!" 

Abraham dropped the knife. 
"Abraham, my servant," said the 

Lord. "Because you did not even hold 
back your son, I will bless you with de
scendants as abundant as the stars of the 
sky and the sand of the sea. And each of 
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Puzzle 
From the list below, circle the seven sacraments, 

l. baptism 2. Advent 3. confirmation 

4. beatitudes 5. Eucharist 6. reconciliation 

7. cardinal virtues 8. faith 9. marriage 

10. holy orders 11. anointing the sick 12. prayer 

Answers on page 9 
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them will be blessed. There is no need to • 
harm the boy. Set him free." 

Abraham immediately heard the 
.bleating of a wild ram whose horns were 
caught in a bush. He quickly untied Isaac 
and offered the ram that God had pro
vided instead. 

Abraham put his arms around Isaac 
and said, "God knew from the start you 
would not come to any harm. He was 
only testing an old man's faith. From 
now on we will call this place Yahweh-
yireh, because God provided a sacrifice. 
We can go home now." 

READ MORE ABOUT IT: 
Genesis 22 

Q&A 
1. What did God ask Abraham to do? 
2. Why did God bless Abraham's descen

dants? 
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c way to 
elebrate 

the Grea t Jub i l ee 
than by o r d e r i n g a 
subscr ip t ion to the 

Pope's own newspaper, 
L'Osservatore Romano. 

Name 

Now, the Catholic Courier offers an easy way to 
order at a discounted price. L'Osservatore Romano 

is the official publication of the Vatican printed 
each week in English. By subscribing today, you'll 

save $42 off the regular price and you'll enjoy a 
full year of exclusive reports about the Holy 

Father and Jubilee 2000 events, like the 
Pope's planned visit to the Holy Land. 

Receive L'Osservatore Romano weekly for $ 109/yr. 
This'special offer is for readers of the Catholic 

(jmner and is only valid for orders placed before 
4/28/00. So order today. Make your check 

payable to the Cathedral Foundation and we'll 
start your subscription right away. 

Check enclosed 

Address. 

City: _ 

St: 

Visa 

Card No.: _ 

Exp. date:. 

Signature: 

MasterCard . Discover 

L'OSSERVATORE ROMANO 
I t ' s h e r e I t ' s t i m e 
Send this order to: Cathedral Foundation. 

P.O. Box 777, Baltimore, MD 21203 
Voice (410) 547-5324 E-mail: pmedinger@catholicreview.org 

Kids' Club 
You can win a $50 savings bond by writing an 

essay (100 or fewer words) answering this question: 
What are some of the ways we can show we have 
faith in God, even when we don't understand why 
God wants us to do something? 

Send your essay — including name, home address, telephone number, school and 
grade - to Catholic Courier, P.O. Box 24379, Rochester, N.Y. 14624. Deadline 
for entries is March 16, 2000. The winner will be notified by phone and receive 
the savings bond by mail. In addition, the winner's essay will be published in an 
upcoming issue of Kids' Chronicle. 

Last month's winner was Dylan Crilly, a sixth-grader at Sacred Heart School. In 
response to the question, Why is it so important for us to have faith when we ask 
Jesus for something we need? he wrote: 

It is important for us to have faith when we ask for something we need. I think 
it is important because we might need someone to get better, or to help us to fol
low God's words. We need Jesus' help for us to do good in school. You need to 
have faith in Jesus first so you can believe he will answer your prayer. 
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