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to speak in Brighton By Mike Latona
Staff Writer
Plans'are underway for a new hospice
care facility to open in the convent building at St. Joseph's Church in Wayland.
The facility, located at 310 Second Ave.,
is due, to open in die fall, said Cris Share
Wensel, who serves on the Vincent House
board of directors. The convent building
has been vacant since 1997, when the last
of the Sisters of St. Joseph who had
resided there moved out It had been used
for parish meetings since then.
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Wensel said that a home for the dyings
staffed by professionals and volunteers, is
important because many people vrtw are
terminally ill do not have family in the
area or who can adequately care for them.
"This allows a person to have the feeling of dying at home," Wensel said.
Vincent House will provide hospice
care for two people at a time,'each, with a
prognosis of three months OF less to live.
Wensel said that Vincent House would become the first of its kind in the area.
Whereas the Elmira-based Southern Tier
Hospice provides home hospice care in
Steuben County, there are currently no
designated buildings in the county where
patients may live and receive hospice care.
The two-story convent is about 75 years
old and was built to accommodate six to
eight nuns at a time, Wensel said. Odier
parts of die building will be used as
overnight rooms for clients' family members, a reception area for visitors, and
storage space for parish-owned items.
Wensel said that she hopes Vincent
House will obtain a signed lease within
the next month from Father Stephen
Kraus, pastor of Holy Family Catholic
Community. St. Joseph's Church is a
member parish of die cluster.
Father Kraus said he is enthused about
die project. "I think it's just a wonderful
idea — to provide an atmosphere of family, caring and peace," he commented.
The facility is named Vincent House in
recognition of the S t Vincent de Paul Society at S t Joseph's Church. In the summer of 1998, members of that group originated die idea to convert die convent into
a home for die dying.
Wensel said that except for some paint-
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ing and minor renovations to the furnace
and roof, "The house is in wonderful
shape. It's lovely on the inside."
' Wensel said that $6,500 has been raised
toward die board of directors' fundraising goal of $70,000. The funds will cover
renovation, as well as salaries of staff
members once Vincent House opens.
Churches, service organizations, private
donors and government agencies are the
chief projected fundraising sources.
"Our biggest single challenge will be to
raise die monies that are needed," Father
Kraus said.
Father Kraus also noted that the home
for die dying will also need about 70 volunteers once it opens. "Volunteering
would be a wonderful witness to people's
Christianity," he remarked.
This effort is not limited to die Catholic
community, Wensel emphasized. She said
that Vincent House will accept clients and
volunteers of all denominations in
Steuben and surrounding counties.
Wensel added.that Vincent House will
work in conjunction with Southern Tier
Hospice to coordinate referrals.

Wensel acknowledged that some members of die St. Joseph's community have
been slow to accept the idea of using a former convent for hospice care. However,
she said tiiat most parishioners view Vincent House as a truly Christian effort
"Caring for die dying is die work of Jesus," she said.
Wensel noted that anybody wishing to
inquire about volunteer opportunities can
call her at 607/776-8085. She added diat
speakers are also available to give mfor
mative talks to groups about Vincent
House. Speakers can be scheduled by contacting her.
Wensel, who serves as parish and com
munity development coordinator for
Catholic Charities of the Southern Tier
in Badi, said that as other church buildings in her coverage area become vacant,
she will advocate for them, also, to be
used for such social service purposes as
homes for the dying, free clinics or homeless shelters.
EDITORS' NOTE: Donations may be
sent to Vincent House, PO Box 566, Way
land, NY 14572.
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All you need to know about getting in paper
Comments, suggestions, or questions?
Here's how to contact the Catholic Courier.
Call 716/3284340 or use our toll-free
number outside the Rochester area: 1800/600-3628. Send us e-mail at cathcour@frontiernet.net Submit your letters to die editor and calendar events on
line at www.catholiccourier.com. Or
write us: Catholic Courier • P.O. Box
24379 • Rochester, NY 14624-0379.
• If your have story ideas, or news from
your parish, send diem to the Assistant
Editor.
* If you have a calendar listing, address
it to die Calendar Editor. The calendar is
a free weekly listing o f parish events:
fundraisers, speakers, devotional and social activities. AH listings are printed as
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space permits, but we ask that an organization submit no more than three
events per week.
• If you want to sound off for any reason, send a letter to the editor. The
Catholic Courier wishes to provide space
for readers diroughout die diocese to express opinions on all sides of the issues.
We welcome original, signed letters
about current issues affecting church life.
Although we cannot publish every letter
we receive, we seek, insofar as possible,
to provide a balanced representation of
expressed opinions and a variety of re-

flections on life in die church. We will
choose letters for publication based on
likely reader interest, timeliness and a
sense of fair play, and reserve die right to
edit diem for legal and other concerns
Letters are limited to 500 words. With
respect to errors in submitted text, we
will correct spelling only. Please include
your full name, phone number and complete address for purposes of verification.
• If you have questions about Courier
delivery, or are a parish staff member
and need to update your parish mailing
list, or would like to promote the Courier
at your parish, contact the Circulation
Manager.
• If you would like to purchase an ad,
contact the Advertising Department.

*** ^ B p r c W ^ ou^r .saircelbr, the
, oWerent cash items that the Christ-,
^T^^f^cc^rsaMJudyTaylor,v
mmmxamtixm
manager for dioce*
^ai^aihohclCawridp, -AndWs Hawls
. Stoimaipii^ what die people whohave
[
been helped would do if they didn't
haw diishelp.lt surely brings a litde

^
^

: * •

* ¥ ^ V V * ' t o w » Rocheiter on Feb 19 The award-winners included
> l g g B l ^ l ) e a r i f l r Goods, a retired nurse who volunteers for the Meab
Hjoripf ^ o u Wheeb Program and at Dunitn House, an outreach nun, the KatfeV^Jffory for t h e t a m e t e a that u affiliated with Corpus Chruti
for i n a r c h ' *" Church, RbchesterfJUarie Keaal, also a volunteer at Dmutn
House;8istoB«thlxVau«7,8q,recen^
• theetitaimtAl orgaoiation'Greater Rochester Community
mmiUrfK*&
Strmugtm, RSM. 84, « h ?

t^^^iegnlatHms

Vf f

.>.t.r

" j JT^"foUowing i^ejgidatrioris for fast
i'and^ibsuiience duriir^ient are based
onlhet9|3tJ»a>oTGanonUw: *

^
"•«-, * v # * % « ' - wotker op uieuUnd, to distribute
i ^ ^ S ^ T " V * , * sfcsir William A JohnsonJr, presented his annual "Un

v

•AshWednesday(March8)andall
Fridays of1 ^ are dayiof abstinence
from meatforall Catholics 14 and
mMeSfe0etdXf'3M
Good Friday
' " |%*dngj Fasdngmeans only Jone full W t f ap& two>mallei
figl:m«^:AU individuals 59,mclu-*
offaSong^
L
*ieneour„dur>

