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among several parent volunteers at Bristol Mountain with Brighton’s Siena Catholic Academy Ski Club on Feb. 11.

Parent-volunteers crucial, schools say

B’v' Rob Cullivan
Staff Writer

It vou want vour favorite Catholic school-
weachers to sleep well at night, do one thing
—olunteer to help out around the schools
at which they teach.

Thev need vour help, noted Pattv Cost,
mother of two children at Seton Catholic,
a pre-K-6 school located at Our Lady of
Lourdes Parish in Brighton. On Feb. 9,
Cost was helping sixthgraders like her son,
Gus, sew winter hats after school o be sold
to benetit Flower City Habitat for Human-
itv. The organization builds housing for
low-income people. Cost didn't mince
words when describing the scenario she
envisioned if parents didn't help teachers
with such projects.

"1 can just imagime what a nightmare it
would be. so T came in.” she said. “If the
kids want to do an exciting project. thev
need more adules.”

Sixth-grade teacher Pat Bertuccl could-
nagree mote about the need for parent
olunteers.,

"I would never aempt to sew with 43
~ods s project with 100 hats without
sarentad support.” Bertucd said.

Not to menton the fact that it gives kids
ike (s @ chance to be with thelr parents
naschool seting. He summed up that
peant with these words:

“It's good because vou kind of know her
mwore than some other people.” he said of

 his mother.

Not onhy s it comforting that a child like
Gus retains aspecal affection for his moth-
erait's also comforting to the parent-volun-
1eers that they build bonds with their off-
spring. according to Mary Muggleton. She
has two children at Seton, Stephen Strauss,
in sixth grade. and Matthew Strauss, in first
grade, and offers her help as a volunteer.

“It’s a good way to see what's going on in
the school and check in with your child,”
Muggleton said. “It's fun to work with all
the kids to see how they're doing and help
them along.”

Catholic schools simply couldn’t run
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Tony DeVeto, 6, skates back and forth
between the legs of his mom, Arleen
DeVeto, at a rollerskating party at
Henrietta’s Good Shepherd School on
Feb. 10,

without parent volunteers like Cost and
Muggleton, according to Timothy W.
Dwver, the Diocese of Rochester’s super-
intendent of schools.

“One of the special parts of our schools
is that we expect a strong partnership with
parents not only in the academic progress
of their kids, but also in the life of the
school,” he said.

He added that financially pressed
Catholic schools need the volunteer labor
parents often provide.

“They do a lot of the things that other-
wise we would have-to pay for,” he said,
pointing out, for example, that public
school teachers have to pay lunchroom su-
pervisors whereas Catholic schools rely on
volunteers.

“That's one of the things that helps to
keep the cost of tuition down,” he added.

That point was seconded in the autumn
1999 newsletter of St. Margaret Mary's
School of Irondequoit, pre-K-6. Parents as-
sist teachers in classes, raise funds, and built
two new playgrounds, wrote Bonnie Den-
niger and Mary Beth Place, cochairs of the
home-school association.

Another active volunteer is Sue Passero-
Colombo, whose daughter, Deanna, 8, at-
tends St. Ambrose School, also in Ironde-

tion

Sl TR 5
Patty Cost, a parent-volunteer, helps
sixth-graders line up material on a
sewing machine Feb. 8 at Brighton’s
Seton Catholic School. The class was
making fleece hats to sell to raise
money for Habitat for Humanity.

quoit, and whose son, Brandon, 13, attends
Siena Catholic Academy, which houses
grades seven and eight and is at St. Thomas
More Parish, Brighton. Passero-Colombo
serves on the Monroe County Catholic
School Board and on the St. Ambrose
School Advisory Committee. She also or-
ganizes ski club trips for Siena students.
“It’s fun to get to know the kids,” she

said. “It think it’s important for kids to be -

used to having their parents around. I give
them their space, but I just like to know
what they're doing.”

She added that Catholic schools are de-
pendent on parent volunteers for practical
reasons. .

“It's important to keep some of our bud-
get items down,” she said.

On that note, Rita McCarthy, a parent
volunteer at Good Shepherd School in
Henrietta, pointed out that it takes a lot of
donated labor to run the pre-K-6 institu-

“They need everything from helping out
in the lunchroom to stuffing envelopes,”
she said. Her daughter Allison is in sixth
grade, and her son Jack is in preschool.

In addition to listening to students read
books out loud and monitoring the lunch-
room, McCarthy oversees the school’s
roller-skating parties that are held three
times a year, including the most recent one
on Feb. 11. She said her mother, Kathleen
Dean, was a volunteer at Guardian Angels

School in Henrietta when she was going -
there as a child and the example made an .

impression.

“You get that big fuzzy feeling seeing her
in the building,” McCarthy said of her
mother. “I want Allison to have that feeling,
wo.” .

Andrea Dixon/Staff photographer
Sue Bader, left, and Thea Thompson put pigtails in 13-year-old Sarah Bader’s hair before she goes skiing. The women were
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