Jesus does good works on the Sabbath

BY JOE SARNICOLA

It was the Sabbath day. Jesus and his
disciples were making a path through a
field of grain that was almost ready for
the harvest. There were areas where the
grain had spread across the path, so the
disciples were picking the wheat. There
were other people walking on the path,
and some of them were Pharisees.

Now the Pharisees did not like Jesus’
ways. They wanted people to think that
they were the holiest people in Israel.
They spent most of their time studying
the laws of Moses and the other Scrip-
tures. To them the law was the greatest of
God's creations. They were very critical
ot anvone they felt was breaking one of
the laws Especially Jesus. The law said
that man was to do no work on the Sab-
bath day, and that meant the disciples of
Jesus should not be picking grain.

The Pharisees said to Jesus, “Look,
why are you doing what is unlawful on
the Sabbath?”

Jesus replied, “Do you not remember
the storv told by Samuel about David
and the high priest?” Jesus watched the
eves of the Pharisees open wide as they
wondered what Jesus was going to say.
Jesus continued.

“When David and his men were hun-
gTy, they went into the house of God. The
onlv food there was the bread that had
been blessed, and only the priests were
permutted by law to eat it. Yet David and
his men ate of the bread, with the bless-
ing of the high oriest The Sabbath was
made for man, not man for the Sabbath.”

The Pharisees grumbled among them-
selves, but they did not know how to an-
swer Jesus. So they followed him on his
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way to the synagogue. A man with a
crippled hand was outside the syna-
gogue. Jesus called the man over to him.
Again the Pharisees grumbled. “Surely,
he would not help this man on the Sab-
bath.”

Jesus, knowing their hearts, said to the
Pharisees, “Is it lawful to do good on the
Sabbath, rather than to do evil? Tosave a
life, rather than destroy it?” Jesus turned
to the crippled man and said, “Hold out
your hand.”The man’s hand was imme-
diately healed. And the Pharisees went
away grumbling.

READ MORE ABOUT IT:

Mark 2

1. On what day did today’s story take
place ?

2. What men did not like what Jesus
was doing?
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