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i ‘v\/’e must get to Jesus,” said one of
the men. He looked at the three
other men who were helping him to car-
rv their paral»zed friend on a cot sup-
ported bv sticks. "We must get to Jesus.”
“] see him'” said one of the other men.
“But how will we ever get to him? There
are so many people, we will not be able
to squeeze through them.”

The men were determined. They had
heard about lesus and how he healed
people Their triend had been paralyzed
ror many vears. ['riests, doctors and

rerds all said he would never walk
a;,am It was impossible. But the men be-
Lieved in fesus He had healed others, he
would heal their fnend.

“Thavea plan,” said the first man. “We
will coraround the crowd from behind.”

And o thev did. Theyv had walked a
iong wav. Thev would walk a a little
more There was a shelter over Jesus’
head to protect lim from the hot after-
neon sun

The men »et their friend down on the
sround. Two of them climbed the back of
the shelter until thev were on the roof.
The other men tied ropes to the cot and
another around their friend to prevent
hum trom falling out. They tossed the
free ends of the ropes up to the men on
the roof.

“Pull him up,” they called. Slowly
and carefully, up went the man on the
cot, totally trusting in the grip of his
friends and the power of Jesus to heal
him. When the cot was on the roof, the
two men there ripped up the boards of
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the roof until there was enough room to
lower the cot.

“Jesus!” called one of the men through
the opening. “Please heal our friend.”
And the paralyzed man was lowered
down to Jesus.

“What do you want from me?” Jesus
asked him.

“] want to walk again,” the man said.

“Young man, your sins are forgiven,”

Jesus said. Jesus grasped the paralyzed
man’s hand. “Now stand and walk.”

{llustration by Linda Jeanne Ruvevs

Jesus helped the man up and he

walked around. He picked up the mat
and showed it to everyone. Then he
jumped and danced. On the roof and be-
hind the shelter, the man’s friends shout-
ed praises to God, who had heard their
prayer. The people were amazed.

READ MORE ABOUT IT:
Mark 2

Q&A

1. Why were the men going to see Jesus?
2. What did Jesus say to the paralyzed
man?

Puzzle

The Gospel of Mark contains many stories of healings, miracles
and important events. On the blanks, write the number -
_ of the chapter in which the stories appear.
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1. The first disciples
2. A man’s hand is healed
3. Jesus calms a storm
4. Jesus feeds 5,000 people
5. A blind man is healed
6. Jesus is transﬁgured
7. Judas betrays Jesus -
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Kids’ Club | |

You can win a $50 savings bond by writing an essay (100
or fewer words) answering this question:
Why is it so important for us to have faith, when we ask [ §
Jesus for something we need? H K
Send your essay - including name, home address, telephone number, school and {
grade — to Catholic Courier, P.O. Box 24379, Rochester, N.Y. 14624. Deadline for i
entries is Feb. 17, 2000. The winner will be notified by phone and receive the sav- |
ings bond by mail. In addition, the winner’s essay will be published in an upcom- 1
ing issue of Kids’ Chronicle. - |
Last month’s winner was David DiPonzio, a third-grader at Holy Cross School,
Rochester. In response to the question, What will you be doing in the year 2000 to
show that you want to follow God’s commandments? David wrote: In the year
2000, I want to try to be a better person. In church, I'm going to listen more close-
ly to the readings. At home, I'in going to be more obedient to what my parents tell

me to do. My sister and I promised each other that we wlll n'y not to argue as fouch
as we do.
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8. Jesus rises from the dead

Answers on page 9.
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