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Discipleship didn’t require a resume

Third Sunday of the Year (Jan. 23):
(R3) Mark 1:14-20. (R1) Jonah 3:1-5,10.
(R2) 1 Corinthians 7:29-31.

Someone compiled a list of “intention- -

ally ambiguous job recommendations.”
Here are some of the recommendations,
together with their meaning,
Recommendation: You simply won't
believe this woman's credentials. (Mean-
ing: She faked most of them.)
Recommendation: You'll never catch

him asleep on the job. (Meaning: He's too”

crafty to get caught.)

Recommendation: 1 recommend this
person with no qualifications whatsoev-
er. (Meaning: He has no qualifications.)

Recommendation: He was always ask-
ing if there was anything he could do.
(Meaning: We always wondered that too.)

Recommendation: You'll be very fortu-
nate to get this person to work for you.
(Meaning: We couldn’t get him to work
for us.)

I’s interesting to see howjesus recruit-
ed his disciples.

One day as Jesus was walking along the
shores of the Sea of Galilee, he saw Siimon
and his brother Andrew fishing. Jesus
called out to them, “Come after me; I will
make you fishers of men.” (Jesus loved
puns: Fishermen will become fishers of
men.) At once they left their nets and fol-
lowed Jesus. A little farther up the beach,
Jesus saw Zebedee's sons, James and John,
in a boat mending their nets. He sum-
moned them too. And immediately they
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left their father and wént with Jesus.
Interesting method of recruiting, isn't
it? No help-wanted ads. No employment
agency. He sees them working and simply
says, “Hey, I want you!” And they follow.

No papers to fill out, no resumes to check.

He calls and they follow.

Notice that Jesus called his 12 Aposties
while they were doing their ordinary, dai-
ly work. They weren’t worshiping in the
Temple, nor praying. They were just do-
ing their everyday tasks when Jesus called
them.

Someone said that jesus chose working
people rather than the well-trained reli-
gious leaders of that day because it is “cas-
ier to learn than it is to unlearn.” One
must have a teachable spirit in order to
learn. One must be open to the truth in
order to receive the truth. Truth and
teachability go hand in hand. That is why
some companies prefer younger workers.
It is easier to lcarn than it is to unlcarn.

So the first reason Jesus called these

fishermen to be his disciples is that they
were (eachable. This does not mean that
all the truth was imparted to the disciples
at one time.

However, they were wnllmg to go the
first step. They had doubts, questions and
sometimes stubborn spirits; but they were
willing to crawl before they walked. Jesus
spent at least two years training them;
and, through the powcr of the Holy Spir-
it, he continued teaching the disciples un-
til they faced their own death.

A further point is we need to be deci-
sive just as the disciples were decisive. Je-
sus saw Simon and Andrew and said to
them, “Come after me.” Immediately they
left their nets and followed him.

Procrastination has often been called
the thief of time and the graveyard of op-
portunity. Simon and Andrew, chal-
lenged with a great opportunity, re-
sponded immediatcly.

Once Ann Landers told about a dilem-
ma faced by a young man: “Dear Ann, I
have got to decide between a new car and
getting engaged. [ really love this won-
derful young lady. But every night when I
go to sleep, I dream about the car.”

When we hear an invitation from-
Christ, we olten find two conflicting in-
ner voices. One is telling us to look before
you lcap and the other is urging us to trust
and go ahead. We can’t have it both ways.
We must respond to one voicc or the oth-
cr. We can't waver between two opinions.

The disciples were teachable; they were

dccisive,

Finally, the dlsmples were per. sonj of
character. They weren't perfect. Bul Jesus
knew he could trust them. He saw some-
thing in these men that made him know
that he could depend on them.

At times the disciples disappointed Je-
sus; yet he knew that these men were
courageous and dependable, not alraid to
live as followers of Christ. So he called
them — and calls all others who are teach-
able, decisive and trustworthy.
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Father Shamon is administrator of SL. Isaac

Jogues Chapel, Fleming.

Daily Readings

Monday, January 24
2 Samucl 5:1-7, 10; Mark 3:22-30
Tuesday, January 25
Acts 22:3-16 or Acts 9:1-22;
Mark 16:15-18
Wednesday, January 26
2 Timothy 1:1-8 or Titus 1:1-5;
Mark 4:1-20
Thursday, January 27
2 Samucl 7:18-19, 24-29;
Mark 4:21-25
Friday, January 28
2 Samucl 11:14, 5-10, 13-17,
Mark 4:26-34
Saturday, January 29
2 Samuecl 12:1-7, 10-17;
Mark 4:3541

In our cummum(y. the Image (‘uun uf thc World, we greatly appreciate the
value of memories. Pictures capture special moments, family events, and
once-in-a-lifetime happenings. Our life, as with a picture, becomes a memory to family
and friends. When you consider how you would like to be remembered and
memorialized, think of us, we are the CRAWFORD FUNERAE HOME,

where helping families share memorigs has been our focus since 1957,

FUNERAL

Independently Owned and Operated Since 1957
DAVID P. CRAWFORD

495 N.Winton Rd. + Rochester, NY 14610 + Phone (716) 482.0400

Visit us at www.frontiernet.net/ ~crawford/
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'Penmes for the Amgrlcan Heart Asgoclatlon

. - The students at St. Charles Bo#omeo School are collécting pennies 73
Ifor the American Heart Association-and can really use your help.

" W-yoy have pennies at home and would like to donate them to ‘
" the Amencaaneart Assoclatuoma drop oft site will bg available at
" 8t Charles Borromeo Schooj on the following dates:

fJanUary\Zan & 29th
- 9:00°AM=1:00 PM 3

4 ¥ “\ @‘w .
' St Charles Borromeo School
g 64 Malden Lane.« Rochester, NY 14616

e DROP OFF SITE: THE FRONT DOOR OF THE SCHOOL

If you need help getting your pennies to st ‘Charles Borromeo Schoo},,
or if you h§ve any questions please contact Doug Schneider at 663- 1220 %%,
Your pennies will be welghed and documented for your tax purposes.
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‘November 6, 2000 « 10 Days

Visit the Vatican ¢ Basilica of St. Peter
+ Roman Forum & Coliseum
» Basilica of St. Paul « Assisi « Florence
* Monte Carlo * Nice * Lourdes * Paris * Lisieux
LOCAL PRIEST FR. PETER ENYAN-BOADU
Fully Escorted * Breakfast and Dinner Daily

g«l ) A“ sFor brochur?r l
L. i €asons irave
Eﬁ ‘.:?3‘;: .. (716) 637-2119
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PACKAGE INCLUDES:
« 24 hour nursing service

Two delicious meals

Modern apartments

Housekeeping service

Cable TV

Social & recreational
" aclivities

$108

THE HERITAGE

More than the comforts of home.

At The Heritage, you'll enjoy living in a friendly, caring community
of physicians, nurses, and friends. Plus a range of services including
our onssite full-time physicians and medical staff, therapists, our

A DAY

pharmacy, hair salon, country store, chapel with
interfaith services, and recreation all under one
roof! The Heritage offers many more comforts
along with the freedom to plan your own days.

So call (716) 342-1700 today for a tour and
consultation. We'll be happy to explain how we can accommodate
your schedule, financial situation, and the services you desire.

ST. ANN'S

THE HERITAGE

Full of Life

1450 PORTLAND AVENUE, ROCHESTER, NEW YORK 14621
(716) 342-1700 ext. 276 Eileen Ryan-Maruke
Web Home Page + http://www.stannsrochester.org
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http://www.stannsrochester.org

