
PAGE 2 T H U R S D A Y J A N U A R Y 20 , 2000 CATHOLIC C O U R I E R D I O C E S E O F ROCHESTER, N.Y. 

Cardinal's birthday reflections renew others 
I was in New York City on Saturday 

and Sunday to join in the celebration of 
the 80th birthday of Cardinal John 
O'Connor, archbishop of New York since 
1985. 

On Saturday evening there was a ban
quet at the Waldorf Astoria Hotel hon
oring the cardinal. On Sunday morning 
at 10:15 we celebrated the Eucharistic 
liturgy. 

Both were upbeat, happy occasions. 
On Saturday evening, it was announced 
that the event had raised $5.2 million 
dollars to establish the cardinal's legacy, 
a fund that will be used to support a 
range of causes, such as Catholic school 
education for members of the communi
ty who need support. 

In addition to the announcement of 
such good news another cause for joy 
was the obvious good spirit and happi
ness of the cardinal all through the 
evening. Notwithstanding the serious 
health challenges he has recently experi
enced, the cardinal appeared at ease and 
comfortable all through the evening. 

The beautiful liturgy celebrated at St. 
Patrick's on Sunday morning was anoth
er moving experience. The church was 
filled with representatives from every, 
one of the over 400 parishes in the arch
diocese. They were joined by nearly 50 

cardinals, archbishops and bishops who 
came from many parts of the country to 
pay their respects to the cardinal, who 
has been an influential member of the 
National Conference of Catholic Bishops 
for over 20 years. 

If there was an edge of sadness to 
these events, besides the health prob
lems he has experienced, it was the car
dinal's acknowledgment that sooner 
than later he would be stepping aside as 
archbishop of New York. He has so loved 
his years of ministry and so focused his 
energies on it that the prospect of retire
ment cannot be one that fills him with 
elation. He as much as said that to the 
assembly. 

But even that aspect of sadness has 
brighter sides. One is the cardinal's 
readiness always to think and move with 
the church's thinking in such matters. 
The second is the fact that, although he 

may step aside from his present responsi
bilities, he will generously continue to 
offer priestly ministry to God's people 
all the days of his life. 

As I participated in this weekend with 
the cardinal and so many friends, my 
mind often went back to May 27, 1979, 
when he and I and 24 others were 
ordained bishops by Pope John Paul II. 
Of those 24, three others from the 
United States were ordained in that cere
mony. They were our own Tom Larkin, 
former bishop of St. Petersburg, Fla., 
and native of Mt. Morris; Bill Houck, 
bishop of Jackson, Miss.; and the late 
Michael Kenny, who was bishop of 
Juneau, Alaska. 

Cardinal O'Connor's reflections on 
his experience of ministry, his friendship 
with brother bishops, and his love for 
the local church in which he serves were 
quite beautiful because they clearly 
expressed values that are deeply impor
tant to him at this special moment in his 
life. 

I found his reflections quite helpful 
and would guess that all of the bishops 
did — because of the helpful way in 
which they renewed my own apprecia
tion of the privilege it is to minister as a 
bishop in the church. 

Peace to all. 
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EXPERIENCE A CATHOLIC MASS 
I N ROCHESTER'S 

M O S T BEAUTIFUL C H U R C H 
Come join us in the rich tradition of an 

English liturgy in historic St. Michael's Church. 
Worship amid 1890s stained glass windows, 

priceless religious relics, a formal choir accompanied 
by a 1903 pipe organ and brass instruments. 

Park in a secure monitored lot while attending 
this traditional Mass of mystery and wonder. 

Refreshments served following Mass. 

Every Sunday, 7 p.m. 
ST. MICHAEL'S CHURCH 

869 Clinton Ave. IM., Rochester, NY 14605 • 325 -4040 
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Interested women are invited to visit throughout the year. 
For more information: call or write, Sr. Teresa Marie, O.P., 
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